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IT  was  in  the  year  1814,  when  the  nations 
of  the  Continent  had  crushed  the  power  of  that 
extraordinary  man,  Buonaparte,  and  under 
Providence,  given  peace  to  the  exhausted  peo- 
ple of  Europe  ;  that  the  Emperors  of  Austria 
and  Russia,  and  the  King  of  Prussia  visited 
London,  to  congratulate  their  ally  and  friend 
the  King  of  England,  then  Prince  Regent,upou 
the  happy  prospect  before  them,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  see  a  Capital  justly  celebrated  as 
the  first  city  in  the  world  for  wealth  and 
commerce  and  civilization.  In  the  trains  of 
these  Sovereigns  came  the  most  renowned  Ge- 
nerals, whose  military  skill  had  conduced  to 
the  tranquillity  which  now  prevailed — and 
p umbers  of  the  chief  nobility,  all  anxious  to 
share  in  the  rejoicings  which  were  expected  to 
take  place,  and  to  contribute  to  the  splendour 
'of  the  scene.  London  is  always  a  crowded 
city — but  it  then  contained  many  thousands  io 
.addition   to  its  own  average  population,    for 
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from  every  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  multi- 
tudes flocked  in  to  see  the  stranger  kings,  and 
their  numerous  followers,  and  singular  was  the 
sight  which  the  public  streets  presented  on 
this  memorable  occasion.  In  one  part  j'ou 
raigbt  have  met  an  escort  of  Cossacks  sur- 
rounding the  carriage  of  their  leader,  tiie  fa- 
mous Hetman  Platolf.  In  another,  a  party  of 
tall,  whiskered  Prussians,  going  according  to 
their  custom,  to  attend  the  levee  of  their  King. 
— Here  a  Hungarian  Noble  wiih  his  richly 
embroidered  uniform.— There  a  Russian  gre- 
nadier of  the  Emperoi's  Body  Guard,  with 
his  broad  chest,  and  his  slender  waist  so  tight- 
ly laced  that  an  Englishman  would  be  tortured, 
were  ho  obliged  to  submit  to  it;  whilst  the 
simple  white  uniform  of  a  third,  without  any 
other  ornament  than  three  or  four  medals  upon 
li is  breast,  the  badges  of  so  many  battles  in 
which  the  wearer  had  distinguished  himself, 
Warkcd  the  veteran  follovvor  of  the  Austrian 
Empeior  Francis.  They  came  from  the  l^onks 
of  the  Volga,  the  Don,  the  Elbe,  and  the  Da- 
nube, to  partake  in  the  triumph  of  peace — may 
we  not  also  hope,  to  join  their  allies  in  thanking 
Bwi  who  granted  this  blessing  to  the  nation,  ft 
wasasight  which  never  wasparalleled, and  v.-hich 
perhaps  one  ought  to  wish  never  miirht  be  wit- 
nessed again,  for  who,  tiiat  looked  upon  these 
warrior?,  could  forget,  that  they  were  only  tho 


survivors  of  si au filtered  thonsanas  ;  or  who,  m 
that  moment  of  victory,    couhi  thhik,    without 
pain,  upon  the  many  widows  and  orphans  wlio 
were  then  mourning  the  loss  of   husbandsand 
fathers.      The  patriot  may  rejoice  at  the  victo- 
ry which  is  followed  by  the  blessing  of  peace 
—  the   soldier   will    perhaps  look   back  upon 
his  campaigns  with  pleasure,  and  feel  a   satis- 
faction that  his   ow^n  prowess   contributed   to 
plant   again    the  olive,    in    those   fields  which 
hostile  armies  had  laid  waste  ;  the  countries 
which  have  been  the  seat  of  war,  may  re-echo 
the  shouts  of  those  who  have  driven  the  fierce 
invader    from    their   boundaries  ;   but   it  is  the 
Christian  a'one   who  will  remember,  that  grati- 
tude is  due  to  that  Almighty  who  maketh  wars 
to  cease,  and  snappeth  the  bow  in   sunder.     It 
is  he  .alone   whose    heart  will    overflov^  with 
sorrow  at  the    miseries  which  war  always  pro- 
duces—and whose  fervent  prayer  will  be  offer- 
ed up  to  the  supreme  ruler  of  the  universe,   for 
the  advent  of  that  predicted  period,    when  na- 
tion   shall   no    more   rise  against   nation,    nor 
kingdom  against  kinodom,  when  violence  shall 
no  more  be  heard  in  the  land,  nor  wasting  and 
deslrucUon  within  its  borders. 

Amongst  the  strangers  who  proceeded  to 
London,  was  a  Russian  named  Gorodek,  who 
had  amassed  considerable  wealth  by  trade,  cs 
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a  general  merchant.   lie  resided  at  Petersburgli, 
the  metropolis  of  the    Russiiin   empire,   where 
his  principal  commercial  establishment  was  si- 
tuated,  being  largely  engaged   in    the   Baltic 
trade  between  that  port  and  London  ;— but  he 
had   a   second   and  scarcely   inferior  depot  of 
merchandize  at  Odessa,  on  the  shore  of  the 
Black  Sea,   and   in   the  southern   part  of  the 
Russian   empire.     This  gentleman  had  made 
a  contract  with  his  government  for  supplying 
the  right  wing  of  the  Russian  army  with  pro- 
visions, so  long  as  the  war  with   France  should 
con'inue,   and  had   followed  its  track  from  the 
Russian    frontier,  for  the  two-fold  purpose  of 
watching  in  person  over  his  own  interests,  and  of 
seeing  his  engagement  faithfully  executed.— 
.He  had  been  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  army 
during  the  time  that    sanguinary   battle   was 
fought,  which  opened  the  gates  of  Paris  to  the 
allied  troops,  and  being  a  man  whose  humane 
iniRd   felt  for  distress  wheresoever  it  existed, 
and  whose  fortune    was  sufficiently  ample  to 
second  the  dictates  of  his  benevolence,    he  had 
been  enabled  to  give  effectual  relief  to  many  of 
the  wounded,  who,among.^t  the  thousands  to  ho 
attended  to,  might  have   perished  for  want  of 
timely  assistance.      It  would  pain  the  reader  to 
describe  the  awful  appearance  of  a  field  of  bat- 
tle, when  the  engagement  is  over:   the  ground 
covered  with  the  dead   and    dying— the  man- 


gled  bodies  of  the  slain  and  the  wounded— 
overturned  waggons — dead  horses — broken 
arms — and  above  al],  to  hear  the  erics  of  those 
who  are  in  the  agonies  of  a  painful  death,  or 
else,  are  imploring  that  they  may  be  quickly 
sent  to  the  hospitals  for  surgical  aid. — We 
shall  not  enter  into  such  a  distressing  detail; 
but  merely  say,  that  w^hen  this  good  man  had 
collected  together  some  of  the  scattered  pea- 
santry, and  as  many  horses  and  carriages  as 
had  not  been  already  taken  up  by  the  armies, 
and  proceeded  to  the  spot  where  the  fight  had 
been  hottest— ho  never  stopped  to  consider 
what  nation  the  person  who  needed  assistance 
belonged  to — green,  blue,  red,  the  uniform  of 
the  Russian,  the  Frenchman,  or  the  German, 
it  was  all  the  same  to  him — his  only  enquiry 
was,  whether  reasonable  hope  of  recovery  ex- 
isted, for  many  were  evidently  past  all  human 
aid  ;  and  though  it  grieved  him  to  do  so,  yet 
common  humanity  suggested  that  those  whoso 
C£Lse  admitted  of  remedy  should  have  a  prefe- 
rence of  attention.  Indeed  his  exertions  were 
so  signal,  and  he  had  been  instrumental  in 
saving  the  lives  of  so  many,  that  the  Emperor 
Alexander's  attention  was  drawn  to  him,  and 
he  not  only  received  the  monarch's  thanks  for 
what  he  had  done,  but  also  a  military  badge 
or  medal,  as  a  mark  of  distinction  ;  and  it  w^as 
farther  notified  to  him,  that  Alexander,  who 
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was  shortly  to  proceed  lo  London,  vvcu3d  be 
j)lea«ed  to  see  hira  in  that  Capital — an  honour 
which  was  as  gratefpJly  received  as  it  was  con- 
descending on  the  part  of  his  monarch. 

Wc  have  mentioned  that  INIr.  Gorodok  had 
extensive  commercial  dealini;s  with  London. — 
He,  therefore,  was  well  known  by  character  to 
several  merchants  in  the  Baltic  trade,  and 
thought  it  not  unlikely  that  he  rai<'"htbe  able  to 
make  some  advantageous  speculations  through 
bis  connections  there,  and  thus  unite  proiit  with 
pleasure.  On  his  arrival,  he  put  up  at  a  hotel, 
and  the  following  day,  waiting  on  his  corres- 
pondents, he  was  induced  to  accept  the  invi- 
tation of  one  of  them,  and  to  take  up  his  resi- 
dence in  the  family  of  Mr.  Wilson,  during  his 
stay  in  the  British  capital. 

We  shall  not  detain  the  reader  from  the  sub- 
ject of  which  this  volume  proposes  to  treat,  by 
saying  any  thing  of  the  succession  of  splendid 
feasts  w'hich  were  given  to  the  illustrious  strang- 
ers whilst  in  England  ;  or  the  various  ways  in 
which  the  nation  endeavoured  to  manifest  their 
good  will  towards  their  visiters ;  we  shall  not 
tell  how  our  own  Prince  shone  forth  amongst 
the  assembled  potentates  of  Europe — the  most 
accomplished  as  well  as  the  most  powerful  of 
them  all.     It,  is  a  Christian  duty  to  honor  and 
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obey  tl)fl  Ivit'f^,  but  pleasure  accompanies  the 
exercise  of  the  duty,  when  we  know  that  the 
sovereign  whom  the  subject  is  to  regard  with 
loyalty  and  affection,  loves  his  subjects  and 
looks  upon  them  as  one  great  family.  At  that 
time  the  good  and  pious  King  George  11 F.  was 
alive — but  he  knew  nothing  of  the  great  change 
which  had  taken  place,  for  blindness,  and  the 
infirmities  of  advanced  old  age,  had  shut  him 
out  from  the  knowledge  of  passing  events. 
Many  a  prayer,  however,  was  offered  up  for 
him  by  the  country,  whom  his  wisdom  and  ex- 
ample had  been  instrumental  in  making  what 
it  was,  prosperous,  powerful,  and  virtuous — and 
though  the  regret  vi'as  general  and  deep,  that 
he  could  no  longer  participate  in  the  public  joy 
— the  people  were  thankful  that  his  son,  tlien 
Prince  Regent,our  present  monarch,  so  well  sup- 
plied his  father's  place — ^and  was  so  capable 
of  conducting  the  nation  along  that  path  of 
prosperity  in  which  /^e  had,  under  the  DiviHe 
blessing,  hitherto  led  them. 

The  time  of  Monarchs,  to  whom  the  happi- 
ness of  millions  is  entrusted,  is  too  precious  to 
allow  them  to  absent  themselves  long  from  the 
countries  over  which  they  preside.  They  leave 
their  states,  only  on  great  emergencies,  and 
they  return  with  all  the  expedition  w^hich  cir- 
cumstancefi    will    permit.-  -In    a   .short    {ioi<*, 
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therefore,  all  the  bustle  which   London   pre- 
sented had  subsided.     The  stranger  Sovereigns 
had  left  the  capital,   and  soon    were   on    the 
way  to  their  respective  homes — The  persons 
who  composed  their  retinue  were   either  de- 
parted,  or  were  sliortly  to  follow— the  multi- 
tudes who  used  to  crowd  the  streets  in  which 
the  foreigners  resided,   had  settled  down  again 
to  their  respective  daily  pursuits,  which  the  no- 
velty of  the  passing  scene  had  too  much  inter- 
rupted, and   matters  flowed  once  more  in  their 
usual  channel.     Mr.    Gorodek  had  procured  a 
passage  in  a  man-of-war,  which  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  carry  some    Russian  noblemen  to 
Petersburg,  and  he  was  accompanied  by  two 
young  men,  named  James  Leech  and  Bartholo- 
mew (or  as  he  was  called  for  brevity,    Bartle) 
Smith,   whom,  on  the  recommendation  of  his 
host,  he  had  engaged  as  clerks  ;  intending  to  set- 
tle the   former  at    Petersburg,    the    latter   at 
Odessa,   for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the  En- 
glish correspondence  at  the  two  places. — He 
understood  the  language  himself  perfectly,  but 
his  relations  with  England  had  latterly  become 
too  extensive  to  permit  his  continuing  to  write 
the  letters  which  his   business  rendered  neces- 
sary.    He  had  received  the  best  character  with 
these  young  men,  and,  indeed,  we  may  antici- 
pate so  much  of  our  narrative  as  to  say,  that 
they  proved  well  deserving  of  it — They  were 
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intelligent,  respectable,  and  substantially  well 
educated,  and  it  was  an  additional  inducement 
with  them  to  accompany  Mr.  Gorodek,  that 
as  they  had  been  early  friends — brought  up  at 
the  same  school  and  had  continued  to  the 
period  of  which  we  speak  united  together  by  the 
lirm  and  lasting  bonds  of  mutual  esteem  ;  so 
they  hoped  to  continue  the  same  intercourse  of 
friendship  in  Mr.  Gorodek's  employment. 

It  may  be  supposed  that  the  appearances 
which  present  themselves  to  a  person  who  has 
never  been  on  the  broad  ocean  before,  would 
sufficiently  interest  the  young  Englishmen ;  but 
they  w^ere  deadly  sick  with  the  motion  of  the 
vessel,  and  soon  after  going  aboard,  turned  into 
their  births,  out  of  which  they  did  not  shew 
themselves,  until  they  were  entering  the  mouth 
of  the  Baltic  Sea,  which  is  called  the  Skagger- 
rack,  and  separates  Norway  and  Denmark,  in 
N.  lat.  58^. 

Whilst  they  are  prevented,  however,  from 
enjoying  the  wonderful  prospect  which  presents 
itself,  when  the  passenger  looks  out  from  the 
deck  of  a  vessel,  and  sees  nothing  but  sky  and 
sea,  let  us  take  a  rapid  geographical  sketch  of 
the  vast  empire  which  they  are  about  to  visit. 

Russia,  which  in  point  of  extent,  exceeds 
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tbo  largest  monarchy  either  in  ODcieut  or  mo- 
dern times,  stretches  frciii  the  city  of  Riga,  on 
the  Baltic  Sea,  w-estward.  to  the* haven  of  Pe- 
ter and  Paul  in  Kamtschatka,  Pacific  Ocean, 
in  the  east,  a  distance  of  11,434  miles,  heing 
from  the  18th  to  the  ]92d  degree  of  east  longi- 
tude. From  north  to  south  its  extent,  though 
less  vast,  is  still  great,  being  from  the  40th  de- 
gree to  the  70th,  and  in  some  parts  to  the  78th 
degree  of  N.  latitude,  and  equal  in  the  aver- 
age, to  L500  miles;  its  totnl  extent,  being  above 
7,000,000  square  miles,  or  full  a  ninth  part  of 
the.  habitable  globe.  Its  population  and 
strength,  however,  are  not  in  proportion  to  its 
extent,  the  far  greater  part  of  it  being  unim- 
proved, and  unimprovable,  from  the  extreme 
coldness  of  the  climate;  and  the  number  of 
souls  in  the  remainder,  being  scarcely  more  than 
fift}^  millions,  or  twice  the  population  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.  It  is  divided  into  tu'o 
parts,  Asiatic  Russia  and  European  Russia:  the 
former  composed  principally  ot desert  countries, 
lying  on  the  borders  of  the  Frozen  Ocean,  oj)- 
posite  the  north-west  coast  of  North  America, 
rude,  barbarous,  and  uncultivated.  It  is  with 
the  latter  or  European  Russia  we  are  concerned, 
which  is  separated  from  the  other,  by  the  Ural 
Mountains,  the  Kama,  Wolga,  and  Don  rivers, 
and  is  said  to  equal  in  extent  all  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope taken  together. 
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The  boundaries  of  European  Russia  arc, 
therefore,  on  the  west,  [iapland,  the  Baltic  Sea, 
Poland,  and  the  Austrian  Dominions  ;  on  the 
north,  the  White  Sea  and  Arctic  Ocean  ;  on 
the  east,  the  Ural  Mountains,  the  rivers  Kama, 
Volga,  and  Don  ;  and  on  the  south,  the  Black 
*5ea  and  the  Sea  of  Azof. 

The  principal  seas  in  European  Russsia  are, 
Ihe  Black  Sea,  and  the  Sea  of  Azof,  on  the 
-south,  the  White  Sea  on  the  north,  and  the 
Gulfs  of  Finland  and  Bothnia  on  the  west ;  the 
lakes  are  those  of  Ladoga  and  Onega,  on  the 
north-west,  the  Lake  of  Perpouss  to  the  south- 
west; near  Novogorod,  Lake  Ilmen,  and  in  the 
same  government,  Lake  Beilo  or  the  White 
Lake. 

The  rivers  of  European  Russia  are  numerous 
and  large,  though  none  communicate  with  any 
of  the  great  oceans  of  the  globe:  there  is  the 
Volga,  which  flows  into  the  Caspian  Sea,  and 
for  a  great  part  of  its  course  divides  Europe  and 
Asia;  the  Don  or  Tanais,  which  rising  in  the 
Government  of  Toula,  empties  itself  after  a 
winding  course  of  1100  miles,  by  three  arms 
into  the  Sea  of  Azof.  The  Dnieper  or  Borys- 
thenes,  which  rises  in  the  government  of  Smo- 
lensko,  and  falls  into  the  Black  Sea,  the  length 
being  800  miles.     The  Dneister,  which  has  its 
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source  in  Austrian  Galicia,  and  flows  into  the 
same  sea  near  tlie  flourishing  town  of  Odessa; 
the  Dwina,  which  falls  into  the  White  Sea,  a 
little  to  the  north-west  of  Archangel ;  the  Duna, 
which  falls  into  the  Gulf  of  Riga,  a  few  miles 
below  Riga;  and  the  Neva,  which,  though  its 
course  does  not  exceed  thirty-five  miles,  rising 
in  the  Ladoga,  and  flowing  west  into  the  Bal- 
tic, is  remarkable  for  breadth  and  depth,  and 
for  the  capital  of  the  empire  being  built  on  its 
banks. 

In  general  European  Russia  may  be  charac- 
terized as  a  level  country,  the  only  mountains 
being  those  of  Russian  Lapland  in  the  north, 
and  of  the  Crimea  in  the  south  ;  between  these 
lies  a  vast  plain,  which,  in  one  spot,  rises 
to  the  height  of  1200  feet,  and  is  in  fact 
the  source  of  the  Wolga,  the  Don,  the  Dnieper, 
and  the  Dwina.  In  Russia,  forests  of  great 
extent  are  common,  especially  between  Peters- 
burgh  and  Moscow.  In  other  districts  there 
are  vast  plams,  called  Steppes,  which  occupy  a 
very  large  tract.  In  the  climate  it  may  be  said 
that  there  is  great  diversity,  the  cold  being  more 
severe  as  the  traveller  advances  from  the  sea 
eastward.  North  of  69'^  X.  lat.  the  ground  is 
covered  with  snow  and  ice,  whilst  at  Astrakan, 
in  lat  46^  though  the  summer  heats  are  great, 
the  \Yolga  is  sometimes,  in  winter,  so  firmly 
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frozen   as  to  bear  loaded  waggons  on  its  icy 
surface. 

On  the  night  of  August  15,  the  vessel  which 
conveyed  the  Russian  nobleman  and  Mr.  Go- 
rodek,  cast  anchor  at  Cronstadt,  a  seaport 
and  fortress  of  Russia,  situated  at  the  south 
eastern  extremity  of  aa  island  called  Retusari, 
in  th^  Gulf  of  ^"inland,  twenty  two  miles  u-est 
of  Petersburgh,  east  long,  29^  49'  N.  lat.  60^. 
The  next  morning  our  travellers  landed,  and 
were  struck  by  the  extraordinary  appearance 
of  every  thing  they  saw.  The  Russians  whom 
they  had  aboard,  were  dressed  as  soldiers;  and 
their  uniform  differed  little,  except  in  colour, 
from  the  troops  of  other  couutries-  But  here 
they  beheld,  for  the  first  time,  the  distinctive 
characters  of  the  Russian  population, —  men 
with  long  beards,  brown  and  sun-burnt  skins, 
strangely  shaped  caps,  and  greasy  skin  habits 
of  all  possible  forms;  crowds  of  people  thronged 
the  landing  place  to  welcome  their  gallant 
countrymen,  and  it  was  evident  in  the  hearty 
huzza  with  which  they  received  the  crews  of  the 
boats  which  conveyed  them  to  land,  that  the 
hospitality  of  the  British  towards  Alexander, 
and  the  rest  of  their  countrymen,  had  awakened 
all  their  good  will  for  English  subjects ;  they 
made  a  lane  for  them  to  pass  along,  and  with 
loud  shouts,  cried  frequently,  as   they  after- 
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v/aids  learnod,  Long  live  our  ^ood  aJiic?  tlio 
English — welcome  to  Russia.  "  Mow  pleai^inj^ 
it  is/'  said  James  Leech,  to  his  friend,  as  they 
lieard  the  greeting,  "  thus  to  find  the  Eni^lish 
name  respected  in  foreign  coiintrios."  Ho  it  is, 
replied  Bartle  Smith,  and  for  several  reasons: 
it  shews  that  we  are  at  peace — it  shews  also, 
that  our  conduct  as  a  nation,  has  been  such 
as  to  deserve  respect.  Mav  wo  long  cofjtinuo 
thus  in  amity  with  the  world. 

The  island  on  which  Cronstadt  is  huilt,  is 
more  than  five  miles  in  length,  but  does  not 
extend  one  in  breadth.  In  the  year  1710,  it 
was  a  desert,  but  Peter  the  Great,  the  Em- 
peror, havingdeterniined  to  make  it  the  princi- 
pal harbour  lor  his  Navy,  it  soon  assumed  tbo 
form  of  a  town,  no  fewer  than  30.000  men 
having  been  employed  in  the  undertaking. 
The  population  amounts  to  about  40.000,  of 
whom  10,000  are  sailors.  The  harbour  is  so 
spacious  as  to  contain  600  ships  ;  and  tbe  for- 
tifications which  defend  it,  are  upon  the  grand- 
est scale,  being  built  out  into  the  sea,  and 
faced  w-ithhuge  blocks  of  stone,  from  the  rocks 
of  Finland,  and  mounted  with  a  great  many 
pieces  of  cannon. 

As  our  travellers  accompanied  INIr.  Gorodek 
to  the  inn,  which  fronted  the  harbour,   they 
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lliouirbt  the  streets  appeared  tolerably  regular, 
and  that  the  houses  were  built  ol  brick,  and  stuc- 
coed while  :  they  soon  found,  however,  that 
this  favourable  appearance  was  confined  to 
the  quarter  in  which  they  resided,  the  houses 
in  the  interior  being  for  the  most  })art  wooden, 
and  mean  looking,  and  the  streets  unpaved 
the  docks,  however,  were  on  a  grand  scale,  cal- 
culat(?d  to  contain  ten  men  of  war,  each  being 
forty  feet  deep,  and  one  hundred  and  five  feet 
broad  ;  they  heard  also,  from  Mr.  Gorodek, 
that  it  had  a  noble  foundry  for  casting  can- 
non, Jind  a  rope  w^alk,  for  manufacturing  ca- 
bles of  o-reat  size.  tosi:ether  with  extensive 
raogazinos,  for  naval  stores. 

It  shews,  said  Mr.  Gorodek  to  his  two 
friends,  the  great  extent  and  resources  of  the 
empire,  that  Ru'jsia  produces  every  article  neces- 
sary for  the  building  and  equipment  of  a  navy. 
The  oak  is  sent  from  the  province  of  Casan  : 
the  Ukraine  and  the  province  of  Moscow,  sup- 
ply the  hemp;  the  masts  are  procured  from 
the  vast  forests  between  Novogorod  and  the 
Gulf  of  Finland  :  pitch  and  tar  are  obtained 
from  Wyburii'h,  manufactories  of  cordajro 
and  sail  cioth  are  establiched  in  difrerent  parts 
of  the  empire,  whilst  several  parts  of  it  pro- 
duce  iron  in  the  greatest  abundance- 
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Your  Navy  ought  to  be  effective,  said  James 
Leech,  possessing  as  you  do,  all  these   requi- 
sites for  forming  it.     It   is  respectable,  replied 
Mr.   Gorodek,  but  you  must  remember,  that 
something  better  than  a    century  ago,  : we  did 
liOt  possess  one  vessel  of  war,  and  to  say  the 
truth,  were  but  half  civilized.     I  think,   Sir, 
you  have  another  cause  for  the  inferiority  of 
your  naval  force,    to  that  of  other  countries, 
said  Bartle  Smith,  it  is  that  excepting  the  shores 
of  the  Black  Sea,  and  of  the  Baltic,  you  have  no 
extent  of  coast  to  serve  as  a  nursery  for  sea- 
men; for  as  to  the  desolate  tracts  about  Arch- 
angel, and  the  Frozen  Ocean,  however  exten- 
sive, they  afford  no  advantages   for   commerce, 
which  we  know  to  be  essential   to  the    forma- 
tion of  a  naval  power.      You  are  quite  correct, 
said  Mr.  Gorodek  ;   besides  which,   you   know 
the  Baltic  Sea  is  for  nearly  live  months  in  the 
year,  bound  up  with  frost;   fur   no   vessel  cau 
take  its  departure  from  the  Baltic  ports,  before 
April  or  May,  and  they  must  return  at  latest  in 
October.      Is    it  not   to   Peter   the  Great,  en- 
quired James   Leech,  that  Russia  is  indebted 
for  her  navy  ?      To   that  extraordinary    man, 
answered  Mr,  Gorodek,  we  are  indebted,   not 
only   for  our  navy,   but  for   our  present  rank 
among  the  nations    of  Europe.     He  was   born 
30th  May,  1662,  when  Russia  was  last  in  the 
scale  of  civilization  in  Europe,  and  dying  in 
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the  year  17'i5— he  loft  hor  powerful  and  rd^ 
sppcted.     An  account  of  his  life  would  fill   a 
volume,    but  there  is    less   necessity   for    rae 
to  enter  into   the   detail,  since  you   will  have 
many  opportunities  of  witnessing  what  he  ac- 
complisbed,  before  you  are  long  with  us.   \ou 
must  have  heard  of  his  travelling  into   Eng- 
land, and  hiring  himself  as  a  workman  in  your 
naval  dock  yards,  in  order  that  he   might  gain 
that  practical    knowledge    of    ship    building, 
which  he  conceived  necessary  for   his  design 
of  making  his  kingdom  a  naval  power.     There 
is  a  small  boat  in  the  arsenal  of   Petersburgh 
which  is  called  Little  Grandsire,  and  in  tact, 
was  the  origin  of  the  Russian  fleet.  "  The  story 
is  interesting,"  said  Mr.  Gorodek,  with  anima- 
tion,''and  yon    shall  hear   it:  When    a  very 
youno-  man  he  saw  this  boat  at  a  village  near 
Moscow,  and  understanding,  to  his  great  sur- 
prise, that  it  was  contrived  to  sail  against  the 
wind,  his  curiosity  was  so  excited,  that  he  had 
it  immediately  provided  with  a  mast  and  rig- 
ging,  and  launched  upon   the  Yausa.     From 
this  he  grew  fond  of  boating,  and   soon    after, 
findingthe  advantages  w4iich  a  fleet  would  give 
him  upon  the  Black  Sea,  in  his   war  with  the 
Turks,    he  collected  ship  builders    from    all 
quarters,  and  soon  was  at  the  head  of  a  power- 
ful fleet.     It  was  subsequently  that  he   went 
into  England;  and  thence  to  Holland.;  in  both 
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of  which  kingdoms  he  actually  laid  aside  his 
rank,  and  submitted  to  many  hardships  and 
privations,  bavins^  articled  himself  to  a  ship 
builder,  and  working  with  his  own  hands  like 
any  other  shipwright  in  the  dock  yards.'* 
''Was  it  only  in  this  particular,"  said'Bartle, 
"thathe  shewed  himselfa great  raan?"*'In  every 
way,"  replied  Mr.Gorodek,  "he  strove,  andwith 
effect,  to  improve  his  country  :  he  was  the  pa- 
tron of  all  the  arts  and  sciences;  he  promoted 
commerce,  he  reformed  the  army,  he  improved 
the  manners  and  customs  of  his  subjects,  ha 
amended  the  laws,  and  what  was  more,  had 
them  strictly  enforced  upon  ofienders,  actions 
which  justly  entitle  him  to  the  character  of 
Great,  and  prove  him  to  have  been  as  his  sub- 
jects gratefully  acknowledge  him,  the  father 
of  his  country."  *'It  is  such  conduct  as  his,"  said 
the  young  man,  "that  constitutes  real  greatness, 
and  happy  would  it  prove  for  the  human  race, 
were  the  title  denied  to  conquerors,  and  given 
only  to  those  who  tread  in  the  footsteps  of 
Peter." 

The  only  object  Mr.  Gorodok  had  in  view- 
in  landing  in  Cronstadt,  was  to  sec  one  of  his 
clerks,  who  had  the  charge  of  the  naval  stores, 
w^hich  he  had  engaged  to  furnish  to  the  Rus- 
sian navy.  This  being  accomplished,  he  hired 
a  boat  the  next  morning,   to  go  by   water  tcr 
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Petersbnrgh.      The    baggage    of    the    partj, 
vvhicb  in  other  times  would  have   been  lodged 
in  the  Government  stores,  until  they  should  be 
examined  by  the  custom  house  officers,  being 
allowed  to   pass,  in    compliment   to  the  Eng- 
lish flair.     The  boat  had  a  canopy,    with    dra- 
pery curtains,  which  could  be  lowered  or  rais- 
ed at  pleasure.     Ten  seamen,  and  a  cockswain 
formed  the  crew,  all  dressed  alike,  in   a  low 
crowned  hat  eaid   broad  leaf,  bound   with  yel- 
low tape,  and  decorated  with  a  feather:  a  blue 
coat,  like  a  surtout,  and  an   orange    coloured 
sash,  whose  ends  hung  down   a  great  length — 
loose  trowsers  of  blue  stripe,  and  clumsyboots, 
into  which  they  were  carelessly  tucked.    Some 
had  long  beards,  others  were  close  shaven;  but 
all  wore  mustachoes,  the    hair    being  cut  be- 
hind, of  an  equil  length  from  ear  to  ear,  a  form 
which,  it  is  said,  protects  the  back  of  the  head, 
neck,  and  ears  from  the  piercing  cold,   and  is 
far  from  being  ungraceful.      The  wind   blew 
perfectly  fair,  and  the  people  having  little  to  do 
but  to  keep  the  boat  close   to  the  breeze— the 
men  entertained  the  passengers,  by  singing  se- 
veral of  thoir  national  airs,  which  they  did  with 
great  simplicity  and  ease. 

The  distance  between  Cronstadtand  Peters- 
burgh  being,  as  we  have  mentioned,  not  more 
than  twenty-two  miles,  they  reached  the  latter 
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place  in  a  few  hours,  passing,  as  thej  sailor] 
smoothly  along,  a  beautiful  shore  to  the  right, 
covered  with  the  richly  cultivatfd  demesnes, 
and  splendid  residences  of  the  nobility.  The 
latitude  of  the  metropolis,  is  59^  56,  North. — 
The  longitude,  30*^  East  from  London,  and, it 
stands  upon  the  Neva,  near  the  extremity  of  the 
Gulf  of  Finland,  being  partly  on  some  islands 
in  the  mouth  of  that  river,  and  partly  on  the 
continent. 

As  they  drew  near  to  Petersburgh,  its  gilded 
domes,  and  lofty  spires,  appeared  thickly  rising 
in  every  part  of  the  city,  and  gave  the  foreigners 
the  idea  of  an  extensive  and  thickly  peopled 
city.  On  landing,  they  found  the  family  of 
Mr.  Gorodek  waiting  to  receive  and  welcome 
them,  and  a  number  of  servants  in  readiness,  to 
carry  their  luggage  to  his  house.  Their  friend 
and  employer  also  kindly  shook  hands  with 
them,  on  arriving  at  the  place,  which  for  some 
time  at  least,  w^as  to  be  their  residence.  "  You 
shallcome  home  with  me,"  he  added, "andform 
part  of  my  family,  until  you  become  better  ac- 
quainted with  my  countrymen,  and  have  seen 
whatever  St.  Petersburgh  has  in  it  worth  seeing. 
You  shall  afterwards  enter  upon  business,  and 
either  continue  to  reside  with  me,  or  take  lodg- 
ings, as  the  case  may  be. 
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That  evening  was  spont  in  Mr.  Gorodek's 
family  circle,  and  gave  these  young  men  a  most 
favourable  idea  of  those  among  whom  thoy  were 
to  dwell.  It  consisted  of  one  son  called  Alexis, 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age  ;  another  son 
named  Alexander,  after  the  Emperor  Alexan- 
der, having  been  born  on  the  day  that  he  as- 
cended the  throne,  in  1801,  and  four  daughters, 
between  eleven  and  eighteen  years  of  age  :  all 
of  them  sensible  well-informed  young  persons, 
and  most  affectionately  attached  to  their  pa- 
rents. They  all  spoke  the  English  language, 
more  or  less  tluently,  and  as  it  was  evidently 
their  father's  wish  that  they  should  acquire  a 
perfect  knowledge  of  it,  the  conversation  was 
carried  on  in  it.  At  nine  o'clock,  the  young  men 
were  shewn  to  their  room,  soon  after  which, 
havino;  returned  thanks  for  their  safe  arrival,  and 
for  the  happy  lot  which  appeared  before  thorn, 
they  sunk  into  a  peaceful  sleep,  which  was  not 
broken  till  eight  o'clock  next  morning. 

As  soon  as  the  two  young  Englishmen  break- 
fasted, Mr.  Gorodek  placed  them  under  the 
care  of  one  of  their  countrymen  attachad  to  the 
English  factory  :  telling  them,  at  the  same 
time  that  the*  dinner  hour  at  Petersburgh  for 
men,  of  business,  was  tvi^o  o'clock  ;  at  which 
time,  hft  expected  to  see  them.  The  first 
point,  therefore,  to  which  their  new  acquaintance 
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Mr.  Gordon,  directed  their  aiteniton,  was  the 
quay,  which  lay  on  the  Koutbside,  or  left  hand 
of  the  river  Neva.  It  was  three  miles  in 
length  ;  the  whole  space  being  embanked  by 
a  wall,  a  parapet,  and  a  pavement  of  hewn 
granite.     (See  Frontispiece.) 

The  Neva  was  here  about  five  times  as  broad 
as  the  river  LifFey  at  Carlisle  bridge,  in  Dublin  ; 
it  was  deep,  rapid,  and  transparent.  On  the 
north  side,  the  fortress,  the  Academy  of  Sci- 
ences, and  the  i\cademy  of  Arts,  were  the 
most  striking  objects — whilst  on  the  side  where 
our  travellers  w^ere  walking,  lay  the  Imperial 
Palace,  the  Admiralty,  the  mansions  of  several 
of  the  Russian  nobility,  and  w^hat  w^as  called 
the  English  Line,  so  called  from  the  houses 
which  composed  it  being  occupied  principally 
by  English  merchants. 

As  they  walked  along  this  noble  quay,  their 
guide  explained  to  them  that  Petersburgh  was 
divided  into  five  parts  or  districts  :  the  Admi- 
ralty quarter,  that  where  they  now  were  ;  the 
district  of  Wyburgh  ;  the  island  of  Peters- 
burgh, properly  so  called  ;  the  Vassili  island, 
and  the  foundery  quarter  ;  the  latter  two, 
being,  as  they  were  able  to  see,  insulated  tracts 
on  the  north  of  the  river,  and  constituting  the 
site  of  the  original  buildings  of  the  city.     The 
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opposite  sides  of  the  Neva  being  cor.necled  by 
Pontoons,   or  bridges  of  boats,  each  of  whicia 
is  held  in  its  place  by  two  anchors.     As    Mr. 
Gordon  explained  it,   the  mechanism    of  these 
bridges  is  so  simple,  that  they  can  be  taiien  to 
pieces  in  two  hours  ;  a  provision  rendered  quite 
necessary  in  a  country    where    the   masses   of 
ice  which  lloat  down  the  Neva  at  certain  sea- 
sons,   would  soon  sweep  away  any  obstruction 
which     a     permanent    bridge,      resting    upon 
several  buttresses,  might  offer  to  their  progress. 
■ — Perhaps      no    city   in   Europe,    ancient   or 
modern,  said   Mr.  Gordon,  equals  Petersburgh 
in    the    width  and  regularity  of  its   streets. — 
From  this  quarter  where  we  now  are,  run  three 
streets,  as  you  perceive,  in  straight  lines,  each 
of  them   two   miles  in  length,,  and   crossed  at 
regular  distances  by  smaller  ones.     They   are 
indeed,  said  Leech,  beautiful  streets  ;  but  why 
did  Mr.  Gorodek  call  them  perspectives,  when 
he   was   settling   with  you  the  places  we  were 
to  visit  ?   "  Because,"  replied  Mr.  Gordon, ''  as 
one  stands  at  the  farthest  extremity,  if  he  looks 
up,   he  may  distinguish  the  gilded  spire  of  the 
Admiralty  closing  in  the  view  :  here  you  be- 
hold shops  which  are  not  inferior  to    the  most 
splendid   in  London,    and    the   consequence^  is 
before   you   in    the   crowds    of  people    which 
resort  to  it  to  make  their  daily   purchases,  and 
the  bustle  w^hich  coHstantly  prevails  here.'' — 
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"Froiu  thi?,  T  sljould  g;ue£s  tlie  population  to  be 
very  riuiuerous/'  said  Smyth.  "  It  has  boon 
compiled  at  285,000  ;  55,000  however  of 
them  are  connected  with  the  land  and  sea 
service,  and  25,000  are  said  to  be  foreigners  : 
perhaps  the  nui:aher  might  at  another  period 
after  a  lengthened  peace,  be  less;  at  present 
you  knov/  the  city  is  full  of  troops.  It  is 
therefore  the  third*  city  in  Europe,  ranking 
after  London,  which  contains  eleven  hundred 
thousand  inhabitants,  and  Paris,  which  reck- 
ons six  hundred  thousand.  "  War  is  a  great 
scourge  to  the  human  race/'  concluded  Mr. 
Gordon  ;  hut  an  all  wise  Providence  brings 
good  out  of  evil.  In  this  vast  empire,  the 
peasantry  residing  upon  an  estate,  are  the  abso- 
lute property  of  the  nobleman  to  whom  the 
ground  belongs,  and  may  be  transferred  by 
sale  to  another  master  like  cattle.  An  ex- 
ception however  is  made  in  favour  of  those 
who  have  served  in  the  army  ;  they  become 
free,  and  enjoy  the  right  to  fix  their  resi- 
dence, when  discharged,  in  any  part  of  the 
empire  where  their  industry  can  earn  a  liveli- 
hood, and  thus  good  is  produced  by  evil.  "  T/iou 
makest  even  the  wrath  of  man  to  praise  thee." 
said  Bartholomew  Smyth  reverently,  as  Mr. 
Gordon  concluded  his  observation.  ' 
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As  they  passed  along,   they  observed  that 
many  of  the  houses  were  of  brick  ;  stone  edi- 
fices being   very  rare,    though  the  stucco  with 
which  many  w^ere  covered,  gave  them  the  ap- 
pearance   of  being  built  of  that  durable  mate- 
rial.    The  roofs    of  most  of  tlie  houses   were 
flat,    and   covered  with   iron  or  copper.     The 
brick  houses  usually    consisted   of   only   two 
stories,  most  of  them  having  a  basement  story, 
raised  a   little  above  the  pavement,   and  either 
occupied,  as  Mr.  Gordon  told  them,  by  servants, 
or  let  out  for  shops.     Here  and  there  were  to 
be  seen  the  old  Russian  houses,  one  story  high, 
built  of    the    trunks    of  trees,    the   interstices 
being  stuffed  with  moss  (in  the  same  way  that 
the  seams  of  a  vessel's  side  are  caulked  with 
tow)  and   covered  with  deal  planks  and  paint- 
ed.     Nor  did  they  fail  to  remark  that  the  cos- 
tume of  the  lower  class  of  Russians,    whom 
they  met  in  the  streets,  differed  much  from  that 
of  the   seamen    who    had   rowed  them   from 
Cronstadt. 

On  the  head  they  wear  in  summer  a  deep 
hat  wath  a  narrow  brim  :  in  winter,  caps  of 
velvet  and  fur  ;  s^me  round,  others  square  ; 
a  long  coat  of  blue  or  brown  cloth,  reaching 
below"  the  knee,  fitting  close  to  the  shape, 
without  any  cape,  and  lapping  over  the  breast 
like  a  double  breasted  coat  ;  this  was  fastened 


30 


by  cylindrical  metal  buttons  down  tbe  front  io 
the  bottom  of  tbe  waist,  where  it  had  a  ^reat 
many  tucks. 

The  neck  was  completely  bare,  but  it,  as 
well  as  the  breast,  was  completely  protected 
by  the  beard,  which  they  suffer  to  grow  to  a 
great  length  ;  and  in  like  manner  their  hair 
hangs  down  in  long  straight  locks.  Their 
shirts  and  trowsers  were  of  coarse  linen  strip- 
ed with  red  or  blue  :  they  wore  no  stockings, 
but  thick  swathes  of  linen  rolled  round  their 
legs,  till  they  more  resembled  a  pair  of  buck- 
ets than  the  limbs  of  men.  As  our  travellers 
were  informed,  this  costume  underwent  but 
little  change  in  winter,  except  that  they  ex- 
changed the  cloth  coat  for  one  of  sheep  skin, 
having  the  wool  inside. 
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In  the  neighbourhood  where  they  were  at 
the  time  of  which  we  sppak,  and  in  the  centre 
of  a  fine  square,  called  Isaac's  Place,  stood  the 
admirable  bronze  statue  of  Peter  the  Great, 
who,  as  has  been  mentioned,  reigned  in  Rus- 
sia the  beginning  of  the  last  century.  It  is  of 
colossal  size,  and  represents  the  Emperor  on 
horseback,  having  gained  the  top  of  a  rugged 
mountain. — The  animal  i?  proudly  rearingon  his 
hind  legs,  and  the  rider  is  stretching  forth  his 
right  hand,  as  it  v>'ere  in  the  act  of  blessjng  hi» 
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subjects  ;  a  serpent  is  atlerapting   to  stop  his 
course,    but  is  trampled  on  by  the  horse.     To 
understand   the  grandeur    of  the   design   you 
should     know,     said     Mr.     Gordon    to      his 
friends,  that  the   artist,    having  conceived  the 
plan  of  placing  the  statue  on  a  rock,  instead  of 
on  a  pedestal,   carefully   examined  all  the  ad- 
jacent country  for  a  detached   rock,   of  suffici- 
ent magnitude,  and  he  was   fortunate    enough 
4.0  find  near  the  village  of  Lacta,    about  nine 
miles  from   Petersburgh,     a  stupendous   crag, 
half  buried  in  the  midst  of  a   marshy  forest.— 
It  was  forty-two  feet  long  at  the  base,  thirty- 
six  at  the  top,  eleven  feet  broad,   and  seventeen 
high,   and  weighed  1500  tons.—"  Why  they 
mi'ght   as   well   have   thought  of   removing  a 
mo'untain,"  said  Bartle  Smith.     So  one  might 
suppose,  but  the  size  was  no  obstacle  to  Cathe- 
rine, who  erected  the  statue.— The  morass  was 
drained,  the  forest  cleared,  and  a  road  two  miles 
and  a  half  in  length,  was  formed  from  the  spot 
to  the  Gulf  of  Finland.     The  rock  was  moved 
on  large  friction  balls  in  grooves  of  metal,  by 
means  of  pulleys  and  windlasses,  worked  by 
several  hundred  men.     In  this  manner  it  was 
conveyed  to  the  shore,  at  the  rate  of  1200  feet 
each  day,  with  forty  men  seated  en  the  top  ;   it 
was  then  embarked  on  a  raft  made  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  carried  above  six  miles  by  water ;  and 
at  last  landed  near   the  spot  where  it  now 
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stands,  and  wliere  it  was  hewn  to  its  present 
shape. 

As  the  young  men  both  agreed  it  had 
been  better  to  leave  the  rock  of  its  original  di- 
mensions which  were  twice  its  present  size. 
Indeed,  the  Empress  Catherine,  who  caused 
it  to  be  erected,  thought  the  same  thing,  said 
Mr.  Gordon,  — having  asked,  when  she  first 
saw  it,  with  an  air  of  disappointment,  what  was 
become  of  the  rock  which  she  had  caused  to  be 
conveyed  to  Petersburgh,  with  such  hard  labour 
and  expense.  Remark,  however,  the  inscrip- 
tion u})on  it,  it  is  simple  and  concise — "  Cath- 
erine the  II.  to  Peter  the  I. ;  and  it  well 
accords  with  the  character  of  the  man  to  whom 
it  has  been  dedicated. 

It  was  now  two  o'clock,  and  the  young  men 
knew  too  well  their  duty,  to  exceed  the  hour 
which  Mr.  Gorodek  had  mentioned.  The  din- 
ner was  substantial  and  good.  x\t  this  time, 
the  markets  were  abundantly  supplied  from  the 
adjacent  country.  At  one  corner  of  the  room, 
a  small  table  was  spread,  covered  with  plates 
of  caviar,  (which  is  the  salted  roe  of  the  stur- 
geon fish)  dried  and  pickled  herrings,  smoked 
hams  and  tongues,  bread,  butter,  and  cheese — 
in  fact,  as  Bartle  Smith  called  it,  a  second  din- 
ner; it  was  intended,  however^  .only  to  whet 
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the  appetito,  and  in  this  way  tlify  found  it  was 
used  by  all  present.  They  did  not,  indefed, 
like  the  custom  of  finishing  this  first  repa>;t  with 
a  glass  of  brandy,  which  made  them  apprehend 
that  the  Russians  were  inclined  to  the  immode- 
rate use  of  spirituous  liquors,  they  afterwards 
found  however,  that  this  never  led  to  intoxica- 
tion— the  respectable  classes  in  society  being 
as  free  from  this  vice,  as  any  other  nation  in 
Europe  :  amongst  the  lower  orders,  indeed,  there 
was  not  the  same  temperance;  but  this  was  to 
be  attributed  to  their  ignorance,  which  there,  as 
well  as  elsewhere,  is  the  parent  of  vice, 

'*  May  I  ask  you,  Sir,"  said  James  Leech 
to  Mr.  Gorodek,  *'  what  is  the  food  of  the 
poor  in  this  country?"  **  It  consists,"  answered 
he,  *'  chiefly  of  rye  bread,  dried  fish,  such  a^ 
salted  beluga  and  sturgeon,  salmon,  and  vege- 
tables, which  are  in  abundance,  especially  cu- 
cumbers." 

•*  Your  markets  seem  to  be  good,"  said 
Bartle.  "  They  are  so."  answered  he,  •*  and  it 
would  surprise  you  to  hear  from  what  distant 
quarters  they  are  supplied.  We  have  fruits 
from  the  Ukraine,  and  sterlet  from  the  districts 
near  the  Volga,  veal  from  Archangel,  830  miles 
distant,  mutton  from  Astrakan,  on  the  borders 
of  the  Caspian   Sea;  beef  from  the  Ukraine 
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Tartary,  and  pheasants  from  Hungary  and 
Bohemia.  This,  however,  is  only  in  winter, 
when  it  is  brought  in  a  frozen  state,  on  sledges. 
When  about  to  be  used  this  frozen  food  is  first 
thawed  in  cold  water,  it  loses  indeed  thereby 
much  of  its  flavor,  so  that  the  wealthy  are 
generally  supplied  with  fresh  killed  meat." 

"  I  have  heard  with  much  pleasure,"  said 
Mr.  Gorodek,  "that  you  arc  pleased  with  our 
city,  but  you  would  scarcely  suppose,  that  a 
metropolis  which  contains  so  many  buildings 
of  massive  granite,  should  have  no  quarries 
near  it  to  furnish  the  materials.  It  is  from 
Finland  that  the  blocks  are  dug,  and  it  is 
chiefly  hand  labour  that  transports  ihem  to  the 
places  where  they  are  to  be  used."  "Yes," 
said  Smith,  "  1  can  well  believe  it,  for  1  ob- 
served several  times  to  day,  fifty,  sixty,  or  even 
a  greater  number  of  men,  with  ropes  and  hand- 
spikes, busied  in  accomplishing  what  a  quarter 
of  the  number,  with  the  assistance  of  mechani- 
cal inventions,  could  easily  eflfect."  "It  added, 
however,"  said  Leech,  "very  much  to  the 
bustle  and  activity  of  the  scene,  to  see  your 
labourers  in  their  long  beards,  and  rugged  sheep 
skin  clothing,  so  industriously  employed  in 
giving  beauty  to  your  metropolis."  "If  you 
had  the  power  of  comparing  this  place  now, 
with    what    it    was     one    hundred     and  ten 
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years  ago,"  said  Mr.  Gorodck,  "von  would 
form  still  higher  notions  of  our  indefatigable 
industry.  Previous  to  1703,  Petersburgh  con- 
tained Eothing  btit  a  couple  of  huts,  situated  in 
a  low  marshy  island,  which  was  covered  in 
summer  with  mud,  and  in  winter  was  a  frozen 
pool :  the  adjacent  country  was  equally  for- 
bidding, being  almost  inaccessible,  from  its 
marshes  and  forests,  the  ha.unts  of  bears  and 
w^olves. 

"  As  soon  as  the  Emperor  Peter  had  finish- 
ed the  war  in  which  he  was  engaged,  he  erect- 
ed a  fortress  at  the  mouth  of  the  Neva,  the 
only  habitations  near  being  a  few  fishermenV 
huts.  Here  he  collected  a  great  number  of 
workmen,  and  notwithstanding  the  rigou4-  of 
the  climate,  and  the  deficiency  of  supplies,, 
which  caused  a  groat  mortality  amongst  them, 
the  marshes  were  drained, — dykes  wereraised^ 
nnd  causeways  built-"  *'  1  have  read,"  said 
Smith,  "in  a  book  of  travels,  that  the  labour- 
ers were  not  fu^rnished  with  the  necessary  tools, 
as  pickaxes,  spades,  shovels,  wlieel-barrows, 
and  the  like.''  "  Such  is  the  fa<;t,"  replied 
Mr.  Gorodek,  "  and  yet  the  work  went  on  with 
such  expedition,  that  it  was  surprising  to  see 
the  fortress  raised  within  five  months.  The 
earth,  which  was  very  scarce,  was  for  the 
greater  part,   carried  by  the  labourers  in  the 
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skirts  of  their  coats,  and  in  bags  made  of 
rags  and  old  mats."  **  What  a  ?iim  it  must 
have  cost,"  said  Leech,  "to  overcome  these 
difficulties."  "  Yes,"  replied  Mr.  Gorodek, 
"the  expense  would  be  immense  to  your  free 
and  happy  country:  here  the  will  of  the  So- 
vereign is  the  law,  and  he  can  tax  his  people 
at  pleasure.  You  would  think  it,  I  suppose, 
very  hard,  if  your  king  commanded  20,000 
people  to  assemble  together,  to  be  employed  in 
public  works;  yet  this  is  the  vv-ay  Petersbargh 
was  built.  In  the  year  1714,  he  directed  that 
all  buildings  should  be  constructed  with  timber 
and  brick.  He  obliged  each  nobleman  and 
merchant  to  have  a  house  in  Petersl)r}rgh  ;  and 
what  was  more  extraordinary,  that  every  large 
vessel  navigating  the  gulf,  should  bring  thirty 
stones  of  a  certain  size — every  small  one  ton, 
and  every  peasant's  waggon  three,  tov;ards  the 
construction  of  the  different  public  works,  and 
that  the  roofs  of  the  houses  should  no  longer  be 
covered  with  birch  planks,  and  bark,  so  dan- 
gerous in  case  of  fire  ;  but  with  tiles,  and  clods 
of  earth."  "These  regulations,*'  said  Leech, 
"  were  salutary  and  wise,  and  every  good  sub- 
ject was  bound  to  obey  them,  no  matter  in 
what  country  he  lived." 

The  reader  may  hence  form  some  idea  of  the 
comfortable  situation  in  which  the  two  young 
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men  found  themselves,  in  Mr.  Gorodek's  fa- 
mil  j  ;  in  a  short  time  they  were  quite  at  their 
ease,  and  as  might  be  expected,  were  enabled 
to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  employment, 
with  efficiency  as  well  as  zeal;  to  James  Leech 
was  entrusted  the  managementof  the  traffic  with 
England,  through  the  Baltic  ;  whilst  Bartle  un- 
dertook the  sale  of  those  foreign  manufactures 
which  were  received  in  return  for  the  Russian 
commodities — a  post  for  which  each  was  pecu- 
liarly fitted,  by  their  previous  knowledge  of 
commercial  transactions.  At  breakfast  and  at 
dinner,  they  always  met  the  family,  and  were 
thus  enabled  to  communicate  their  observations 
on  what  they  saw,  and  to  receive  such  infor- 
mation as  the  intelligent  mind  of  Mr.  Goro- 
dek  was  so  well  calculated  to  conve}^.  The 
topics  on  which  they  conversed  from  time  to 
time,  were  of  course,  too  numerous  to  be  de- 
tailed in  full;  we  shall,  therefore,  only  mention 
a  few  which  are  best  calculated  to  interest  the 
reader,  premising  that  they  were  taken  up  at 
different  times,  within  the  first  month  after 
their  arrival,  and  generally  arose  out  of  some  cir- 
cumstance which  fell  under  their  observation  in 
the  course  of  the  same  day  on  which  the  con- 
versation occurred. 

''How  very  convenient  for  commerce  Petors- 
burgh  is  situated,"  said  Leech^  on  one  of  those 
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occasions. — "It  has  only  one  disadvantage  thati 
know  of,"  replied  Mr.  Gorodek;  ''it  is  subject 
to  dreadful  inundations,  chiefly  when  the  wind 
blows  from  the  west,  or  south-west,  preventing 
the  Neva  from  flowing  out  into  the  Baltic;  if 
the  wind  thus  continues  for  any  time,  the  water 
rises  ten  feet  above  its  level — at  five  feet  it 
overflows  only  the  western  part  of  the  town 
where  there  is  no  embankment.  Precaution- 
ary measures,  are  in  consequence,  taken  to 
warn  the  inhabitants  of  the  approaching  dan- 
ger, and  the  height  to  which  the  water  at  any 
time  rises  is  accurately  marked.  When  it  rises 
above  its  banks,  notice  is  given  by  three  distinct 
discharges  of  cannon;  five  cannon  are  also  fired 
at  theAdmiralty  Battery;  whilst  from  its  steeple, 
four  white  flags  are  displayed  by  day,  and  by 
night  four  lanterns,  the  church  bells  tolling  all 
the  time." — '*  With  such  precautions,"  said 
James, '^accidents  I  suppose,  veryseldom  occur?" 
''  Sometimes,"  said  Mr.  Gorodek,  *'  they  are 
alarming  though  not  attended  with  fatal  conse- 
quences. In  1777,  (for  example,)  the  wind 
being  south-west,  and  afterwards  west,  the 
Neva  rose  to  so  great  a  height,  that  at  five  in 
the  morning,  the  waters  poured  over  their 
banks,  and  suddenly  overflowed  the  town. 
The  torrent  rose  in  several  streets  to  the  depth 
of  four  and  a  half  feet,  and  overturned  by  its 
rapidity  various   buildings  and  bridges.     The 
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rapidity  with  which  the  waters  rose  could  only 
be  equalled  by  the  suddenness  with  which 
they  fell.  About  seven,  the  wind  providentially 
shifted,  and  at  mid-day  the  streets,  which  a 
few  hours  before  could  be  passed  only  by  boats, 
became  dry." 


Note. — The  inundation  alluded  to,  however, 
was  trifling,  compared  with  a  more  recent  in- 
stance, which  we  shall  here  subjoin  : — On  the 
10th  Nov.  1824,  at  night,  so  strong  a  westerly 
wind  impeded  the  current  from  the  Ladoga  lake, 
that  the  Neva,  and  the  canals  rose  to  a  great 
height,  and  lamps  were  hung  out,  as  usual, 
from  the   Admiralty   steeple,  to  warn  people 
not  to  sleep  in  their  lowest  apartments,   a    sig- 
nal to  which  custom  indeed,  had  familiarized 
them.      Early  on    the    next    morning,      the 
waters  had  so  risen,   that  the  white  flag  was 
bung  out,  and  guns  were  fired,  to  admonish  the 
city  of  its  danger.     It  soon  became  apparent, 
that  these  warnings  were  necessary  ;  the  Neva 
rose  so  as  to  inundate  the  whole  city,    and  the 
confusion  became  indescribable.     Carriages  of 
all  descriptions  were    seen  hurrying  to  place 
their  passengers  in  safety,  and  the  water  was  over 
the  wheels  :  here  were  people  wading  through 
with  the  water  up  to  their  waists,  and  in   a 
short  time  only  a  carrier  appeared  here   and 
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there  on  horseback,  their  horses  scarcely  able 
to  keep  their  head  above  water.  At  one  o'clock 
on  the  19th,  nothing  was  to  be  seen  on  the 
Grand  Place,  and  in  the  streets,  but  wooden 
baskets,  empty  boats,  sentry-boxes,  timber,  fur- 
niture washed  from  the  houses,  bread,  and  va- 
rious kinds  of  provisions,  all  floating  in  confu- 
sion. Wooden  houses  also  were  seen  broken 
to  pieces,  the  inhabitants  of  which  had  perish- 
ed. In  one  quarter  of  the  town,  coffins  were 
washed  out  of  their  graves,  and  these  being 
broken  to  pieces,  the  dead  bodies  which  they 
contained,  were  cast  up  to  the  surface.  Num- 
bers had  struggled  up  pillars,  to  the  tops  of  the 
trees,  and  on  the  highest  eminences,  and  were 
gradually  saved  from  the  fate  of  their  com- 
panions, by  a  few  boats  which  literally  plied 
above  the  tops  of  the  houses.  On  the  20th,  I 
went  out,  says  the  traveller  who  gives  the  ac- 
count, to  view  the  effects  of  this  catastrophe.  I 
found  the  quay  of  the  Neva  blocked  up  with 
timber,  broken  barges,  and  vessels  of  various 
descriptions,  \vhich  had  carried  with  them,  the 
pillars  and  lamp  posts  of  the  houses,  and  had 
broken  in  the  windows,  and  otherwise  damag- 
ed the  buildings  on  the  quay.  The  large 
blocks  of  granite,  of  which  the  parapet  was 
composed,  were  thrown  over,  and  many  of  the 
streets  were  so  choaked  up  with  different  arti- 
cles, as  to  be  almost  impassable.     In  the  Vas- 
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sili  Ostroff  quarter,  where  most  of  the  houses 
were  of  wood,  the  destruction  was  immense- 
whole  dwellings  were  hurled  from  their  founda- 
tions,  some  of  which  were  found  at  a  consi- 
derable distance  from  the  spot  on  which  they 
stood,    with    the   unfortunate    inmates    dead. 
Wooden  barracks,   with  their  unfortunate  in- 
habitants, were  totally  overwhelmed.     An  en- 
tire regiment  of  carbineers,  wbo  had  climbed 
the  roof  of  one  of  them  had  perished.   In  a  few 
days    8000   bodies  were   found,     and    many 
more  must   have  been  carried  by  the  current 
down  the  gulf  of  Finland,  into  the  Baltic  Sea, 
and  many  more  were  supposed  to  have  remain- 
ed buried  in  the  ruins  of  their  habitations.     I 
heard  of  a  lady  and  a  child  in  a  carriage,  who 
werein  a  dangerous  situation,  when  a  Cossack 
riding  by,  observed  her  distress,  and   stopped : 
she  entreated  him  at  all  hazards,  to  save  the 
child,  and  he  accordingly  took  it  from  the  car- 
riage window,  but  in  a  few  minutes  his  horse 
slipped,  and  they  both  perished  ;  and  soon  af- 
terwards, the  lady  herself,  with  the  servants, 
horses,  and  baggage  were  overwhelmed  in  the 
waters— such  was  the  loss  of  human  life  ;  but 
the  destruction  of  property  was  still  more  gen- 
eral, all  the  provisions  in  the  city  were  more  or 
less  damaged,  and  the  frost  had  set  in  so  severe- 
ly, that  any  supply  from  the  sea  side  was  con- 
sidered hopeless.     The  exchange  was  fitted  up 
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to  receive  4000  persons,  and  such  of  the  public 
buildings  as  escaped,  were  opened  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  homeless.  The  number  of  these 
was  beyond  calculation,  nevertheless,  a  faint 
idea  may  be  formed  from  this,  that  whole  vil- 
lages in  the  neighbourhood,  almost  entirely  dis- 
appeared. The  Imperial  establishments  at 
Cronstadt  suffered  greatly,  and  the  Ueet  sus- 
tained great  damage.  A  ship  of  one  hundred 
guns  was  left  in  the  middle  of  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal streets,  and  in  the  Imperial  iron  manu- 
factory at  CathernofF,  two  hundred  workmen 
perished,  and  no  fewer  than  fifteen  barracks 
were  washed  away.  The  Emperor  Alexander 
was  a  helpless  witness  of  the  scene,  from  his 
palace  windows,  and  received  from  it,  a  solemn 
lesson  upon  the  vanity  of  earthly  ambition.  Nor 
was  it  lost  upon  him,  he  subscribed  £'200,000 
from  the  Imperial  Funds,  and  appointed  a 
Committee  to  report  upon  the  course  best  to 
pursue  ;  his  family  also,  in  person,  visited  and 
succoured  the  miserable  survivors :  all  that 
charity  could  do  was  in  actual  progress.  In 
commercial  property  the  loss  was  immense — 
In  sugar  alone  nearly  10,000,000lbs.  were  da- 
maged, and  nearly  half  that  quantity  was  com- 
pletely spoiled. 

It  was  about  a  month  after  his   arrival   in 
Petersburgh,  that  James  Leech  felt  himself  so 
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unwell  as  to  be  unable  to  rise  to  breakfast— he 
thei^efore  desired  his  companion  to  make  his  ex- 
cuse to  Mr.  Gorodek.     This  soon  brought  that 
gentleman  to  his  bed-side,   accompanied  by  a 
physician  whom  he  had  sent  for.     They  found 
on'^inquiring,   that  the  preceding  day,  being  ex- 
ceedingly warm,  he  had  overheated  himselt, 
and  afte'rwards  caught  cold  by  sitting  down  to 
rest  in  a  place  where  there  was  a  draught  of  air 
—In  your  country,  said  the  Doctor,  you  would 
have  to  take  physic— here  we  have  our  remedy 
for  such  disorders,  and  every  man  in   PeterS- 
burgh  knows   its    efficacy— It   is   the  vapour 
bath,  and   I  therefore  recommend  you  to  rise 
without  delay  and  go  to  the  nearest  one,  and  I 
promise  you  that  to-morrow,  with  the  blessing 
of  good  Providence,  you  will  be  well.    In  half 
an  hour  after  this  conversation  Mr.  Gorodck's 
carriage  was  at  the  door  to  convey  him  to  one 
of  their  bathing  houses,  which  are  very  nume- 
rous, being  resorted  to  by  persons  of  all  ranks 
as  well  of  the  healthy  as  the  sick.     The  bath- 
ino"  room  was  small  and  low,  and  contained  a 
he°ap  of  large  stones  piled  over  a  fire,   and  two 
broad  benches,   one  near  the  ground,  and  the 
other  near  the  ceiling.     An  old  man  was  the 
attendant,   who  after  assisting  him  to  undress 
and  placing  him   on  the  highest  bench,  com- 
menced   by  tilling   small    buckets    of     water 
which  he  occasionally  threw  on   the  heated 
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stones,  tho  vapour  this  caused,  filling  the  room 
until  it  became  hot  almost  to  suffocation— The 
attendant  then  dipped  a  branch  of  twigs  in  hot 
water,  which  he  repeatedly  sprinkled  over 
L.eech— In  half  an  hour  he  was  removed  down 
to  the  lower  bench,  which  he  found  much 
cooler,  and  here  he  was  lathered  from  head  to 
loot  with  soap,  and  afterwards  scrubbed  with 
llannel  for  the  space  of  fifteen  minutes,  several 
buckets  of  warm  water  being  thrown  over  him 
till  the  soap  was  entirely  washed  off,  after 
which  he  was  dried  with  napkins— as  he  re- 
turned to  the  carriage  he  had  an  opportunity 
o[  remarking  how  little  effect  the  cold  air  had 
on  his  body  though  in  so  heated  a  state  ;  he  felt 
a  glow  of  warmth  over  him  which  continued 
that  whole  day  and  night,  and  enabled  him  in 
part  to  understand,  how  when  the  native  Rus- 
sians rush  from  the  vapour  baths  into  the  river, 
or  even  roll  in  the  snow,  their  sensations  are 
not  in  any  respect  disagreeable,  nor  is  the 
effect  at  all  mischievous  :  he  did  not,  indeed, 
expose  himself  the  same  way  he  sav/  the  Rus- 
sians do,  for  he  returned  home,  and  to  his  bed- 
but  he  had  good  reason  to  think  well  of  the 
remedy  prescribed  by  his  Doctor,  for  he  arose 
the  next  day  without  the  least  remains  of  his 
former  indisposition. 


It  was  a  curious  circumstance  which 
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travellers  after  a  fittlc  time  became  acquamted 
with,  that  a  great  part  of  the  lower  class  ot 
Petersburgh  can  scarcely  be  reckoned  among 
its    permanent   inhabitants.     Throughout  the 
summer  many  thousands  are  employed  as  car- 
penters, bricklayers,  masons,  &c.  who  return 
home  at  the  approach  of  winter,   and  whose 
numbers  are  replaced  by  other  thousands  trom 
the  interior,  who  gain  their  bread  as  ice  cutters. 
Most  of  them  have  no  fixed  residence,  and  no 
property  except  the  implements  of  their  indus- 
try.    They  dwell,  in  fact,  wherever  they  can 
find  employment,  forming  themselves  into  com- 
panies, and  defraying  their  expenses  out  ot  a 
common  chest,  to  which  each  contributes  his 
over-earnings.      If  any   of  these    companies 
undertakes  apiece  of  work,  they  never  leave  the 
place  of  employment,  if  it  be  summer,  until  it 
is  completed-in  summer  sleeping  in  the  open 
air,  among  heaps  of  rubbish,  or  under  gateways, 
in  order  to  be  earlier  at  work  in  the  morning-- 
In  winter  the  ice  cutters,  as  well  as  those  who 
come  from  a  distance  with  provisions  tor  the 
market,   take  up  their  lodging  in  the  cellars 
with  which  the  houses,   even  in  the  best  part 
of  the  town,  are  furnished. 

Miserable  as  this  life  appears  to  be,  it  is  the 
peculiar  praise  of  the  Russian,  that  he  is  al- 
ways contented  with  his  situation— supporting 
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it  not  only  with  resignation,  but  with  cheerful- 
ness— indeed  in  onerespecthe  has  no  reason  to 
repine — his  earnings,  though  he  be  one  of  the 
lowest  day  labourers,  are  more  than  sufficient 
for  the  supply  of  his  wants — he  is  warmly  if 
not  comfortably  clad,  and  even  in  the  coldest 
weather  is  never  seen  shivering  with  cold  as  in 
other  European  countries,  where  the  weather  is 
less  severe.  They  possess  also  a  kind  of  habitual 
gaiety  which  they  manifest  by  songs  of  a  lively 
description.  Indeed  the  propensity  is  common 
to  all  ranks  in  Russia — the  postillions  sing  from 
the  beginning  to  the  end  of  a  stage — the  sol- 
diers sing  upon  their  march — the  countrymen 
and  labourers  in  the  cities  sing  during  their 
most  laborious  occupations,  whilst  in  the  still- 
ness of  the  evening,  when  the  fatigues  of  the 
day  are  over,  the  air  resounds  with  the  songs 
of  the  peasantry  seated  before  the  doors  of 
their  houses. 

This  disposition  to  song  might  be  taken  as 
a  proof  that  the  Russians  are  the  happiest  peo- 
ple on  the  earth,  but  a  little  closer  observation 
soon  show^s  them  to  be  far  removed  from  what 
a  British  subject  would  call  happiness — In  one 
word,  which  is  happily  unknown  to  the  poorest 
inhabitant  of  these  countries,  slavery  prevails 
to  a  great  extent  amongst  the  peasantry,  their 
time,  their  labour,  their  persons,  and  their  pro- 
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p-rty    being  at  the  absoktc  command  of  the 
owners  of  the  estate  on  which  they  are  born. 

The  following  is  the  conversation  which  our 
travellers  held  with  Mr.  Gorodek,  on  a  subject, 
which  to  them,  born  in  a  free  country,  where 
the  peasant  is  not  less  free  than  the  prmce, 
possessed  a  painful  interest. 

"  With  a  few  exceptions"  said  Mr.  Gorodek, 
to  Leech's  first  inquiry, ''  thepeasants  of  Russia 
are  all  slaves  :  they  form  two  classes,  peasants 
of  the  crown,    and  peasants  belongmg  to  indi- 
viduals.      Our    emperor   has    done   much    to 
improve  the  condition  of  the   former,   and  to 
render  their  emancipation,    as  well  as  that  ot 
the   latter  class   more  easily  practicable  ;  and 
yet  the    condition    of  both    is  degrading   and 
deplorable."   -  So  I  should  suppose"  said  J  ames 
Leech,  "'  dve  them  anything  short  of  freedom, 
and  what  security  have  they  that  the  advanta- 
ges    which   they   possess   to  day,    may  not  be 
torn    from    them   to  morrow.     Slavery  in    its 
mildest  form  is  still  a  state  of  bondage,    and 
never  can  Russia  be  a  great  or  a  happy  nation,  so 
lono;  as  that  wretched  system  continues.  —  Are 
many  of  the  people  in  this  deplorable  stated 
asked  Bartle.     "  About  a  sixth  part  of  the  pea- 
santry,"   said   Mr.  Gorodek,  -  belonged  some 
years  ago   to  the  crown,  many,  however,  have 


48 


been  made  free,  and  have  become  burghers    a 
word  vvhich  corresponds  to  your  ^Freeman  ;'  but 
wretched  is  the  condition  of  those  peasantry 
who   belong   to  private  individuals,   they   are 
their  property  as  much  as  the  cattle  on  their 
estates.     The  rent  paid  by  crown  peasants  is 
hxed,  that  paid  by.  private  peasants    has   no 
limit  but  the  will   of  their  master,  and  they 
niustlabour  for  him  at  any  rate,  whichhechuses 
to  pay—As  soon  as  a  child  reaches  the  age  of 
ten   Its  labour  is  required  ;  and  when  he  arrives 
at  filteen,  he  is  obliged  by  law  to  labour  three 
days  in  each   week  for  his  master,  and  if  ho 
chuses  to  employ  him  the  other  days  he  may  ; 
liDdmg  him,  however,   in  food  and  clothing— 
indeed,  to  do  their  owners  justice,  they  take 
good  care  of  their  slaves  ;   but  what  merit  is 
that  in  a  country  where  provisions  are  plentiful, 
good   and  cheap?"  -  Away  with  such  an  idea," 
said  Bartle  with  w^oll  marked  indignation,  ''  is 
It  because  a  man  feeds,  and  clothes,  and  lodges, 
me,  that  therefore,  he  is  warranted  in  ranking 
iBe  with  his  cattle  ?-I  know,  Sir,  that  plenty 
ot  meat,  and  drink,  and  clothing,   and  lodging, 
are  good  things,  but  would  you  satisfy  a  priso- 
ner thus  so  long  as  the  walls  of  his  duno-eon 
were  before  his  eyes  ?     For  my  own  part,  I 
had  rather  live  on  bread  and  water,   if  at  li- 
berty  to  go  where  I  pleased;  than  live  like  a 
pnnce  in  a  prison ;  but  tell  me.   Sir,   has  the 
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master  the  power  of  punishing  his  slaves  by- 
blows  or  confinement  ?"  "  No,"  replied  Mr. 
Gorodek,  *'  the  law  forbids  him  to  use  cruelty, 
X  grant  you,  however,  the  law  is  easily  evaded 
— It  declares  also,  that  no  slave  can  quit  his 
village,  or  if  a  domestic  slave,  his  master's  house, 
without  a  passport — If  he  runs  away,  imprison- 
ment, with  hard  labour,  is  his  punishment,  or 
he  may  be  sent  to  the  public  work  house,  or 
into  the  army.  Slaves  may  be  sold  like  so  many 
head  of  cattle,  but  not  out  of  Russia,  nor  is  it 
lawful,  except  to  a  noble— and  they  may  be 
freed  either  by  manumission,  by  purchase, 
or  by  serving  in  the  army  or  navy." 

"  I  should  suppose,  Sir,"  said  Bartle,  "that 
the  crown  peasant  is  the  more  fortunate  of  the 
two."  "  He  is,"  said  Mr.  Gorodek,  "  and  for 
this  reason,  that  his  abrock,  or  rent,  is  fixed 
generally  at  five  rubles  a  year,  and  as  he  is  sure 
that  it  will  not  be  raised  he  is  more  industrious 
— The  noble  on  the  other  may  demand  as  much 
as  the  slave  is  able  to  earn — If  a  slave  exercises 
any  trade  which  brings  him  more  than  agricul- 
tural labour  would  do,  his  abrock  is  raised — 
If  by  a  journey  to  Petersburgh,  or  other  cities, 
he  can  earn  even  still  more,  he  has  to  pay  a 
higher  abrock.  The  aged  and  infirm  indeed 
are  entitled  to  support  from  their  owners,  but 
many  of  them  prefer  casual  charity  to  the  pit- 
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tance  they  thus  receive,  and  then  they  are  often 
called  on  to  pay  an  abrock  for  this  permission 
to  heg." 

"  And  yet  I  have  heard/'  said  Bartle,  ''that 
there  is  much  comfort  amongst  the  peasantry 
of  Russsia."  "  There  certainly  is,"  said  Mr. 
Gorodek  ;  "their  houses  arc  rudely  constructed, 
but  they  are  warm,  and  well  adapted  to  their 
habits ;  they  sometimes,  though  not  often,  con- 
sist of  two  stories,  the  lower  forming  a  store- 
room, whilst  in  the  upper  one  they  dwell  ; 
their  diet  also  is  substantial — black  rye  bread, 
eggs,  salt  fish,  mushrooms  and  bacon,  salt  and 
fresh  meat,  groats  and  rye  flour,  seasoned,  with 
onions  and  garlic ; — their  clothing,  however, 
is  dear."  ''So  I  should  suppose,"  said  Bartle, 
"  for  I  was  asked  since  I  landed,  just  double  as 
much  as  I  could  have  bought  a  suit  for  in 
England."  "  I  am  sure  of  it,"  replied  Mr. 
Gorodek  ;  "  but  still  our  clothing  has  the  ad- 
vantage of  yours  in  strength;  besides  that, 
being  loose  and  wide,  it  lasts  longer.  It  is  a 
rare  thing  to  see  a  Russian  in  rags."  "  Give 
us  still,"  said  both  the  young  men  at  once, — 
"  give  us  freedom,  and  we  could  bear  rags  or 
poverty, — aye,  or  any  privation,  without  re- 
pining." 

"I  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  the  severity  of 
the  cold  in  Russia,"  said  James  Leech,  to  Mr. 
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Gorodek,  one    day  after  dinner,   ''but  I  can 
scarcely  believe  it  when  I  feel  the  warmth  of 
your  summer."     "  Our  summers  are  hotter," 
replied  Mr.  Gorodek,  "than  yours  in  England, 
and   I  think  when  winter  comes,  you  will  not 
hesitate  to  confess  that  cold  is  in  the  same  degree 
more  intense  than  yours  ;  but  have  you   never 
heard  of  the  Palace  which  Catherine  built  in 
the  year  1740,  on  occasion  of  the  marriage  of 
her  minister.  Prince  Galitzii — that  shows  how 
severe  our  winters  frosts  are."     "Yes,  Sir,  an- 
swered he,  "  all  our  books  of  travels,  mention 
it  as  a  well  known  fact,  but  I  have  never  seen 
a  description  of   it."     "  When  you  are  better 
acquainted  with  our  language,  you  may  read  a 
particular  account  which  was  published  at  the 
time  by   Mr.  Kraft;  in  the  m^an  time,   take 
the  following  brief  detail,  which  is  given  by  a 
countryman  of  yours,  who  resided  a  long  time 
with  us.     I  should  mention  that  seven  years 
previous  to  the  erection  of  the  palace,  an  ice 
castle  and  garrison  had  been   built  upon  the 
river  Neva;  the  ice,  however,  bent  under  their 
weight  and  that  of  the  soldiers  who  were  sta- 
tioned in  them,  which   determined  Catherine 
to  have  the  other  built  upon  the  land,  halfway 
between  the  Admiralty  and  the  Winter  Palace. 
I  agree  fully  in  the  remark  which  is  made  by 
your  countryman,  that  it  is  difficult  to  deter- 
mine whether  the  expense  of  erecting  this  pa- 
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lace,  or  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended, 
as  the  temporary  residence  of  the  prince  and 
Jiis  bride,  showed  the  greatest  folly. 

*'The  ice  palace  was  constructed  of  blocks  of 
ice  cut  out  of  the  winter  covering  of  the  Neva, 
which  were  from  two  to  three  feet  in  thickness 
according  to  necessity — Being  properly  squared 
and  formed,  and  laid  on  in  regular  courses 
like  masonry,  water  was  poured  between  them, 
which  being  soon  frozen,  acted  like  a  cement 
— so  that  the  whole  building  may  be  said  to 
have  consisted  of  one  immense  mass  of  ice. 

*'The  length  of  the  palace  was  about  fifty-six 
feet,  its  breadth  seventeen  and  a  half,  and  its 
height  twenty-one.  It  was  constructed  accord- 
ing to  the  strictest  rules  of  art,  and  was  adorned 
with  a  portico,  columns,  and  statues — It  con- 
sisted of  a  single  story,  the  front  having  a  door 
and  fourteen  windows,  the  frames  of  the  latter 
as  well  as  the  panes  being  all  formed  of  ice — 
The  sides  of  the  doors  and  of  the  windows 
were  painted  in  imitation  of  green  marble. 

''On  each  side  of  the  door  was  a  dolphin, from 
the  mouths  of  which,  by  a  particular  contriv- 
ance, volumes  of  flame  were  emitted  by  night. 
Next  to  them  were  two  mortars,  equal  to 
eighty  pounders,  from  which  many  bomb  shells 
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were  thrown,  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  powder 
being  used  for  each  charge.  On  each  side  of 
the  mortars  stood  three  pieces  of  cannon,  equal 
to  three  pounders,  mounted  upon  carriages, 
and  with  wheels  which  were  often  used ;  from 
one  of  them  a  bullet  was  driven  through  a 
board  two  inches  thick,  at  the  distance  of  sixty 
paces;  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  powder  being 
also  used  for  the  charge. 

"The  interior  of  the  building  had  no  ceiling 
and  consisted  of  a  lobby  and  two  large  apart- 
ments, one  on  each  side,  which  were  well  fur- 
nished and  painted  in  the  most  excellent  man- 
ner, though  merely  formed  of  ice.  Tables, 
chairs,  statues,  looking-glasses,  and  other  or- 
naments, besides  tea  cups,  tumblers,  wine- 
glasses, and  even  plates  with  provisions,  were 
seen  in  one  apartment,  also  formed  of  ice  and 
painted  of  their  natural  colours,  while  in  the 
other  was  remarked  a  state  bed,  with  bed-stead, 
curtains,  pillows,  bed-clothes,  two  pair  of  slip- 
pers, and  two  night-caps  of  the  same  cold  sub- 
stance as  the  building, 

"Behind  the  cannon  the  mortars  and  the  dol- 
phins, stretched  a  low  balustrade.  On  each  side 
of  the  building|Was  a  small  entrance,  pots  with 
flowers  and  orange-trees  partly  formed  of  ice 
and  partly  natural.     Beyond  these  were  erected 
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two  icy  pyramids.  On  the  right  of  one  of  these, 
stood  an  Elephant  which  was  hollow,  so  that  a 
person  placed  within  by  means  of  a  tube  imi- 
tated the  natural  cries  of  this  animal.  On  the 
left  of  the  other  pyramid  was  a  bath,  which  is 
said  to  have  been  sometimes  heated  and  even 
appropriated  to  use. 

''The  appearance  of  the  ice  palace  it  is  said 
was  remarkably  splendid  when  lighted  with 
numerous  lamps  and  candles.  Amusing  trans- 
paroDcies  were  hung  in  the  windows  to  increase 
the  effect,  and  together  with  the  dolphins  emit- 
ting flames,  excited  the  astonishment  of  the 
people. 

"As  might  be  expected,"  concluded  Mr.  Goro- 
dek,  "crowds  of  people  were  continually  visiting 
this  extraordinarj'  structure,  which  remained 
entire  from  the  beginning  of  January  almost  to 
the  middle  of  March.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
and  as  Spring  drew  near,  the  fabric  began  to 
melt,  and  soon  afterwards  it  was  broken  into 
pieces ;  which  were  conveyed  to  the  imperial 
cellar." 

The  two  friends  had  arrived  in  Petersburgh 
on  the  15th  of  August,  and  it  was  now  the 
middle  of  September,  so  much  time  however 
had  not  been  spent  in  vain.      Their  evenings 
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were  generally  spent  at  home,  when  a  person 
attended  to  give  them  lessons  in  the  Russian 
language  :  French  they  had  found  so  generally 
known  amongst  the  upper  classes  that  they 
applied  themselves  to  learn  it  first,  and  by  it 
seldom  were  at  a  loss  to  make  themselves 
understood  :  it  was  evident  however  that  a 
knowledge  of  the  native  tongue,  was  essential 
to  persons  about  to  reside  and  to  have  intercourse 
with  all  ranks  amongst  the  people,  and  therefore 
they  set  themselves  down  steadily  to  learn  it. 
Let  it  not  be  supposed  hov/everthat  tbey  made 
rapid  progress  in  it.  The  letters  were  unlike 
their  own,  the  sounds  appeared  to  them  harsh 
and  disagreeable  ;  and  so  different  was  the  pro- 
nunciation, that  it  was  some  time  before  they 
could  bring  the  tongue  to  articulate  the  words 
they  had  to  learn.  Indeed  they  had  one  quality 
which  facilitated  their  efforts — they  were  not 
ashamed  to  try  to  speak  it  even  when  they  knew 
but  little ;  and  as  the  ear  in  a  short  time  be- 
came accustomed  to  the  sound,  they  were  en- 
abled afterwards  not  only  to  comprehend  what 
was  said  to  them,  but  gradually  to  correct  their 
own  faults  of  pronunciation  so  as  to  become 
more  competent,  to  the  duties  of  their  respec- 
tive employments. 

It  happened  about  this  time,  that  one  of  Mr. 
Gorodek's  clerks  settled  in  the  south  of  Russia, 
near  the  Black  Sea,   having  business  to  trans- 
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act  with  some  merchants  engaged  in  the  Lejant 
or  Mediterranean  trade,  had  been  obliged  to 
set  out  from  Odessa  to  Constantinople  to  meet 
them.     He  had  there  taken  the  plague  fever, 
and  died,  and  though  Mr.   Gorodek   had  not 
intended  for  some  months  longer  to  sendBartle 
away  fromPetersburgh,it  became  necessary  that 
be  should,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible  set-oit 
to  take  the  place  thus  unexpectedly  left  vacant. 
Bartle  Smith  was  of  a  strong  hardy  constitution, 
able  to  endure  much  fatigue,  J  ames  on  the  other 
band  slight  and  delicate  in  constitution,  and  a 
cold  whfch  had  fallen  particularly  on  his  lungs 
bad  rendered  him  still  more  unfit  for  the  long 
and  fatiguing  journey,  which 'it  was  now  neces- 
sary  one  of  them  should  undertake.     *'  The 
weatherhowever  is  still  fine,"  said  Mr.  Gorodek, 
''and  by  setting  off  without  delay  you  will  reach 
your   destination  before  it  breaks.     Make  up 
your  trunks  therefore  and  leave  it  to  me  to  pro- 
vide all  things  necessary  for  your  comfortable 
accommodation  on  the  journey."   "  1  thank  you 
sir,"  said  Bartle  cheerfully,  *' my  portmanteau 
will  be  ready  in  a  few  hours  and  I  can  start  to- 
morrow :  I  shall  part  with  my  friends  here  vvith 
regret,  but,  it  will  give  me  pleasure  to  afl'ord 
yoli  this  proof  of  my  great  anxiety  to  justify 
your  good'  opinion  and  to  show  my  gratitude 
for  all  your  kindness."    *'  Not  to-morrow,  Bar- 
tle," said  Mr,  Gorodek,  shaking  him  by  the 
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band,  "  not  to-morrow,  but,  in  three  days  you 
shall  leave  us,  and  1  know  that  your  conduct 
will  be  such  as  to  deserve  all  tlie  confidence 
I  shall  repose  in  you. 
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When  Mr.  Gorodek  had  left  the  apartment, 
the  two  young  men  sat  down  together  to  talk 
over  their  approaching  separation  and  to  arrange 
apian  of  correspondence.  "  After  all,"  said  Bar- 
tie,  with  assumed  cheerfulness,  as  if  he  wished 
to  comfort  his  friend,  "  it  is  only  a  few  months 
earlier  than  we  expected — for  it  was  settled  be- 
fore we  left   England,  that  I    should  go   to 
Odessa — and  perhaps   we  may  meet  once   a 
year."     ''  If  I  were  sure  of  that  Bartle,"  said 
James,  affectionately,   "  I  could  more  readily 
give  you  up;  and  yet,"  added  he,  **  the  distance 
is  so  great,  the  journey  so   fatiguing,  T  almost 
feel  that  we  shall  meet  but  seldom."     **  There 
is  only  one  resource  left  us,"  said  Bartle,  *'  it  is 
to  write  to  each  other  as  often  as  opportunity 
presents  itself."     **  I  agree  to  it  gladly,"  replied 
James,  "  and  trust  we  shall  both  derive  satis- 
faction from  the  performance.     For  twenty- 
three  years  we  have  known  each  other,  and  at 
no  time  during  that  long  period,  has  our  friend- 
ship been  for  a  day  interrupted."     '*  If  we  know 
each  other,"  replied  Bartle,  *'  absence  will  only 
rivet  that  attachment  which  links   us  to  each 
other." 
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When  Mr.  Gorodek  left  the  room,  as  we 
have  mentioned,  it  was  to  make  inquiry  amongst 
his  acquaintance,  whether  any  person  was  about 
to  make  the  journey  to  Odessa,  in  order  that 
his  friend  Bartle  might  have  the  advice   of  an 
experienced  person  whilst  travelling  through  a 
foreign  country:  his  inquiries  were  notsuccessful, 
but,  he  found  an  officer  of  the  Emperor's  guard, 
who  was  going  to  join  his  regiment  in  Moscow 
and  as  this  was  nearly  700  versts*  of  the  way, 
he  gladly  proposed  to  him  that  he  should  have  a 
seat  in  Bartle's  travelling  carriage,  he  bearing  a 
proportion  of  the  travelling  expenses.     His  next 
care  was  to  procure  a  passport  for  Bartle  pro- 
perly registered, and  an  order  to  the  post  houses 
to  furnish  the  travellers  to  the  number  of  seven 
horses  if  they  should  be  necessary.  The  expense 
of  this  order  was  at  the  rate  of  a  copeck  (about  a 
penny)  a  verst  for  each  animal,  this  goes  to  Go- 
vernment, whilst  two  copecks  are  paid  to  the 
owners  of  the  horse  for  his  remuneration. 

On  the  morning  appointed,  Bartle,  having 
previously  received  his  employer's  instructions, 
was  ready  for  setting  out  at  an  early  hour  : 
his  heart  was  full  at  parting  from  his  friends, 
but  he  had  strength  of  mind  sufficient  not  to 
increase  their  regrets  by  letting  them  see  his 

*  A  verst  is  equal  to  tbree  quarters  of  an  English  mile. 
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owD.  After  an  affcctiorrate  farewell,  he  jump- 
ed into  his  kibitka — closed  the  door  on  him- 
self, and  having  called  on  his  companion  as 
he  passed,  they  were  soon  several  versts  out- 
side the  walls  of  Petersburgb,  and  pursuing 
their  journey  almost  in  a  due  southerly  direc- 
tion. 

At  a  short  distance  outside  the  city,  began 
those  roads  which  are  peculiar  to   Russia — 
'J'runks  of  trees  laid  across  the  way  in  rows 
parallel  to  and  touching  each  other,   bound  at 
each  end  and  in  the  centre  by  long  poles,   or 
beams,   fastened  into  the  y^round  wiih  w^ooden 
pegs.     These  trunks  were  covered  with  layers 
of  boughs,  and  the  whole  was  strewed  over  with 
sand  and  earth — When  the  road  is  new  it  is  re- 
markably good,  but  as  the  trunks  decay  or  sink 
into  the  ground,   and  as  the  sand    or  earth  is 
worn  away  or  washed  off  by  the  rain,  it  is  bro- 
ken into  innumerable  holes  ;  hence  the  jolting 
which  the  traveller  experiences  may  be  better 
conceived  than  described— had  it  been  winter, 
the  snow  which  would  then  have  covered  the 
ground  would  have  admitted  of  a  m.uch  more 
expeditious  and  pleasant  mode  of  travelling  by 
means  of  sledges.     As  this,   however,  was  not 
the  season,  and  the  Emperor's  plan  for  improv- 
ing the  ccmmunication  between  the  two  capi- 
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tals  had  not  yet  been  executed.*  Mr.  Gorodek 
endeavoured,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
country,  to  make  his  friends  comfortable,  by 
buying  a  kibitka,  and  having  a  feather  bod 
laid  over  a  mattress,  in  order  to  render  the 
jolting  less  distressing.  lo  this  vehicle  the 
back  Ts  supported  by  soft  pillows,  the  carriage 
itself  was  in  shape  like  a  large  wooden  cradle, 
without  springs  or  even  a  single  piece  of  iron, 
the  different  parts  being  fastened  together,  and 
to  the  wheels,  hy  wooden  pins,  ropes,  and 
sticks.  It  was  calculated  to  hold  two  persons 
abreast,  besides  the  driver  who  sat  near  the 
horse's  tail. 

The  palace  of  Tzarskoselo  is  twenty- two 
versts  from  Petersburgh,  and  the  only  object 
worth  notice  between  that  city  and  Novgorod. 
— Tt  was  built  of  brick,  stuccoed  over.  Before 
the  front,  which  extended  eight  hundred  feet, 
covered  with  columns,  pilasters,  and  other  or- 
naments, all  gilded,  was  a  large  court,  sur- 
rounded by  low  buildings,  for  kitchens,  and 
other  out-houses — It  had  been  the  favourite  re- 
sidence of  the  Empress  Catherine  during  her 
l    life  time,  and  was  subsequently  the  spot  where 

^>  •  Since  that  period  the  Russian  government  have  re- 

solved to  construct  roads  like  those  in  other  parts  of  Europe, 
and  one  hundred  miles  of  the  distance  between  Petersburgh 
and  Moscow,  have  actually  been  laid  down,  Macad;imized. 
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Alexander  and  his  brother  Constantine  had 
been  brought  up,  and  had  passed  their  earliest 
years  The  interior,  which  Bartle  and  his 
companion  stopped  to  see,  was  fitted  up  with 
more  magnificence  than  taste ;  of  one  room  the 
walls  were  covered  with  amber,  which,  though 
a  most  costly  substance,  produced  no  beauty— 
Another  room  was  hung  round  with  a  number 
of  valuable  pictures  without  frames,  set  so  close 
together  that  the  wall  could  no  where  be  seen, 
and  the  effect  was,  that  it  looked  like  one  pic- 
ture made  up  of  patches  of  other  pictures.* 
The  gardens,  however,  were  m  the  l^ngUsn 
style  and  were  very  handsome— Indeed  the 
whole  way  from  Petersburgh  was  one  long 
avenue  of  trees  which  led  to  it-the  road  was 
enlivened  by  houses,  and  enriched  by  cultiva- 

tion. 

Bartle  had  not  travelled  much  in  England, 
Ms  business  chiefly  confining  him  to  London, 
he  knew  enough,  however,  of  the  roads  m  his 
own  country  to  be  satisfied  of  the  inferiority  of 
those  in  Russia.  Mr.  Gorodek  had  done  ali  in 
his  power  to  make  the  journey  comfortable, 
and  yet  Bartle  could  not  avoid  giving  vent  to 

*  This  Palace  on  which  such  vast  sums  of  monej  had    / 
been  expended,  was  burnt  to  the  ground  by  acci^-  «»  J^^^ 
24th  of  May.  1820,     Alexander,  hnnself,  who  happenea    ] 
to  be  there  at  the  time,  was  a  witness  to  the  conflagration. 
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his  dissatisfaction,  "  If  the  whole  road  from 
Petersburgh  to  Moscow,"  said  he  to  Capt.  Kuri- 
lof,  "  be  covered  with  trunks  of  trees,  it  must 
require  an  amazing  number  of  them,   and  the 
worst  of  it  is,  that  so  much  timber  should  be 
employed  to  such  a  purpose."     ''  Yes,"  replied 
he,  "  the  expense  of  wood  is  indeed  great,  but 
then  you  will  perceive  in  the  course  of  our 
journey,   that  the   forests  are   inexhaustible: 
however  the  whole  road  is  not  constructed  in 
the  same  way,  though  it  was  the  intention  of 
Peter  the  Great  that  it  should  be  composed  of 
trees.     In  1743  when  a  countryman  of  your's 
travelled  along  it,  only  one  hundred  miles  had 
been  completed  in  pursuance  of  the  original  de- 
sio-n."     ''  I  am  aware  of  the  fact  you  mention," 
said  Bartle,  "  and  also  of  the  curious  calcula- 
tion he  made,  respecting  the  number  of  trees 
which  would  be  necessary  for  a  road  of  one 
hundred  miles,    allowing  he   says,    one   tree 
with  another,  to  be  nine  inches  in  diameter, 
and  the  length  twenty-three  feet— the  road  be- 
ing forty-six    feet   wide,    and   supposing   the 
foundation  and  sides  to  be  only  half  as  many 
more  as  the  bridge  is  composed  of  at  the  surface 

there  is   an    expense  of  2,100,000  trees." 

"  Think,  however,"  said  Capt.  Kurilof,  *'  what 
must  have  been  the  consumption  of  wood  to 
form  all  the  main  and  cross  roads  of  the  em- 
pire?" "  Immense,"  said  Bartle.— "  Our  Em- 
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peror  has  now  resolved,  rejoined  Lis  companion, 
that  our  roads  shall  resemble  those  of  other 
countries — and  you  will  see  traces  of  what  has 
been  done  before  you  reach  ^Moscow."' 

There  are  few  cities  in  the  whole  extent  of 
Russia  so  interesting  as   Novogrod — the  first 
place  of   importance   in  our  travellers  route, 
whether   we  regard  its  history,  or  its  present 
condition.  It  is  i20  miles  south  of  Petersburgh, 
in  latitude  5S°  31',   east  longitude  31°  19',  in  a 
fine  plain  at  the  northern  end  of  lake  llmen, 
and  divided  into  two  parts  by  the  Volchof,  a 
deep  and  rapid  river,  about  the  same  breadth  as 
the  LifFey  at  Chapelizod,  near  Dublin.    It  was 
formerly  a  place  of  so  much  importance  as  to 
give  rise  to  a  proverb,  which  implied,  that  no- 
thing could  resist  the  power  of  Great  Novgorod 
— It  w^as  then  the  seat  of  government,  at  pre- 
sent, it  consists  of  small  scattered   groups   of 
miserable  houses,   separated   by  ruins,  which, 
however,  attest  its  former  magnificence.     Bar- 
tie  found   that  its  decay  might  be  dated  from 
the  time  when  Peter  the  Great  founded  Peters- 
burgh,  as  this  gave  a  new  direction  to  com- 
merce— previous   to  that  it  was  the  centre  of 
the   inland    Russian    trade.      It   contained  at 
least  400,000  inhabitants,  and  covered  an  area, 
fifty-six  miles  in  circumference,  its  population, 
at  present,  docs  not  cxceod  7000. 
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There  were,  however,  two  obj  ects  in  Novogrod 
which  Barllo  and  his  companions  went  to  see ;  the 
Cathedral  of  St.  Sophia,  built  about  800  years 
ago,  and  containing  several  ancient  paintings, 
and  the  citadel  called  the  Kremlin,  in  which  is 
the  ancient  palace  of  the  Czars,  the  whole  sur- 
rounded by  a  rampart  of  earth,  flanked  with 
towers,  a  mile  and  a  half  in  circumference. 

Leaving  Novgorod,  Bartle  and  his  fellow 
traveller  reached  a  village  called  Bronitza— 
from  arising  ground  near  which  they  enjoyed 
a  very  singular  as  well  as  extensive  prospect. 
For  three  or  four  miles  the  country  was  divided 
into  large  enclosures  of  pasture  and  corn  fields. 
On  the  south  the  Valdai  hills  were  seen  skirt- 
ing an  immense  plain,  which  extended  north- 
east, and  south-west,  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach — not  a  single  hillock  could  be  seen — a 
few  solitary  wooden  villages  looked  like  specks 
in  a  boundless  desert,  whilst  at  a  great  distance 
rose  the  spires  of  Novgorod,  near  the  lake 
llmen,  which  also  was  seen. — It  had  nothing 
remarkable  in  it  but  as  it  is  a  characteristic  of 
European  Russia. 

The  country  round  Valdai,  the  next  place 
on  the  road  to  Moscow,  where  our  travellers 
stopped,  is  more  agreeable  and  diversified  than 
the  usual  scenery  in    Russia.     The  town  lies 

e2 


66 

on  an  agreeable  slope,  and  its  houses  are  bettor 
built,  and  more  decorated,  than  the  generality 
of  Russian  houses  are. — It  appeared  to  Bartle 
like  one  of  those  fertile  spots  in  the  desert, 
which  affords  a  resting  place  to  the  traveller, 
and  food  for  his  cattle — It  is  surrounded  on 
three  sides  by  mud  ramparts,  the  fourth  being 
open  to  the  lake,  and  contains  three  churches, 
500  houses,  and  1500  inhabitants,  its  latitude 
67"  48',  north  longitude  32M0'  east.    ^  Valdai 
gives  its  name  to  a  lake  and  a  chain  of  hills — 
The  lake  is  nine  miles  in  circumference,  with 
a  wooded  island  in  its  centre — on  this  stands  a 
church,    the   glittering   spires    of    which   rise 
among  the  dark  foliage   of    the   surrounding 
trees.     The  Valdai  hills,   however,  are  not  of 
great  elevation,   but  they  are  the  highest  be- 
tween the  Gulf  of  Finland  and  theEuxine  Sea, 
and  separate  the  waters  which   flow  towards 
the  Caspian  from  those  which  flow  towards  the 
Baltic,   their  direction    being   north-east,  and 
south-west.     It  was  this  circumstance  that  in- 
duced  Peter  the  Great  to  fix  on  this  spot,  as 
affording  the  means  of  opening  a  water  com- 
munication between  the  northern  and  southern 
regions  of  his  empire — He  accordingly  formed 
the   canal  called  the   V'ishnei  Volotck  canal, 
and   notwithstanding  the  obstacles  which  lay 
in  his  way,  from  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and 
other  circumstances,  he  soon  accomplished  his 
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plan— comparatively  speaking,  however,  the 
plan  was  not  difficult— three  versts  being  tne 
wiiole  interval  v\4iich  it  was  necessary  to  cut 
through  to  unite  the  Caspian  with  the  Baltic, 
a  distance  of,  at  least,  5000  versts,  the  Volga, 
the  Tverza,  and  the  Msta,  being  the  interme- 
diate streams. 

As  Bartle  and  his  companions  passed  along 
this  valley,  they  observed,  that  the  dress  of  the 
female  peasantry  was  different  from  any  they 
had  before  seen.— It  consisted  of  a  shift  with 
full  sleeves,  over  which  they  wore  a  pelisse  ot 
lambs'  wool,  lined  with  cloth,  and  adorned  with 
gold  buttons  and  lace— a  short  petticoat,  with 
coloured  stockings.— The  hair  of  the  unmarri^ 
women,  as  in  most  parts  of  Russia,  was  braided, 
and  hung  down  to  a  great  length— when  mar- 
ried, the  hair  is  twisted  up,  and  fastened  on  the 
crown  of  the  head ;  this  constitutes  the  distinc- 
tion between  the  dress  of  married  and  single 
women . 

In  approaching  Volotck  their  course  lay 
along  a  timber  road,  which  was  carried  over 
extensive  morasses,  and  was  cut  through  a  for- 
est. Bartle  observed  also  several  villages,  as 
well  as  fields,  and  gardens,  surrounded  by 
wooden  palisades,  about  twelve  feet  in  height, 
which  presented  a  very  singular  appearance.— 
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The  custom,  he  found  on  inquiring,  was  very- 
ancient,  being  intended  as  a  defence  against 
the  sudden  attacks  of  the  Tartar  hordes,  who 
used  often  to  invade  them  from  the  south,  and 
penetrate  still  further  into  the  country,  for  the 
sake  of  plunder ;  the  danger  no  longer  conti- 
nues, but  the  custom  still  remains,  and  affords 
a  singular  evidence,  how  little  time  has  elapsed 
since  the  country  was  in  a  barbarous  state. 

Before  they  reached  this  town,  however, 
they  found  themselves  obliged  to  rest  for  the 
night  at  Ycdrovo,  and  perhaps  no  place  upon 
the  road  will  give  the  reader  so  good  an  idea 
of  a  Russian  village.  It  consists  of  one  street, 
as  broad  as  Thomas-street,  in  Dublin,  formed 
by  the  gable- ends  of  wooden  huts,  whose  roofs 
overhang  the  walls  beneath,  and  terminated  by 
the  church. — In  these  houses  there  are  win- 
dows of  four  panes  of  glass,  with  curious 
carved  ornaments  at  top.  Each  house  had  a 
a  gallery,  or  balustrade  below,  besides  the 
projecting  roof  from  the  face  of  the  building  to 
keep  off  the  sun  in  summer,  and  the  cold  wea- 
ther in  winter.  A  sort  of  double  gate  separated 
each  from  his  neighbour,  and  led  into  a  large 
court-yard,  filled  with  sheds  and  old  kibitkas, 
besides  an  accumulation  of  slovenliness,  not  in- 
ferior to  that  of  the  rudest  country  on  the 
earth's  surface. 
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Vishnei  Volotck,  where  Bartle  Smith  and 
Mr.  Kurilof  stopped,  is  a  place  of  considera- 
ble importance.  By  means  of  the  canal,  al- 
ready mentioned,  the  merchandize  of  Astrakan 
is  brought  to  this  place,  and  hence  is  sent  on 
to  the  Baltic.  The  town  appeared  thriving, 
and  was  full  of  buildings  and  shops. 

Before  the  reign  of  the  empress  Catherine,  the 
inhabitants  were  slaves — being  made  free,  how- 
ever, by  her,  they  soon  began  to  profit  by  the 
commercial  advantages  of  their  situation,  and 
hence  it  appears  remarkably  contrasted  with 
other  places  on  the  road.  In  saying  this  how- 
ever, the  reader  must  recollect  that  it  is  of  Russia 
we  speak  :  almost  all  the  houses  are  of  wood, 
a  few  only  belonging  to  the  wealthy,  and  the 
court  of  justice,  which  was  erected  by  the  em- 
press, being  of  brick. 

Bartle  had  observed  that  the  driver  of  their 
Kibitka,  always  carried  a  bell  suspended  to 
his  belt,  and  found,  on  inquiring,  that  it  was  a 
mark  of  privilege — in  consequence  of  his  hav- 
ing a  Poderosney,  the  name  of  the  title  to  this 
noisy  distinction — at  this  place  he  saw  a  poor 
fellow  cudgelled  unmercifully  by  the  town 
guard,  because  he  had  presumed  to  carry  a 
bell  without  any  right  to  do  so. 
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In  this  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the 
great  road  between  Petersburgh  and  Moscow, 
Bartle  was  greatly  struck  with  the  uncommon 
activity  of  the  transport  trade.  He  seldom 
met  fewer  than  six  caravans  daily;  consisting 
of  strings  of  twenty  or  thirty  single  horsed  carts,  ^ 
carrying  about  ten  cwt.  each.  They  were  al- 
most always  in  sight  and  appearing  at  a  great 
distance,  whenever  the  country  was  open,  gave 
animation  to  the  scene,  which  it  wanted.— 
Those  on  their  way  to  Petersburgh,  were  car- 
rying thither  the  produce  of  the  southern  coun- 
tries— those  returning  from  it,  carried  sugar, 
coffee,  logwood,  and  other  articles  for  dying  : 

some  of  them  were  laden  with  English  lead, 

which  notwithstanding  the  distance  from  whence 

it  was  brought,  could  be  purchased  cheaper  than 
the  metal  brought  from  the  Siberian  mines. 

There  also  passed  him  innumerable  herds  of 
oxen,  on  their  way  to  Petersburgh,  from  the 
Ukraine,  a  part  of  Tartary,  far  to  the  south 
of  Moscow.  And  what  astonished  him  most, 
was  to  find,  that  during  this  progress  of  nearly 
1100  versts,  the  drovers  seldom  enter  a  house : 
their  cattle  are  fed  on  the  strips  of  pasture 
which  line  the  side  of  the  road,  and  by  law 
must  be  left  one  hundred  yards  broad.  Hence 
this  long  journey,  which  generally  occupies 
two  months,  is  accomplished  with  little  expense 
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to  their  owners,  and  with  little  fatigue  or  injury 
to  the  cattle.  In  the  evening,  the  effect  is  sin- 
gular, the  silence  being  interrupted  by  the  low- 
ing of  the  oxen,  and  the  songs  of  the  drivers  ; 
while  the  gloom  is  enlivened  by  the  glare  of 
numerous  groups  of  herdsmen,  sitting  round  the 
flame,  dressing  their  provisions,  or  sleeping  on 
the  bare  ground. 

From  Vishnei  Volotck  to  Tver,  which  is 
134  versts,  nothing  particular  occurred  to  vary 
the  sameness  of  tlie  journey.  As  the  kibitka 
approached  the  latter  place,  Bartle  had  remark- 
ed that  the  driver  stopped  three  or  four  times 
to  lift  some  stones  into  the  carriage— and  this, 
which  appeared  to  him  strange,  was  explamcd 
on  entering  the  city  ;  the  party  being  then  stop- 
ped for  the  customary  toll  of  three  large  stones, 
which  is  rigorously  exacted  from  the  owner  ot 
every  horse,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  the 
pavement. 

At  Tver,  they  beheld  the  Volga  which  rolls 
its  waters  through  a  course  of  4000  versts  in 
extent,  bearing  fertility  and  plenty  as  it  passes. 
Tver  is  very  grandly  situated  upon  the  loity 
banks  of  the  river ;  across  which  is  thrown  a 
bridge  of  boats,  550  feet  in  length,  connecting 
the  two  parts  of  the  city.  In  the  regularity 
of     its   streets    and   buildings,    it  ranks,     as 
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tie  found,  next  to  Petersburgh  and  Mosco\t.  tts 
ptiiicipal  wealth,  however,  is  derived  from  the 
trade  it  enjoys  as  a  entrepot  for  those  articles 
which  come  from  the  interior,  and  are  thence 
sent  to  Vishnei  Volotck  and  to  the  ports  of 
the  Baltic  Sea.  Great  quantities  of  grain  also 
are  exportedthencefor  Petersbiirgh,  by  the  Rus- 
sian Government.  When  our  travellers  passed 
through  it,  they  were  informed  that  200  barges 
Were  lying  off  the  city  loaded  with  this  article,and 

with  several  millions  of  eggs;  the  annual  number 
of  boats  that  pass  this  place  being  not  less  than 
2600:  They  are  all  flat  bottomed,  on  account 
of  the  frequent  shoals  in  the  Volga ;  and  vary 
in  size  from  that  of  a  canoe,  to  vessels  of  1000 
tons.  In  these  last,  the  rudder  which  is  very 
heavv,  is  moved  by  a  lever  from  thirty  to  forty 
feet  long ;  the  pilot  who  turns  it,  always  stand- 
ins;  upon  a  scaffold  at  that  distance  from  the 
stern.  The  mast  is  about  the  size  of  a  frigate's 
main-mast,  and  we  may  judge  hoA'  large  the 
sail  is,  when  there  are  in  it,  no  less  than  160 
breadths.  They  are  built  only  for  one  voyage, 
it  being  impossible  they  should  return.— The 
owners^therefore,  break  them  up  on  their  arri- 
val at  Petersburgh,  and  sell  them  for  fuel. 

From  Tver  to  Moscow,  which  is  104  versts, 
and  in  winter  might  be  traversed  in  fifteen  hours, 
nothing  interesting  occurred.     The  road  waa 
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broad  and  more  straight  than  any  which  they  * 
had  passed  before,  so  that,  for  some  time  ere 
they  approached  it,  they  could  observe  its  glit- 
tering houses  and  spires  :  nor  was  it  without 
satisfaction  that  they  found  themselves  rapidly 
nearingit,  Bartle  having  agreed  to  take  up  liis 
quarters  with  Captain  Kurilov,  until  he  should 
be  iu  some  degree  rested  from  his  fatigues,  and 
ready  to  resume  his  journey  southwards  to 
Odessa. 


TRAVELS 


IN 


EUROPEAN    RUSSIA. 


PART   II* 


It  was  at  tho  distance  of  two  miles  and  & 
iialf  from  Moscow  that  Bartlo  Smith  and  his 
companion  obtained  a  more  distinct  view  of  the 
city,  which  stretched  before  them  in  the  form 
of  a  crescent  to  a  great  extent ;  and  presented  to 
the  eye  a  splendid  collection  of  towers  and 
spires  and  domes,  gilded,  or  covered  with  cop- 
per or  tin,  glittering  in  the  sun,  which  then 
shone  with  great  brightness.  On  the  left  lay 
the  magnificent  palace  of  Petrovsky, which  was 
built  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Russian 
Sovereigns  during  their  visits  to  Moscow. 
**  ^yhat  a  splendid  looking  city,"  said  Bartle. 
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**  Yes,  ai  a  distance,  it  has  a  line  appoaranct^  i 
But  in  a  short  tirac,"  answered  Captain 
Kiirilov,  "  you  will  perceive  the  traces  of  war 
— I  was  stationed  here  in  I8J2,  just  two  years 
ago,  before  the  approach  of  the  French  array 
into  Russia,  under  Buonaparte,  and  I  have  seen 
it  since — lean  therefore  speak  from  actual  ob- 
servation, of  the  change  which  a  few  months 
had  produced  in  it — 1  remember  as  if  it  were 
but  yesterday,  the  appearance  of  every  thing 
as  we  drew  near  from  the  very  spot  where  we 
are  now.  Before  me  lay  an  open  plain,  over 
which  were  scattered  several  splendid  palaces, 
each  however  surrounded  by  a  number  of  mis- 
erable looking  cottages.  Even  v/ilhin  the  bar- 
rier it  looked  more  like  the  suburbs  of  a  city, 
than  the  city  itself;  and  yet  whatsoever  quar- 
ter I  visited  afterwards,  I  saw  the  same  straniie 
mixture  of  palaces  and  gardens,  fields  and  ho- 
vels. In  one  place  were  cattle  grazing  as  if 
we  were  in  the  country — in  another  were  broad 
streets,  some  paved,  others  covered  with  trunks 
of  trees,  or  else  boarded  like  the  floor  of  a 
room.  Still  it  was  a  magnificent  city,  more 
like,  as  I  was  told,  one  in  Asia  than  in  Eu- 
rope :  indeed  I  have  seen  all  the  great  capitals 
in  the  latter,  and  1  never  saw  one  which  Mos- 
cow resembled.'*'  "Was  the  population  great?" 
Q-sked  Bartlo.  "  That  was  the  peculiarity  of 
^Moscow,"    replied     Captain    Kurilov,     "  you 
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might  pass  tlirougb  parts  of  it  so  deserlcfl,  that 
you  would  have  asked  what  is  become   ot    the 
inhabitants  ;    whilst  turning  suddenly  towards 
the  quarter  where  the  shops  were  situated,  you 
mi'»bt  walk  as  it  were  upon  the  heads  of  thou- 
«an°ds.     The  throng  appeared  so  immense  that 
I  asked  the  cause,   and   was   told  that  it    was 
always  the  same.     Nor  was  the  dress  of  the 
persons  there  congregated,  less  various  ;  Greeks, 
Turks,    Tartars,    Cossacks,  Chinese,  Russians, 
English,French,  Italians,  Polos,  and  Germans, 
all  in  the  clothing  of  their  respective  countries. 
In  a  short  time  however  alt  was  changed.  The 
Russian    Governor  thought   it  his  duty  to    set 
lire  to  the  place  in  many  difTerent  quarters,  in 
order  that  it  might  not  afford  shelter  and  accom- 
modation to  the  French— and  soon  it  presented 
the  appearance  of  a  heap  of  ruins. 

After  this  lively  description,  Baitlo  was  bet- 
ter able  to  judge  of  the  devastation  which  had 
been  produced  by  the  occupation  of  the  city 
by  the  French  army.—At  first  but  few  symp- 
toms were  apparent,  because  the  buildings  were 
scattered  over  the  place,  and  at  a  short  distance 
were  concealed  by  the  trees;  hut  in  other  parts 
of  the  city,  where  wood  had  been  chiefly  used 
in  building,  the  destruction  was  great— Now 
and  then,  the  shell  of  a  house  was  seen  stand- 
ing?,  blackened  by  the  smoke  of  the  iiames 
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which  had  destroyed  the  inside,  or  else  a  heap 
of  stones  pointed  out  the  spot  where  a  dwelling 
once  stood.  Advancing  on,  they  came  nearer 
to  the  central  part  of  the  city,  but  it  was  only 
to  behold  marks  of  a  more  extensive  scene  of 
devastation — here  and  there,  indeed,  a  new 
building  had  been  erected — doubtless,  in  the 
place  of  another  which  had  been  destroyed  ; 
but  it  was  too  evident  that  the  two  scourges  of 
fire  and  sword  had  visited  it.  **  Moscow  with 
its  golden  cupolas,"  appeared  to  have  disap- 
peared, whilst  abundant  evidence  remained  to 
tell  the  traveller,  that  cities  like  mankind  have 
their  periods  of  decay  and  death;  and  that  one 
thing  alone  standeth  for  ever,  the  counsel  of 
the  Almighty. 

As  Bartle  made  these  reflections,  the  vehicle 
stopped  at  the  door  of  an  hotel  kept  by  a  French- 
man, who  having  been  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Russians  in  1812,  had  settled 
there,  and  now  kept  one  of  the  best  frequented 
inns  in  the  city.  The  apartments  which  they 
were  showed  were  convenient  and  spacious  — 
and  the  accommodation  good  in  all  respects  ex- 
cept beds  and  sheets.  With  much  difficulty 
they  obtained  two  bedsteads,  which  they  co- 
vered  with  their  own  bedding,  and  thus  contrived  / 
to  make  themselves  tolerably  comfortable.  "I  [ 
shall  stop  here,"  said  Bartle  ''for  a  few  days 
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to  rest  myself,  and  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  prosecution  of  my  journey  southwards  ; 
we  can  see  the  different  parts  of  tlie  city  which 
are  worthy  of  a  visit,  together,  provided  your 
engagements  do  not  prevent  it."  "  Fortunately 
they ''do  not,"  replied  Captain  Kurilov,  "for 
though  I  must  report  m^'  arrival  to  my  com- 
manding officer  to-morrow,  I  shall  not  enter 
upon  duly  for  a  week,  and  for  the  whole  of 
that  period  my  time  is  at  your  service." 

"  I  have  one  request,  however,  to  make," 
said  Bartle  to  his  friend.  Captain  Kurilov,  ''it 
is  that  you  would  describe  for  me  the  dreadful 
events  which  occurred  here  in  1812,  with  the 
very  scenes  themselves  where  those  great  events 
were  carried  on  before  the  eye — it  will  make  an 
impression  never  to  be  forgotten,  and  give  me 
some  faint  conception  of  the  horrors  of  war/' 
«'  You  shall  have  the  account  with  pleasure," 
replied  his  friend. 

When  Bartle  had  rested  hims-elf  for  a  short 
time,  his  next  care  was  to  get  a  guide  to  con- 
duct'him  to  the  post  office,  where  he  expected 
to  find  letters  from  his  friend,  James  Leech, 
who  had  promised  that  one  should  be  waiting 
for  him  at  Moscow,  the  post  travelling  much 
quicker  than  two  private  individua]s,  like  Bar- 
tle and  Kurilov.     On  this  occasion,  however, 
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he  was  i^sappointed;  the  clerk  infomiing  him  that 
no  letter  had  come  to  his  address — ho  therefore 
returneii  out  of  spirits  to  the  inn,  where  ho. 
found  Captain  Kurilov  waiting  for  him,  and 
ready  to  give  him  several  reasons,  why  he 
should  not  be  discouraged  at  not  hearing  from 
Petersbursh. 

The  next  morning,    Bartie   and  his  friend, 
being  refreshed  by  a  good  night's  rest,prepared 
to  sally  forth  in  order  to  see  what  was  most 
remarkable  in  the  city.     Before  we  accompany 
them,  we  may  briefly  mention,  that  Moscow  is 
sit-uated  in  longitude  37°  31'  east,  and  in  oo*^ 
45'  north  latitude.     The  river  Moskva  flows 
near  it  in  a  winding  channel,   but  excepting  in 
spring  it  is  only  navigable  by  rafts ;    it  receives 
the    yau;a  in   the   ca-^tern,   and   the   Neglina 
river  in  the  western  extremity  of  the  Kremlin, 
both  which  rivulets  are  in  summer  almost  dry 
— Moscow,  as  has  been  mentioned,  continued 
,  the  metropolis  of  the  empire,  till  the  beginning 
of  the  last  century,   when  .the  seat  of  govern- 
ment  being   removed  by  Peter  the   Great  to 
Petersburgh,   all  the  commerce  of  the  Baltic 
was  transferred  to  the  new  capital. 

On  descending  to  the  door  of  the  hotel,  Bar- 
tlo  was  much  surprised  to  And  a  coach  dro^wn 
by  six  horses,  which  Captain  Kurilov  had  di- 
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reeled  their  host  to  procure  in  order  to  convey 
theto  to  the  different  places  which  they  were 
to  see— .At  first  he  protested  against  what  he 
considered  an  unnecessary  expense,  to  one  v^ho 
had  a  good  pair  of  \eg9,  able  to  convoy  him  in 
any  direction  he  raight  wish  to  go  ;  but  his 
opposition  ceased  when  his  companion  assured 
him,  that  such  an  equipage  cost  but  little;  and 
that  even  servants  are  accustomed  to  take  a 
hackney  carriage  whco  going  upon  errands  to 
the  distant  parts  of  the  city. 

This  point  being  settled,  Bartle  had  now  lei- 
sure to  examine  the  vehicle  which  was  intended 
for  their  conveyance. 

It  was,  as  has  been  mentioned,  a  coach  w^th 
six  horses  of  different  colours,  according  to  the 
fashion  of  the  place.     The  coachman  and  pos- 
tillions  were    dressed  like    peasants,    in    skin 
clothing,  high  crowned  hats  with  narrow  brims, 
and  behind  the  carriage  was  an  enormous  sack 
of  hay— against  which  Barlle  remonstrated  at 
first,   but  he  was  told  that  it  was  not  peculiar 
to  his  carriage,  every  vehicle  in  Moscow  being 
furnished  with  this  provision  for  their  horses. 
Indeed  it  was  the  more  necessary,  for  as  he 
afterwards  found,  it  was  quite  unusual  to  send 
the  horses  which  draw  these  vehicles  into  their 
stables  from  the  morning  till  the  evening  ;  they 
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remaining  in  the  streets  during  all  that  timc^ 
like  the  hackney  coaches  in  London  and  Dub- 
lin,—It  was  the  Fame  also  with  the  equipages 
of  the  chief  nobility,  their  servants  always  un- 
harnessing the  horses  in  the  court  yard  of  the 
house  where  their  master  was  paying  his  visit, 
and  not  only  laying  down  their  fodder  before 
them,  but  profiting  by  the  same  opportunity  to 
take  their  own  meal  in  social  kindness  with 
their  cattle. 

The  first  v  isit  that  they  made  was  to  a  friend 
of  Mr.  Gorodek,  Mr.  Yermiloff,  with  whom 
Bartle  had  business  to  settle,  and  with  whom 
they  afterwards  dined  ;  they  then  crossed  the 
Yausa  river,  over  a  raft  bridge,  to  a  palace  of 
the  emporor's,  so  large  that  it  contained  a  great 
many  buildings,  distributed  into  several  streets, 
and  bearing  the  appearance  of  a  moderate 
sized  town. 

The  greater  part  of  the  timber  employed  io 
the  building  of  these  vast  palaces,  Bartle  was 
told,  was  fashioned  with  the  axe — and  indeed, 
he  could  well  believe  it,  never  having  once  per- 
ceived a  saw  in  the  hands  of  a  native.  "  They 
cut  the  trees  through  with  an  ax,"  said  Captain 
Kurilov,  ''  hew  planks  with  an  ax,  form  the 
beams  and  fit  them  together  with  an  ax,  with 
it  also  they  mortise  and  cement  the  smallest  as 
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well  as  the  largest  piooes  of  wood,  and  smooth 
the   boards  for  the  floor  with  the  greatest  ex- 
actness."    "Their  dexterity  and  neatness  may 
be   great/'  remarked  Bartle,   "  but  they  must 
waste  a  great  quantity  of  wood/*     "  So  they 
do/'  said  Captain  Kurilov,  ''  and  it  is  to  savo 
this  article  of  prime  necessity,  in  a  cold  country 
like    Russia,   that  several   measures  have  been 
adopted  by   the  government,   to  keep  up  the 
forests,  and  prevent  the  immoderate  consump- 
tion  of  timber.     At  Tver,   which  we   passed 
coming  dovv^ii  to  Moscow,"  he  continued,  "  or- 
ders were  issued  that  each  vessel   passing  that 
place,   in   which  was  even  one  plank  cut  with 
the  hatchet,  should  pay  a  fine  to  the  value  of 
nearly  six  pounds  sterhng.     In  conseqaenceof 
this  decree,  the  officer  who  levied  the  line,  col- 
lected   the   first  year  £(5000,  the  second  but 
£1500  the  third  £100,  and  the  fourth  year  no- 
thing.    By  this  judicious  legulation,  the  use  of 
the  sav7  has  been  partially,  at  least,  introduced 
among  the    Russian    ship-wrights ;  the  slave, 
the  peasant,  and  the  house  carpenter,  retain  such 
fondness  for  it  however,  that  they  will  use 
nothing  else/* 

The  Kremlin,  which  our  travellers  now- 
proceeded  to  visit,  and  which  had  escaped  with 
but  little  injury  from  the  cenfiagration  of  the  rest 
of  the  city,  stands  alraost  in  the  centre  of  Moscow, 
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on  an  elevated  bank  of  tSe  Moskva — its  shape  is 
triangular,  the  circumference  being  nearly  two 
miles — A  high  wall  surrounds  it,  strongly  buHt 
of  brick,  faced  at  the  foundation  with  stone — 
There  are  five  gates,  four  of  which  have  steeples, 
with  numerous  watch  towers  interspersed.  In 
passing  through  one  of  the  gates  it  is  the  cus- 
tom for  every  male,  from  the  sovereign  to  the 
peasant,  to  take  off  his  hat,  and  remain  un- 
covered, but  Barile  was  of  course  ignorant  of 
it,  and  wa»  walking  on  unconscious  of  th^i  dis- 
respect, when  tho  sentinel  on  duty  came  up 
and  took  off  his  hat  for  him. 

There  are  no  regular  streets  in  theKromlin,  bat 
three  open  spaces  or  squares  of  a  very  irregular 
shape,  and  abundance  of  room  besides  for  the 
numerous  carriages  and  foot  passengers  with 
which  it  is  always  crowded  :  here  are  the  go- 
vernment offices,* the  palace,  the  senate  house, 
the  arj^enal,  the  imperial  njuseum,and  a  number 
of  cathedrals,  churches  and  monasteries  ;  among 
whicii  is  the  most  splendid  church  in  Moscovv, 
the  Cathedral  of  the  Assumption.  It  was 
built  8>bout  300  years  ago,  and  is  loaded  with 
ornaments  to  such  an  extreme,  that  they  are 
said  to  have  taken  210,000  leaves  of  gold  loaf 
to  gild  them.  In  the  middle  is  suspended  a 
crown  of  massy  silver,  accompanied  with  torlv- 
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eight  chandeliers,    all  of  a  single  piece,  and 
weighing  nearly  SOOOlbs. 

Bartle  and  his  companion  now  ascended  the 
tower  of  the  church  of  Ivan  the  Great,  vvhich 
rising  to  tiie  height  of  269  feet,  commands  a 
view  of  the  whole  surrounding  plains.  Jt  was 
a  day  of  surpasbing  clearness — the  sun  shone 
brightly  upon  the  variegated  tops  of  the  various 
domes  and  sp!.res  which  adorn  Moscow^  the 
trees  had  here  and  there  begun  to  take  their 
autumnal  colour;  whilst  the  windings  of  tho 
river,  and  the  busy  world  passing  and  repass- 
ing beneath,  produced  a  splendid  scene. 

The  Kremlin  was  one  of  the  places  which 
the  French  had  attempted  to  blow  up  previous 
to  their  departure,  in  1812,  and  the  explosion 
had  rent  thetow^er  cf  Ivan  from  top  to  bottom. 
It  had  not  been  yet  repaired.  The  number  of 
bells  contained  in  it  was  thirty-three,  ten  of 
which  were  of  largo  size,  the  smallest  v.*eigh- 
ing  70001bs.  and  the  largest  124,289 lbs.  On 
festivals,  as  their  guide  informed  them,  they 
had  tolled  almost  continually,  from  an  early 
hour  till  the  evening,  the  Russians  being  ex- 
tremely fond  of  their  chime.  But  the  sound 
of  thesn  bells  must  be  faint  indeed  when  com- 
pared with  that  which  used  to  be  given  out  by 
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the  great  bell,  justly  styled  Tzar  Holo  Kol, 
the  emperor  of  bells,  which  now  lies  partly 
buried  in  the  ground  in  an  immense  cavity  on 
the  east  side  of  the  belfry.  An  inscription  on 
its  side  states,  that  it  was  rung  to  announce 
Divine  service  A.  D.  1668  ;  and  a  traveller  of 
that  day  mentions,  that  its  weight  was  actually 
443,7721b.  which  computed  at  3s.  per  lb. 
would  make  its  value  £66,5G5.  16s.  When 
suspended  it  was  rung  by  fifty  men,  one  half 
on  each  side,  who,  by  means  of  ropes,  pulled 
the  clapper.  In  1737,  the  wooden  building 
in  which  it  hung  took  fire,  and  the  bell  be- 
coming hot,  it  not  (^nly  fell,  but  was  cracked 
in  consequence  of  cold  water  having  been 
thrown  upon  it  to  extinguish  the  flames.  Ac- 
cording to  accredited  measurement,  the  per- 
pendicular height  was  tv.'enty-one  feet  four 
inches,  the  circumference  sixty-seven  feet  four 
inches,  and  the  thickness  of  the  metal  in  its 
slenderest  part  twenty-three  inches.  The  clap- 
per, which  lies  at  the  foot  of  Ivan  tower,  is. 
fourteen  feet  long.  The  bell  is  truly  what 
Bartle  called  it,  a  mountain  of  metal. 

Among  the  wonders  of  the  Kremlin,  the 
great  gun  must  not  be  omitted.  It  is  placed 
on  the  south  side  of  the  grand  entrance  to  the 
arsenal — it  is  seventeen  feet  long,  and  the  di- 
ameter at  the  mouth  three  feet  nearly  :  it  was 
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cast  in  1694,  merely  for  ostentation,  as  it  vvoofd 
appear,  for  it  has  never  been  used.  There  are 
near  it  several  other  guns  of  nearly  the  same 
size;  in  addition  to  which,  no  less  than  nine 
hundred  cannon  and  howitzers,  taken  from 
the  French,  surround  the  arsenal,  a  signal 
trophy  of  the  victory  which  the  Russians  ob- 
tained over  their  invaders  in  1S12. 

The  Kataigorod,  or  Chinese  town,  which 
now  engaged  Bartle's  attention,  as  he  looked 
from  the  tower  of  Ivan,  is  the  second  division 
of  Moscow,  and  is  larger  than  the  Kremlin  ; 
it  contains  the  university,  several  public  build- 
ings, the  tradesmen's  shops,  and  the  only 
street  in  the  city  in  which  the  houses  are  con- 
tiguous. One  of  the  most  striking  objects  irk 
it  is  **  the  Beautiful  Square,"  1260  feet  long, 
and  in  its  greatest  breath  434  feet.  At  the 
time  of  our  traveller's  visit,  it  was  the  summer 
walk  of  the  inhabitants  ;  it  is  in  winter,  how- 
ever, as  ho  was  told,  that  it  presents  the  most 
variegated  appearance.  At  that  time  a  large 
supply  of  fish  is  brought  in  sledges  from  Arch- 
angel, and  from  the  lake  II men,  in  the  go- 
vernment of  Novgorod.  These  are  piled  up 
like  walls,  the  spaces  betvreen  being  filled  up 
with  snow.  Amongst  them,  the  Beluga,  or 
great  sturgeon,  is  always  plentiful  and  cheap^ 
and  sometimes  of  a  great  size.     Bartle  had  the 
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curiosity  to  ask  the  weight  of  the  largest  that 
had  been  seen  there,  and  found  it  no  less  than 
2450  pounds,  the  head  alone  weighing  320  lbs. 
The  bargaining  shops  form  a  small  range  of 
buildings    on  the  ea?.t  side   of   the   Beautiful 
S(juare°  The  owners  of  these  shops  live  in  some 
other    quarters,    going    to  them  early  in   the 
morning,  and  returning  at  dusk  to  their  resi- 
dences.     "  I  saw,  as  we  passed,  some  valuable 
merchandize  in  these  shops,"  said  Bartle,  "and 
only  wonder  that  the  owners  would  not  prefer 
living  on  the  spot."     ''  They  are   quite  satis- 
fied,''   replied   Captain  Kurilov,    *'  that  their 
property  is  safe;    they  double  lock  their  doors 
at  night,  and  seal  them  up,  by  passing  a  piece 
of  cord   or  thread   round   the  staple  and  the 
padlock,    and   afnxing    the   ends  to  the  door 
with  wax.    This  (he  added)  is  a  stronger  safe- 
o-uard   than    bolts  or  bars,   for  a  Russian  will 
not   rea  lily  remove  a  seal,  though  he  might 
feel  DO  scruple  in  breaking  a  lock." 

The  Eeloigorod,  or  White  Town,  so  called 
from  a  white  wall  which  encircled  it,  and  tho 
Samlianoigorod,  or  earthen  town,  from  an 
earthen  rampart.  The  two  quarters,  which 
lie  in  two  circles  next  to  the  Kataigorod,  con- 
tained nothing  worthy  of  attention,  as  Bartle 
was  informed  •  in  1812,  the  confused  mixture 
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wliich  they  previously  Gxhibiled,  of  mean 
hovels,  biick  houses,  palaces,  and  convents, 
was  almost  entirely  consumed;  and  at  the 
period  of  our  traveller's  visit,  they  had  ad- 
vanced but  little  way  in  re-building  any  part 
which  had  been  destroyed  ;  still,  however,  as 
Bartle  looked  around  from  his  elevated  po- 
"iition.  the  eye,  from  such  a  distance,  could 
take  in  but  little  of  the  actual  damage  which 
had  been  done,  the  rubbish  haviug  been  m  a 
great  measure  cleaned  away^;  enough,  how- 
ever, still  remained,  to  point  out  what  Moscow 
had  been  previous  to  the  French  invasion. 

It  was  on  their  return  from  Mr.  Yermiloft, 
who  had  received  them  at  dinner,  with  great 
hospitality,  and  whilst  the  two  friends  were  rc- 
capitulatirig  the  various  objects  they  had  seen, 
that  Bartle  reminded  Capt.  Kuriloy  of  his  pro- 
mise to  t>;ive  him  a  brief  account  of  the  burning 
of  Moseow,  and  the  disastrous  retreat  of  the 
French  army.  "  You  must  not,"  said  lie, 
•'  suppose  me  a  friend  to  wars;  my  habits  and 
judgment  alike  condemn  a  practice  whicb  is 
so  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  Him  who  taught 
•  us  to  love  one  another.  Siill,  however,  view- 
ing the  events  of  that  war  as  forerunners  to 
the  decline  of  Buonaparte's  amazing  power, 
and,  humanly  speaking-,  the  ofiuses  which  led 
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to  his  downfall,  I  have  a  great  debiro  to  loam 
them  from  so  competent  a  source,  and  feel  my 
interest  still  further  excited,  by  being  on  the 
very    spot    where    Providence    so    eflectually 
checked   his  ambition."       "  You    are    right,*'' 
said    Captain    Kurilov,     "  in   ascribing   that 
check   to  Providence  ;    for  though  I  served  in 
the  Russian  army  myself,  and  indeed  v/as  pre- 
sent at  almost  all  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign— generalship  and  military  skill  did  but 
little  in  the  way  of  opposing    his  designs  :    it 
was  the  mildness  of  a  Russian  summer,  vrhich 
lasted  uncommonly  long,  and   induced  him  to 
delay  his  retreat   to  too  late  a  period;    and 
afterwards  it  was  the  inclemency  of  the  winter, 
which   even   to  us  appeared  unusually  severe, 
which  broke  down  one  of  the  finest  armies  that 
)uodern  times  over  saw."     '*  But  can  you  tell 
me,"  asked  Bartle,  ''  what  induced  the  French 
to  march  so  far  from  home,  and  to   seek  you 
upon    your   own   soil,     where    of   course   you 
must  have  had  many  advantages  over  them  ?" 
"  An  Englishman,"  replied  his  friend,   ''should 
scarcely  ask  that  question.     You  must  remem- 
ber the  long  war  in  which  you  were  engaged 
with  France,  and  how  gradually  Buonaparte 
cither  persuaded  or  forced  all  the  powers  of 
continental   Europe  to  side  v>nth  her  against 
you,  until   at  last  you  were  loft  alone  to  oppose 
'     Mim.  Your  insular  situation  protected  you  from 


91 

invasion.    Your  navy  rode  the  seas  triumphant; 
and  whilst  it  protected  your  commerce,  enabled 
you  to  send  your  manufactures  to  every  part  of 
the  globe,  except  to  the  continent  of  Europe. 
The  Emperor  Alexander  had    been    induced 
to  join  this  confederacy  against  you,    so  that 
English  produce    was    excluded   from     every 
part  of  Russia:  any  that  was  found   after  the 
prohibition,  being  forfeited  and  publicly  burned. 
Though  our  Emperor,  however,  had  consented 
to  this  system,  it  had  given  considerable  dis- 
satisfaction to   Russia.      Here  our  nobles,    as 
you  know,  derive  all  their  income  from  the  sale 
of  the  raw  produce  of  their  estates,  hemp,  fxax, 
tallow,   &c.     For  these  articles   Great  Britain 
was  our  best  customer,  paying  us,  moreover,  in 
manufactures  :  many  of  which,  though  articles 
of  luxury,    were  by  habit  become  articles  of 
prime  necessity.     Hence  the  prohibitory  law 
was  relaxed;  'and  hence  the  determination  of 
the  French  emperor  to  force  a  rigorous  com- 
pliance with  his   schemes.     In  the  month  of 
June  he  had    collected  an  immense    army   on 
our  frontiers/'     *'  Is  it  known,"   said  Bartk, 
how  many  troops  were  under  his  command  f''" 
"  There  were  no  less  than  490,000  men.  that 
is  nearly  half  a  million ;    1372  pieces  of  can- 
non;     thousands   of  provision    waggons,    and 
great  numbers  of  oxen,  sheep,  &c/'     ''Were 
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they  all  Fronclimcn?"  demanded  Bartle.  "No," 
replied  Kurilov.    '*  the  French  were,  indeed, 
the  flower  of  his  army,  hut  there  wore  itahans, 
Poles,  Pnipsians,  Bavarians,   Svriss,  Austrians, 
Saxons,   Dutch  ;  in  fact  all  the  nations  of  the 
continent  v/ere  at  his  command,   and  each  fur- 
riished  him  with  troops;    whilst  tlie  army  of 
Alexander   consisted   only  of   300,000    men. 
We  were,  however,  fighiing  in  defence  of  our 
country,  and  we  had  provisions  in  abundance. 
On  the  23d  June  the  French  entered   Russia, 
and  offered  battle,   but  without  effoct.     The 
emperor's  plan  was  to  avoid  a  general  engage- 
ment, to  draw  the  enemy  into  the  heart  ot  the 
country,  where  it  would  be  difficult  to  support 
so   vast  an   army;  and  to  cut  off  all  his  sup- 
plies.    At  Wilna,  the  capital  of  Lithuania,  in 
lat.  54.41.  long.  25.  23.  at  the  confluence  of 
the  two  rivers  Vilia  and  Vilika,  he  hoped  that 
we  would  have  waited  for  him ;  but  we  merely 
passed  through  it,  leaving  him  a  useless  victory. 
He  was  already  in  want  of  provisions— when 
a  great  storm  of  w^ind  and  rain  coming  on,  he 
lost    10,000    horses,    the    carcases    of  which 
blocked   up  the  road,  and  sent  forth  a  pesti- 
lential smell.     Still  w^e  retired  farther  towards 
the  interior,  leaving  behind   us    deserted    vil- 
lages,   broken   up  roads,   and  a  country  bare 

alike  of  inhabitants   and  provisions.'" "  I 

fchould  have  thought,"  said  Bartle,  '*  that  his 
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own  provisions  wore  sufficient,  for  of  course  he 
had  lost  no  time  in  pursuit  of  jour  army.'" 
**Tliiswas  the  great  mistake  which  Buonaparte 
committed  ;  He  knew  not  the  enemy  who  op- 
posed him.  He  thought  we  would  conclude  a 
peace  as  soon  as  ever  he  passed  the  frontiers, 
and  thus  he  lost  twenty  days  in  inactivity  ia 
Wilna,  waiting  for  proposals,  which  we  never 
intended  to  make.  On  the  16th  of  July  he 
left  it,  in  hopes  that  we  would  wait  for  him  at 
Vitepsk,  which  is  689  vcrsts  from  Petersburgh, 
and  553  from  Moscow;  but  this  too,  was  de- 
serted  on  his  appearance,  except  by  a  few. 
On  the  17th  of  August  lie  came  in  sight  of 
Smolensko,  but  our  commander,  true  to  his 
plan  of  avoiding  a  general  engagement,  with- 
drew his  army,  having  first  set  fire  to  the  town. 

**  Smolensko,  the  ruins  of  which  Buona- 
parte had  thus  gained  possession  of,  though 
not  a  magnificent,  was  certainly  a  singular 
city  :  it  is  situated  on  the  river  Dnieper,  or, 
Borysthenes,  and  occupied  two  hills  and  the 
valley  lying  between  them  :  it  was  also  sur- 
rounded bv  walls  thirty  feet  lii«:h,  and  fifteen 
thick,  which  followed  the  shaT)e  of  the  hills, 
and  inclosed  a  circumference  of  seven  versts. 
In  the  middle  of  the  towni  rose  the  cathedral, 
horn  whence,  the  morning  that  the  army  left 
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it,  1  enjoyed  a  fine  view  of  the  town,  iiitG!*' 
sperscd,  like  Moscow,  with  gardens,  groves^ 
copses,  and  fields  of  pasture  and  corn.  The 
buildings  were  mostly  of  one  story,  excepting 
here  and  there  a  gentleman's  house,  and  several 
churches.  One  long  and  broad  street,  paved, 
intersected  the  whole  length  of  the  town  in  a 
straight  line ;  the  other  streets  generally  widens 
ing  in  a  circular  direction,  and  floored  with 
planks.  It  then  contained  12,000  inhabitants) 
but  such  is  the  evil  of  war,  in  a  few  hours  the 
whole  of  its  population  was  scattered  over  ths 
country  without  a  house  to  shelter  them,  and 
the  greater  part  of  its  houses  even  burned  to 
the  ground.  The  fine  old  cathedral,  however,  I 
amhappy  tosay,  stood  uninjured  amongstheaps 
of  ruins;  and  the  two  years  which  have  since 
elapsed  have  been  sufficient  for  the  rebuilding 
of  most  of  the  houses."  ''  Is  the  Dnieper," 
demanded  Bartle,  ''a large  river  at  Smolensko?" 
*'  It  is  about  200  feet  wide,  and  navigable," 
answered  Kurilov.  "  It  rises  near  the  source 
of  the  Volga,  one  hundred  miles  distant,  and 
after  passing,  it  divides  the  Ukrain  (a  district 
of  Tartary")  from  Poland,  flows  by  Kiev,  and 
falls  into  the  Black  Sea."  "  But  did  it  not 
damp  the  ardour  of  the  French,  to  find  the 
Russians  so  deteimined  in  their  opposition?'* 
**  It  discouraged  all  the  generals,  I  am  told.'* 
said  Kurilov,  *'  except  him  who  had  the  power 
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to  order  an  advance  or  retreat;  a  spirit  of  in* 
fatiiation,  it  would  appear,  was  over  him,  and 
prevented  hira  from  seeing  what  was  obvious 
to  every  other  eye,  namely,  that  his  army  was 
wasting  away  by  desertion,  want  of  food,  and 
sickness  ;  for  at  this  time,  the  Frenclvacknow- 
ledge  tbemselves,  that  they  had  lost  recently 
one  third  of  their  numbers. 

"  I  shall  not  relate  to  yon  the  battle  which 
succeeded  when  the  French  came  up  with  us  at 
Borodino,  120  versts  from  Moscow:  it  lasted 
three  days,  the  5th,  6th,  and  7th  of  Septem- 
ber; and  when  I  toll  yon,  that  not  less  than 
259,000  men  were  engaged  on  both  sides,  and 
2000  pieces  of  cannon,  it  will  not  surprise  you 
to  hear  that  60,000  who  entered  the  field 
strong  and  healthy,  were  left  for  interment." 

"  What  a  scene  a  field  of  battle  must  pre- 
sent," saidBartle.  "  Yes,"  rejoined  Kurilov, 
•'such  a  sight  as  no  man  can  form  an  idea  of, 
except  those  w^ho  have  actually  beheld  it.  The 
ground  for  about  the  space  of  a  square  league 
was  literally  covered  v/ith  the  dead  and  wound- 
ed ;  and  then  to  hear  the  cries  of  the  latter!  In 
many  places  the  bursting  of  the  shells  had 
promiscuously  heaped  together  men  and  horses; 
and  where  the  ground  was  not  covered  with  the 
slain,  it  was  scattered  over  with  broken  lances, 


96 

musket«,  helmets  overturned  carriagos,  toro 
garments ;  or  with  grape  shot  and  cannon 
balls,  and  bullet^  almost  as  numerous  as  hall 
<tones  after  a  violent  storm."  **  It  must  be  a 
dreadful  spectacle,"  cried  Bartle,  with  emotion, 
**  and  yet  wo  read  the  account  of  these  events 
in  the  news  papers,  and  the  conquerors  speak 
of  them  as  gtorious  victories,  without  ever 
reflecting  upon  the  quantity  of  human  misery 
which  they  occasion,  or  the  many,  many  im- 
mortal souls  whom  thev  send  into  the  presence 

of   their  Judge! Yes."    added  he  (for  in 

the  warmth  of  his  virtuous  feelings,  he  forgot 
that  he  was  talking  to  a  soldier)  "  Yes,  it  is  a 
a  field  of  battle  which  corrects  the  false  and 
dazzled  vievv^  which  we  are  inclined  io  take  of 
the  warrior's  e:cploits."  Kurilov  v>fas  too  sen- 
sible a  man  uot  to  perceive  that  his  friend  was 
Tight;  he  felt,  however,  like  a  soldier,  who 
too  hastily  concludes  that  war  is  a  necessary 
evil ;  and  therefore  he  continued  his  narration, 
without  taking  notice  of  his  companion  9  mo- 
ralizing reflections. 

<<  The  French  were  victorious  at  this  battle/ 
fiaid  Kurilov,  *'  for  out  army  was  obliged  to  re- 
treat, and  leave  the  field  in  their  possession. 
1  lay  amon2:st  the  wounded  myself,  '  added  ne, 
**  having  received  a  deep  sabre  cut  m  one  ot 
the  charges  which  their  cavalry  made  on  us. 
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Never  shall  I  forget  the  appearance  which  the 
scene  arround  me  presented  the  morning  after, 
for  it  was  late  on  the  following  day  ere  I  was  re- 
moved to  the  hospital : — a  gloomy  sky;  a  cold 
rain;  aviolcntwind;  the  village  burned  to  ashes; 
the  dead  and  dying;  the  wounded  entreating 
to  be  first  removed.  Soldiers  running  about 
in  all  directions,  hunting  for  provisions,  even 
in  the  haversacks  of  their  dead  companions — - 
But  1  must  curtail  the  remainder  of  my  sad 
story:  Our  army,  as  I  said,  retired:  nor  did 
they  stop  till  they  had  reached  the  gates  of 
Moscow,  which  they  did  on  the  13th  September. 
You  may  imagine  the  consternation  which 
they  caused  amongst  the  inhabitants — up  to 
that  moment  they  had  supposed  the  French 
were  beaten,  but  now  they  were  within  a'few^ 
days  march; — would  the  Russian  army  defend 
them  by  another  battle,  or  w^ould  they  leave 
the  ancient  capital  of  the  Czars  to  be  plun- 
dered, and  its  inhabitants  massacred  ?  As 

they  asked  these  questions,  they  beheld  the 
soldiers  issuing  out  at  the  north  gate,  and  con- 
tinuing their  retreat;  and  they  saw  no  alter- 
native but  to  fly  themselves.  They  poured 
out  in  crowds,  removing  w^hatever  was  port- 
able, and  leaving  none  behind,  of  a  vast  popu- 
lation of  nearly  300,000  souls,  but  those  who 
were  unable  to  fly — or  those  who  remained  to 
execute  the  orders  of   the   Governor,    Count 
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Rcxsiopscliin.  On  the  14th  Soptomber,  in  tho 
r: voting,  the  advanced  gnnrd  of  the  French 
ormy  arrived,  and  took  possession  of  the 
Kroir.lin.  They  marched  tbrouiih  the  streets 
■with  drums  beating,  and  cojours  flying.  Not 
a  ?»iU5covite  was  to  he  seen — the  city  appeared 
doscrted — no  smoke  rose  from  the  chimneys— - 
i]ot  the  least  noise  was  heard  except  the  shouts 
of  the  French  ;  and,  however  extraordinary, 
it  was  too  obvious  to  he  disputed,  that  our 
Emperor  and  his  generals  had  resolved  to  sa- 
crilicG  evr-rj  this  mighty  city,  sooner  than  make 
peace  v>ilh  their  invaders." 

"And  was  it  then,"  said  Bartle,  "  i\\e  French 
f>r  *4'a  Russians  who  set  fire  to  Moscow  j  for 
that  is  a  question  to  vdiich  J  have  never  heard 
a  salisfacTorv  answer?"  '*  For  a  lon«T  time  it 
was  ascribed  to  the  French,'' answered  Kurilov, 
*•  hut  now  the  contrary  has  been  ?!;ili(ient1y 
ascertained  :  It  was  our  own  act:  it  was  done 
to  tcaclj  the  enemy  what  a  nation  he  was  en- 
deavouring to  conquer  :  to  deprive  him  of  the 
n;ear;s  ot  Ftipporting  his  army;  and  also  to 
ioai!  him  v.ith  the  reproach  of  an  act,  which, 
if  it  was  his,  would  justly  incense  the  nation 
£)g-nin«!t  him,  and  re-unite  them  as  one  man,  in 
determinod  and  invincible  hostility.  In  the 
course  of  the  same  night,  smoke  was  seen 
i-«uing  from  houses  closely  sjiut  up;  soon  after, 
iliijups  were  observed  in   otber  quarters.     By 
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TuoiiJa^',  tlie  1.5th  Soptenibcr,  llioy  liad  made 
haul  Ri^'aiust  all  efforts  to  stop  thorn.  The  tiro 
isppeared  to  break  out  in  so  many  place*, 
that  ihe  troops  employed  to  extuiguish  them, 
kiiow  not  to  v/hich  quarter  they  ou^-ht  first 
to  direct  their  atLontion.  Moscow  continiicd 
burning  for  four  days,  and  although  the  raia 
fell  in  torrents  the  whole  of  that  time,  the  con- 
querors were  obliged  to  take  up  their  quarterii 
in  the  fields. 

"  The  tnsth  now  force  1  itself  upon  the  mind 
of  Bonaparte,  that  he  could  nut  remain  in 
Moscow,  Winter,  and  that  in  Russia,  was 
approacbin<i,  and  he  had  neither  fuel,  nor 
shelter,  nor  provisions  to  meet  it.  It  was  in 
vain  he  inviLei  the  peasants  to  bring  their 
commodit'es  into  the  city:  they  avoided  it  as 
a  pest  house.  [le  durst  not  venture  to  send 
his  trooDs  to  foraire  in  the  adjacent  country, 
the  Russian  army  was  at  hand,  and  in  strength; 
nor  indeer'  if  ho  had,  could  ho  liope  to  col- 
lect much  from  a  district  so  exhausted  and 
laid  waste;  and  yet.  with  a  strange  infatu- 
ation, he  remained  till  the  HJth  of  Oji ober 
On  that  day  he  gave  orders  to  quit  Moscow, 
iirst  directing  the  troops  to  undermine  and  blow- 
up the  Kremlin,  which  was,  ho^vever,  in  the 
confusion,  hut  partially  obeyed. 

"  It  was  now  that  our  rio-tory  began  ;  for 
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whilst  the  French  were  opposed  by  an  intense 
frost,  mart-hing  over  roads  nearly  impassable, 
and  through  a  deserted  and  exhausted  country^ 
with  an  enemy  constantly  on  the  alert  to  at- 
tack or  cut  off  the  stragglers,  we  were  inured 
to  the  season ;  and  we  had  the  country  on  all 
sides  ready  to  assist  and  to  furnish  us  with 
provisions.  They  bore  up,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed, for  some  time,  wonderfully,  till  the 
6th  of  November,  up  to  which  time  the  air, 
thougli  cold,  vs'as  clear.  On  that  day,  all  the 
severity  of  a  Russian  winter  attacked  them ; 
a  thick  fog  surrounded  them;  and  a  tremendous 
tempest  of  wind  and  snow  beat  in  their  faces, 
and  covered  the  country  round  us,  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach,  with  its  white  and  cheerless 
mantle.  In  the  day  it  was  dreadful,  but  in  the 
night,  which  at  this  time  of  the  year  lasted 
sixteen  hoars,  their  distress  can  scarcely  be 
imagined.  There  was  no  confidence,  and  no 
discipline.  The  soldier  no  longer  obeyed  his 
officer;  the  officer  separated  himself  from  his 
general ;  they  filed  like  a  flock  of  sheep ;  the 
cannon  and  the  waggons  served  only  to  block 
up  the  way;  the  Cossacks  hovering  upon  the 
skirts  of  the  array,  assisted  by  an  immense 
population,  and  cutting  off  all  that  strayed 
'  from  tbo  main  body.  One  of  the  chiefs  re- 
lates, that  at  the  end  of  a  day's  march,  after 
a  coiltinued  state  of  alarm,  when  they  halted 
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for  the  night;  it  was  a  coii;siderable  tiiiie  bo- 
foro  tlioy  "could  collect  wood  for  a  fire;  and 
when  at  len^tK  it  was  lightod,  officers  and 
soldiers  gathered  i«ound  it,.;and  begaa  to  pre- 
pare their  wretched  meal ;  it  consisted  oi  icati 
and  bloodj  pieces  of  fl'esh  torn  from  the  bourses 
that  were*  rendered  undt  for  service,  and  at 
most  a  few  spoonfuls  of  rye  (lour,  mixed  with 
snow  water.  Oa  tbe  spot  where  they  took: 
their  supper,  there  they  sunk,  exhausted,  on 
the  grou!^d;   thqy  fell  asleep,   never  to  awaken 

again,  the  cold 'had  so  benumbed  them. • 

In  the  morning,  when  tbe  orcU^r  was  given  to 
march,  many  men  were  found  dead  in  ta?^ 
circular  ranges  in  which  they  had  fallen  asleep. 
Had  not  solne  remained  faithful  to  their  co- 
lours, and  brought  up  the  rcre  of  this  fl^/ii^g^ 
crowd,  perhaps  it  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that 
not  a  man  of  that  numerous  army  wo!iU  have 
reached  the  frontiers,  which  a  fewmontlis  beioro 
had  been  crossed  in  trium!)h." 

''  The  loss  of  human  life  must  have  been 
great/'  said  Bartle,  as  his  friend  brought  his 
narrative  to  a  conclusion.  "  It  was,  indeed," 
replied  he,  '-' almost  beyond  calculation.  The 
French  and  their  allies,  who  entered  Russia, 
amounted  to  nearly  500,000  ;  and  there  is  good 
reason  to  believe  that  not  more  than  20,000  re- 
turned to  their  own  country,  the  rest  were  either 
left  prisoners  with  the  Russians  or  else  fell  in  bat 
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tie.  "  How  dreadful  toreiiect  upon,"  cried  Barlle, 
as  be  thanked  Captain  Kiirilovfor  his  narrative 
and  prayed  that  his  own  native  country,  might, 
by  the  good  care  of  Providence  be  saved  the 
jiiisery  of  ever  seeing  a  foreign  hostile  soldier 
within  its  frontier. 

On  tbe  following  morning  a  military  courier 
wbo  had  brought  a  dej^patch  from  Petersburgh 
for  the  Governor  of  Moscow,  surprized  Bartle 
by  putting  into  bis  bands  the  expected  letter 
from  his  friend.  It  was  directed  simply  "To 
Bartle  Smith,  Moscow,"  but  a  mode  whicb  in 
our  own  country  would  appear  the  least  likely  to 
send  a  letter  to  its  destination,  in  Russia  could 
not  fail  of  ensuring  its  safe  delivery.  Thus  the 
Police  know  every  stranger  who  arrives,  as  well 
as  the  natives,  and  the  Courier  had  nothing  to 
do  but  inquire  at  the  proper  office,  when  be 
immediately  learned  not  only  the  betel  at  which 
Bartle  was,  but  got  such  an  accurate  descrip- 
tion of  bis  height,  complexion,  colour  of  hair 
and  eyes,  that  he  went  up  to  him  at  once,  tho' 
till  that  moment  he  bad  never  seen  him.  It 
vras  as  follows : 

My  Dear  Bartle, 

*•  When  we  left  England  for  a  foreign 
country,  1  felt  tho  greatest  pain  at  separating 
myself  from  those  with  w^iom  my  life  had  been 
spent ;  my  regrets  however,  were  lessened  by 
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the  society  of  my  early  friend,  so  that  I  can 
truly  say,  it  was  not  till  you  set  out  on  your 
journey  to  the  south  of  Russia,  that  I  under- 
stood how  much  enjoyment  we  sacrifice,  when 
we  exchange  the  society  of  our  countrymen, 
and  the  habits  which  custom  has  made  familiar 
to  us  for  those  of  foreigners.  It  is  true  the  no- 
velty for  a  time  amuses,  but  that  soon  wears  off, 
and  then  one  begins  to  perceive  the  truth  of 
the  adage,  that  home  is  home  be  it  ever  so 
homely. 

x\nd  yet  I  should  not  do  Mr.  Gorodek  justice 
if  1  were  silent  upon  the  kindness  with  w^hich 
he  treats  me,  since  you  left  us — as  if  he  foresaw 
that  I  should  feel  solitary,  he  has  accommo- 
dated me  with  a  room  in  his  house,  I  am  con- 
sidered as  one  of  his  family,  whilst  the  great 
confidence  he  reposes  in  me,  not  only  procures 
for  me  a  greater  degree  of  respect,  but  makes  me 
entertain  towards  him,  the  sentiments  of  a 
grateful  and  personal  attachment. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  however,  I  frequently  fol- 
low your  course,  in  my  mind,  and  wish  that  my 
health  had  been  sufficiently  strong  for  the  journey 
which  even  to  you  I  fear  must  be  fatiguing;  re- 
member however,  your  promise  of  writing  to  me 
asoften  as  you  could,  and  of  letting  me  hear  an 
account  of  those  remarkable  objects  which  you 
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see:  indeed  it  is  tho  only  way,  but  at  the 
same  tinae  it  is  an  effectual  one,  of  keeping  alive 
that  friendship  over  which  time  and  absence 
might  throw  their  chilling  damp. 

Since  your  departure  [  have  applied  myself 
with  great  assiduity  to  the  study  of  the  Rus- 
sian Icinguagc,  and  the  consequence  is,  that  I 
understand  almost  all  that  is  said  to  me  bv  the 
natives,  although  1  havenotyet,  any  more  than 
when  you  were  here,  succeeded  in  hrinjj;ing 
my  tongue  to  the  pronunciation  of  their  words. 
I  do  not  despair,  however,  of  shortly  mastering- 
it^  though  many  months  1  think  must  pass  be- 
fore I  shall  speak  it  as  our  mother  tongue. 

You  remember  having  heard  of  the  amuse- 
ment called  the  Russian  Mountain,  which  we 
we  were  too  much  occupied  to  witness  whilst 
you  were  in  Petersburgh.  I  went  the  other 
day  however,  and  knov/  not  which  deserve  the 
most  wonder,  the  singularity  of  the  sight  or  the 
childish  joy  of  the  people  who  appeared  to  take 
such  delight  in  it.  In  the  gardens  of  Orani- 
enbauno,  a  few  miles  from  Petersburgh,  a  struc- 
ture has  been  raised  of  wood  supported  upon 
brick  walls,  and  representing  a  mountain  com- 
posed of  three  principal  ascents  gradually  dimi- 
nishing in  height,  with  an  intermediate  space  to 
resemble  valleys*     From  top  to  bottom  of  the 
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sides  is  a  floored  way,    in  which  three  parallel 
grooves  are  formed.     It  is  thus  used  :  a  small 
carriage  containing  one  person,  being  placed  in 
the  centre  groove  upon  the  hiajhest  point,   goes 
with  great  rapidity  down  one  hill,  the  velocity 
which  it  acquires  in  its  descent  carries  it  up  the 
second,  and  so  on  'till  it  reaches  the  bottom  of 
the  area,  where  it  is  placed  in  one  of  the  side 
grooves  and  drawn  up  by  means  of  a  cord  fixed 
to  a  windlass.    Think  now  of  a  set  of  men  with 
long  beards  seated  in  these  little  cradles,   and 
with  great  gravity  ascending   and  descending 
the    sides   of   these  artificial    hills;    and  yet 
persons  of  all  ranks,  appear  to  take  the  greatest 
delight  in  what  appears  to  me  a  very  childish 

amusement. 

» 

A  curious  circumstance  occurred  to  me  yes- 
terday, while  £  was  walking  on  the  Palace 
Quay,  which  I  think  will  interest  you.  lou 
remember  our  regret  that  the  emperor's  absence 
in  one  of  the  interior  provinces  prevented  our 
seeing  him.  I  had  some  business  with  the  offi- 
cer of  the  guard,  and  it  was  agreeed  upon  that 
1  should  call  upon  him  again  to  receive  his  an- 
swer :  at  the  apppointed  hour  I  went,  but  he 
was  not  at  home.  x\s  I  turned  away  from  the 
door  1  saw  a  one  horse  sledge  driving  up,  in 
which  was  seated  a  military  man,  in  a  very 
plain  uniform  ;  he  was  like  the  person  I  had 
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been  seeking,  ?o  that  1  went  up  io  the  slodgfl 
inteiiding^  to  accost  him,  but  a  nearer  view 
sViOwed  me  I  was  wrong,  and  I  passed  on. — 
What  was  my  astonishment  however,  at  seeing; 
a  niimiier  of  persons,  one  after  the  other,  stand- 
int;  aside  as  he  passed,  and  taking  off  their  hats. 
It  was  the  Emperor,  for  I  have  often  seen  fcira 
since,  driving  along  without  attendants  or  guard, 
as  if  ho  needed  none  of  the  outward  signs  of 
royalty  to  make  him  known  and  respected, 

I  mny  mention  another  instance  oi  the  sim- 
plicity with  which  this  Sovereign  loves  to  be 
treated.  You  know  that  the  customary  wa^^ 
of  addressing  a  peasant  is,  John,  the  Son  of 
James,  (Ivan  Yako  Vier  Itch,)  but  the  Empe- 
ror may  be  addressed  in  the  same  form  of 
words,  Alexander  Paluovitch,  Alexander,  the 
Son  of  Paul  :  and  not  only  is  he  often  spoken 
to  under  this  name,  but  (  find  that  it  is  the 
most  acceptable  manner  he  can  be  addressed, 
no  matter  how  humble  the  rank  of  the  person 
who  uses  it.  Compare  this  to  the  certificate 
which  ?Jr.  Gorodek  received  the  other  day 
when  he  had  occasion  to  go  a  little  distance, 
there  \vere  ten  lines  of  the  order  which  related 
to  the  accommodation  that  he  was  to  receive  on 
the  road,  whilst  sixteen  lines  contained  the  rank 
and  titles  of  the  general. 
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''You  know  already  the  tide  which  the  empe- 
ror  hestows  upon  the  merchants  of  distinguished 
merit,  and  was  conferred  upon  our  country- 
man, Mr.  Walker,  of  the  English  Factory 
here — Kommertcheskii  Sovetnek,  which  it  is  the 
custom  to  give  at  every  sentence  ;  and  that  other 
title  which  is  always  to  be  given  to  those  of  a 
certain  rank  ;  and  which  we  found  it  so  hard 
to  bring  our  tongues  about,  containing,  as  it 
does,  twenty-three  letters  in  the  one  word 
Visokopreshoditelstvo  :  this  means,  Your 
high  Excellency,  and  is  always  applied  to 
persons  in  the  first  rank  of  the  nobility. 

"  Awaiting  your  reply,  my  dear  Bartle, 
which  I  hope  will  come  soon, 

"  Believe  me,  yours, 

*'  James  Leech." 

So  kind  a  letter,  we  may  well  suppose,  gave 
Bartle  the  sincerest  pleasure.  He  read  it  over 
more  than  once,  almost  persuading  himself 
that  James  Leech  was  conversing  with  him ; 
an  illusion,  which  those  who  know  the  delight 
it  gives  to  hear  from  a  friend  who  is  far  avvay, 
can  well  understand.  As  he  folded  it  up,  and 
placed  it  in  his  trunk,  he  called  for  paper  and 
ink,  determining,  that  the  hope  with  which 
the  letter  closed  should  not  be  disappointed. 
The  following  w^as  his  answer  : 
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Dear  Janaes, 
As  I  am  now  arrived  at  what  I  may  call 
the  first  resting-place  of  ray  long  journey,  T 
5it  down  to  fulfil  the  promise  which  I  made 
to  you  when  we  parted,  and  to  acknowled<re 
the  receipt  of  your  pleasant  and  kind  letter, 
which  has  been  this  moment  handed  to  me. 

Our  course  from  Petersburgh  hither,  was 
on  the  whole,  pleasant,  though  fatiguing.  I 
shall  not,  however,  detail  it  to  you  now,  hut 
give  you  the  observations  1  have  made  on  this 
city,  reserving  those  upon  ray  journey  till 
we  meet.  When  I  reach  Odessa,  I  shall 
expect  to  find  letters  from  you,  and  need 
scarcely  assure  you  with  what  pleasure  I  shall 
recognize  the  hand-writing  of  a  friend,  sepa- 
rated, as  I  shall  then  be,  by  hundreds,  or 
rather  thousands  of  miles  from  every  one  whom 
I  know  and  love.  Do  not  think,  however, 
that  I  am  dispirited,  because  alone.  It  is  ray 
opinion  that  a  man  should  submit  himself  with 
cheerfulness  to  his  lot;  and  whiht  he  is  thank- 
ful for  every  thing,  doubly  thankful  should  he 
be/when  he  is  the  object  of  so  many  mercies 
as  1  have  received  from  a  kind  Providence. 

You  are,  doubtless,  aware  that  Moscow 
was  the  metropolis  of  the  Russian  empire,  till 
Peter  the  Great  made  Petersburgh  the  seat  o^ 
government ;   still  there  were  many  causes  to 
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keep  it  populous,  as  well  as  powerful.  Here 
the  nobles  who  did  not  belong  to  the  court, 
resided  for  several  months  of  the  year,  and 
displayed  their  wealth  and  magnificence,  with- 
out the  danger  of  appearing  insignificant,  when 
contrasted  with  the  splendour  of  the  imperial 
establishment. 

Moscow  is  situated  in  longitude  37.  31 
east,  and  55.  45  north  latitude.  It  is  the 
largest,  though  not  the  most  populous  city  in 
Europe,  for  it  covers  nearly  as  much  ground 
as  Pekln,  the  metropolis  of  China,  which  is 
stated  to  be  twenty-six  miles  and  three  quarters 
in  circumference.  The  great  extent  of  space 
thus  occupied,  is  owing  partly  to  the  width  of 
the  streets,  but  in  a  greater  degree  to  the 
number  of  spacious  courts,  gardens,  and  other 
open  spaces;  besides,  that  the  houses  of  the 
lower  orders  are  of  one  story  only.  The  popu- 
lation, however,  does  not  exceed  200,000  souls 
in  summer,  though  in  winter,  as  I  understand, 
it  amounts  to  300,000,  by  the  arrival  from  the 
country  of  families  of  rank,  with  great  trams 
of  servants. 

To  give  you  some  idea  of  the  great  con- 
course of  strangers,  I  may  mention,  that  in 
the  inn  where  I  lodge,  an  ambassador  from 
Persia.,  with  his  train,  occupies  the  next  room 
to  me ;  beyond  this  are  lodged  some  Kirgisi- 
ans,    from    Tartary    with    their    bald  heads, 
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covered  by  conical  embroidered  caps,  and 
Ibeir  sheep  skin  clothing;  and  in  another 
part  of  the  house,  a  set  of  people  from  Bii- 
charia,  in  Tartary.  The  doors  of  all  our 
rooms  open  into  a  common  passage,  so  that 
sometimes  we  all  meet,  and  form  a  curious 
masquerade.  I  do  not  know  much  of  the 
others ;  but  with  the  worthy  old  Persian  I 
have  formed  an  acquaintance  :  he  made  me  a 
present  yesterday  morning  of  a  handsome 
shawl;  and,  as  I  had  nothing  else,  I  made 
him  accept  of  an  English  razor,  with  which, 
he  assured  me,  he  would  shave  his  head,  on 
his  return  home. 

He  came  hither  from  Tarky,  near  Der- 
bent,  on  the  western  shore  of  the  Caspian  sea, 
and  is  altogether  an  interesting  old  man  ;  his 
beard  and  whiskers  are  long  and  gray,  though 
his  eye-brows  and  eyes  are  black;  on  his  head 
he  wears  a  large  cap  of  fine  black  wool ;  his 
dress  is  a  jacket  of  silk,  over  which  is  thrown 
a  large  mantle  of  the  same,  edged  with  gold  ; 
on  his  feet  he  wears  yellow  Morocco  leather 
slippers,  without  soles,  and  fitted  like  gloves 
He  was  very  anxious  that  T  should  visit  Persia 
vi^hen  arrived  at  Odessa,  and  taking  out  a  reed 
which  he  held  with  his  left  hand,  he  began  to 
write,  not  as  we  do,  but  from  right  to  left, 
putting  down  my  name,  and  noting  the  infor- 
mation which  I  gave  him  of  England.     The 
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dress  of  his  interpreter,  a  Cossack  of  the  Volga, 
is  very  rich  and  showy  :  it  consists  of  a  jacket 
of  purple  cloth,  lined  with  silk,  and  a  silk 
waistcoat  without  buttons,  a  rich  shawl  round 
bis  waist,  and  a  magnificent  sabre. ^  I  made 
this  kind  old  man  no  promise  of  seeing  him  in 
his  native  country ;  and  yet  I  thought  it  would 
give  me  pleasure  to  pay  him  a  visit,  should 
circumstances  permit  me. 

This  day  has  been  a  festival  in  the  Rus- 
sian church,  and  accordingly  all  the  places  of 
worship  are  crowded.  At  midnight  the  sweet 
bell  of  the  cathedral,  which  is  remarkable  for 
its  size,  tolled,  and  seemed  like  the  rolling  of 
distant  thunder  ;  immediately  every  bell  in 
Moscow  was  set  a  ringing;  every  inhabitant 
was  stirring,  and  the  rattling  of  the  carriages 
in  the  streets  was  greater  than  in  the  noon  day; 
the  tower  of  the  cathedral  was  illuminated 
from  its  foundation  to  its  cross,  and  the  effect,' 
as  you  may  suppose,  was  surprisingly  grand. 
I  went  into  one  of  them,  which  is  called  the 
Church  of  the  Assumption,  in  which  the  em- 
perors are  always  crowned,  and  there  1  saw 
an  immense  chandelier  of  massy  silver,  weigh- 
ing nearly  30001bs. 

[t  is  observed  by  every  traveller,  how  fond 
the  inhabitants  are^of  showy  equipages  drawn 
by  four  or  more  horses;  hardly  an  individual 
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of  any  respectability  is  to  be  seen  without  tbo 
former  number  to  his  carriage— but  as  it  struck 
me  it  would  be  more  consistent  to  have 
fewer,  provided  every  tbing  else  was  complete. 
I  have  seen  a  couple  of  ragged  boys  placed 
as  postillions  before  a  coachman  clothed  m 
such  sheepskins  as  are  w^orn  by  peasants;  the 
traces  of  the  harness  are  so  long,  that  it  re- 
quires considerable  management  to  preserve 
the  horses  from  being  entangled  when  they 
turn  the  corner  of  a  street,  or  when  they  halt; 
whilst  behind  are  stationed  two  servants  in 
tawdry  livery.  It  would  be  more  wise  1 
think,  to  sell  a  couple  of  the  horses,  and  dis- 
miss the  two  footmen,  and  lay  out  the  money 
thus  saved  in  decent  clothing  for  the  driver; 
but  they  think  differently  in  Russia.  I  men- 
tioned this  to  my  companion,  Captain  Kurilov, 
and  learned  from  him,  that  it  is  not  the  only 
instance  in  which  extremes  are  observable. 
The  nobility  live  in  splendour,  while  the  popu- 
lace are  seen  shivering  with  cold,  nay,  even 
in  the  same  mansion,  one  part  of  the  domes- 
tics  are  not  only  comfortably,  but  grandly 
dressed,  while  another  part  are  in  rags ;  like 
their  buildings,  a  mixture  of  magnificence  and 
meanness. 

Another  curious  thing  which  I  remarked  in 
Moscow,  is  the  number  of  hackney  coaches 
which  ply  ia  the  streets ;  these  are,  perhaps. 
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necessary,  from  the  great  extent  of  the  city, 
and  so  reasonable  is  the  fare,  that  servants, 
[  understand,  often  hire  them  when  going  to 
a  distant  quarter  on  an  errand. 

Farewel  my  dear  James,  tell  INIr.  Gorodek 
that  Istartthe  day  after  to-morrow,  for  Odessa, 
in  company  with  a  merchant  whose  business 
takes  him  to  the  same  place,  aud  to  whom  Mr. 
YermilofF  introduced  me.  When  Ireachit,  or 
if  I  find  any  resting  place  between  this  and  my 
arrival  there,  you  shall  hear  from  me  again. 
In  the  mean  time  I  send  you  the  substance  of 
what  I  heard  concerning  the  occupation  of  the 
city  by  the  French  in  1812,  and  the  burning  of 
the  city.  1  collected  it  partly  from  Captain 
Kurilov,  and  partly  in  conversation  with  some 
sensible  persons  whom  I  have  met. 

Yours  ever, 

Bartle  Smith. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  the  foregoing 
letter  will  shew  the  readers  that  Bartle  Smith 
was  not  disposed  to  loiter  upon  his  journey,  or 
to  sacrifice  the  interests  of  Mr.  Gorodek  to 
Ms  own  ease.  He  had  now  remained  in 
Moscow  long  enough  to  refresh  himself  from 
his  fatigues,  and  at  the  same  time  to  gratify- 
that  thirst  for  information  which  all  young  men 
of  sense  feel,  and  which  is  never  so  pleasingly 
gratified  as  when  they  travel  through  foreign 
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countries.  It  is  not  meant  by  this,  however,  to 
encourage  in  the  reader  a  roving  spirit;  a  man 
is  never  more  happy  than  when  engaged  m  the 
occupation  of  his  calling,  when  his  daily  bread 
is  sweetened  by  the  labour  which  procured  it, 
and  he  eats  it  surrounded  by  the  friends  and 
acquaintances  whom  he  has  known  from  child- 
hood, and  when  in  addition  to  all  this,  he  has 
within  him  the  honest  approbation  of  his  con- 
science. When  a  man's  lot,  however,  is  cast  m 
that  situation  whose  duties  call  him  from  friends 
and  home  and  country,  it  is  an  unquestionable 
fact,   that  the   attentive   observation  of  what 
passes  under  his  notice,  not  only  expands  his 
mind,  but  also  in   a  most  agreeable   manner, 
supports  him  under  both  fatigue  and  hardship, 
and  this  more  particularly  it  he  is  travelling 
through  scenes  which  few  of  his  country  men 
have  visited  before  him.     Thiswas  accordingly 
the  cause  that  our  traveller  soon  felt  himself  not 
only   rested  after  his  long  journey,  but  even 
anxious  to  depart  for  the  city  which  was  his 
destination  ;  he  passed  the  last  day  of  his  stay 
in  Moscow,  in  company  with  his  kind  friend 
Captain  Kurilov  ;  visited  once  more  in  his  so- 
ciety, the  Kremlin  and  such  other  places  as  had 
particularly  attracted  his  attention,   and  after 
the  most  cordial  expressions  of  his  thanks  and 
^ood  will  for  the  advantages  he  had  derived 
from  his  fellow  traveller's  society  and  local  ex- 
perience, retired  early  to  his  chamber  that  ho 
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on^tt'ell'r  ';'^«">l'"»y«<'fhis  departure  early 
on  tue  loiiowiDg  morning'. 

All  preparations  having  been  previously  made, 

house   ./'"T'f  cJuly  registered  at  thepost: 
^ouso,  at  SIX  o  clock,  on  the  moraine;  of  the  1st 
October,  18J4,Bartle  Smith  and  hifcomp^n  fn 
V.  hose  name  was  Nolonsk,  started  from  the  an 

cienteapual  of  Russia;  the  weather  wasstill  fine 
and  the  air  mild;  the  object  of  our  travellers 
therefore  was  to  get  down  to  Odessa  if  possible 
before  the  snow  should  begin  to  fall  and  rende^ 
all  except  sledge  travelling  impossible. 

The  first  village  they  met  outside  the  bar- 
riers, wasDanilovkoye,  where  they  enjoved  a 
viewof  Moscovv,  if  possible,  superior  o"  that 
which  Bartle  had  admired  from  the  Petersburg] 
road.  The  city  lay  before  them  upon  a  wide 
extened  plain,  and  had  the  form  of  a  crescent 
the  Kremlin,  with  the  imperial  palace,  risin<r' 
proudly  above  the  rest  of  the  surrounding  build" 
ings  whilst  innumerable  churches  and  towers 
With  then-  gnded,  tinned,  and  painted  spires  and 
domes  thedilierent  buildings  with  their  red  and 
green  blue  and  black  roofs,  and  thefolia^e  of  the 
trees  between,  filled  all  the  space,  and  conceal! 
ed  from  view,  the  marks  of  devastation,  which 
war  had  caused  The  road  from  Petersburg! 
to  Moscow,  Bartle  had  found  indifferent  after 
.hefirst  100  versts,  biitit  was  level  compared  with 
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that  over  which  they  now  were  passing.  It  was 
full  of  deep  hollows  and  extremely  winaing. 
In  many  places  they  were  obliged  to  walk  the 
horses,  and  in  others  ditches  were  to  be  crossed. 
When  they  trotted,  the  jolting  was  most  disa- 
greeable, but  on  the  whole,  the  velocity  with 
which  they  proceeded  was  astonishing,  and  is 
not  exaggerated  by  the  cut  which  is  given  on 
the  following  page. 

At  Lapasna  the  first  station  where  they  rest- 
ed for  the  night,  they  found  tolerable  accom- 
modation,  and  it  was  the  more  agreeable  to  ttaem 
as  they  were  to  stop  there  the  next  day.  Keso  v- 
ed  on  setting  out  not  to  travel  on  Sunday,  alter 
divine  service  they  walked  through  the  market, 
which  is  regularly  held  there  on  that  day  to  the 
great  astonishment  of  Bartle,  who  had  been  all 
ways  accustomed  in  England  to  see  due  reve- 
rence paid  to  the  Sabbath.     It  was  a  curious 
«cene    and    not   devoid   of  interest,   to    behold 
g;roups  of  peasants,  male  and  female,  occupied 
in  buying  and  selling  all  sorts  of  provisions  tor 
man  and  beast— coarse  cloth,  sheep  skins,  but- 
cher's meat  of  different  kinds,  salt,    common 
fruits,  vegetables,   and  cakes  of  all  kinds  were 
in    abundance-Earthen   dishes,   ready    made 
windows,   ironmongery,   wooden  dishes,  shoes 
made  of  bark,   and  live  animals  were  all  heap- 
ed together  in   great  confusion  ,  but  what  had 
rather  a  disagreeable  effect,  was  a  number  ot 
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coffins  painted  and  unpainted  which  met  with 
a  very  ready  sale. 

On  returning  to  the  Inn,  Bartle  made  ac- 
quaintance with  a  very  agreeable  and  well  in- 
formed man  who  w-as  travelhng  north,  upon 
some  commercial  business,  and  had  been  stop- 
ped by  the  breaking  down  of  his  telega  or  tra- 
vellina;  cart. 


To  Bartle's  expression  of  regret  at  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  Sunday  was  spent  by  his 
countrymen,  he  cordially  assented,  givmg  him 
at  the  same  time,  a  very  curious  account  ot  the 
way  in  which  the  higher  classes  occupy  them- 
selves,  whilst  the  peasantry  were  thus  engaged 
in  buying  and  selling.    The  Russian  nobleman 
said  he,  on  this  day  generally  gives  a   dmner 
to  his  friends  or  neighbours,  which  is  resorted 
to  by  such  as  have  not  the  same  means  ot  giving 
entertainments.     The  guests  begin  to  assenible 
about  eleven  o'cloclj,  and  accompany  their  host 
to  the  nearest  place  of  worship,  (a  number  ot 
droskis  and  linekas,  a  kind  of  long  half  open 
double  seated  carriages,  in  which  a  dozen  or 
more  persons  can  sit,)  being  always  provided  lor 
their  conveyance.     The  service  over,  all  return 
to  his  house,  when  a  breakfast  of  bread,  butter, 
salt  herrino-s,  pickled  fish,  radishes,  caviar,  with 
aglassofstrongliquor  fill  up  the  next  half  hour. 

The  party  now  separate  into  groups,  and  amuse 
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lljemselvc's  according  to  their  difTcrent  inclina- 
tioij^. 

Dinner  is  served  up  at  three  o'clock,  and 
consists  of  a  number  of  excellent  dishes,  with 
a  few  glasses  of  wine  which  are  handed  to  each 
guest.  Coflee  in  then  served,  and  the  com])any 
again  are  left  to  their  own  will;  some  goto  walk, 
others  ride,  whilst  the  remainder  take  a  nap. 
Between  6  asd  7  they  meet  once  more  to  take 
tea,  afterwards  dancing  commences  ;  they  then 
close  the  evening  with  a  good  supper,  and  cither 
return  home  or  repair  to  the  apartments  pre- 
pared for  them  to  rest.  Few,  concluded  the 
narrator,  get  intoxicated  with  wine  or  spirits, 
but  all  of  them  as  you  may  ])erceive,  give  them- 
selves up  to  amusement.  So  I  perceive,  answer- 
ed Bartle,  nor  do  I  expect  that  the  sense  of  re- 
ligion can  be  deeply  seated  amongst  thoso 
who  shew  so  little  reverence  for  the  day,  which 
the  Almighty  commanded  us  to  keep  holy. 

On  Monday  morning  quitting  La])asna,  our 
travellers  proceeded  at  the  same  rapid  rate,  and 
cfter  passing  through  Cerpouchof  a  neat  little 
tow'n  on  the  river  Nara,  crossed  the  river  Oka, 
a  branch  of  the  Volga,  by  a  ferry.  When  they 
arrived  upon  its  banks,  different  groups  of  pea- 
sants were  sitting  round  fires,  singing  joyously 
as  they  broiled  the  fish  which  they  had  just 
caught^  and  which  the  river  yields  in  abundance : 
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innunierable  frogs  also  were  heard  croaking  at 
the  edges  of  the  river  and  increased  the  effect 
of  this  singular  scene— the  4th  October,  they 
reached  Toula,  which  is  185ver5ts  distant  frorci 
and  south  of  Moscow,  and  (J50  from  Peters- 
burgh,  the  population  anaounting  to  35,000. — • 
It  contains  several  factories  of  cutlery  and 
small  arras,  such  as  guns  and  pistols ;  and  on 
this  account  has  been  called  the  Sheffield 
and  Birmingham  of  Russia.  An  inspection, 
however,  of  their  articles,  soon  satisfied  Bartie 
that  their  hardware  could  not  be  compared  in 
finish  wi>h  the  productions  of  English  manu- 
facture, whilst  at  the  same  time,  they  were 
jnuch  higher  in  price  ;  for  the  skill  also  which 
they  had  arrived  at,  they  were  indebted  to  an 
Englishman  of  the  name  of  Jones,  w^ho  had 
introduced  several  ingenious  improvements  into 
the  gun-lock  branch  of  the  art,  forming  parts  of 
them  by  dies  and  swedging  pins,  instead  of  the 
hammer,  and  thus  making  a  prodigious  saving 
of  labour.  As  soon  as  they  arrived  at  the  inn, 
a  number  of  persons  crowded  into  the  room, 
each  bearing  a  sack  w^hich  was  filled  with  trm- 
kets,  knives,  ink-stands,  scissors,  and  cork- 
screws. Bartie  however  did  not  w^ant  any  of 
"'  those  things,  though  he  found  it  extremely  dif- 
ficult to  get  rid  of  their  importunity.  On  vi- 
siting the  workshops,  he  found  them  flourishing 
though  as  we  have  mentioned,  their  w^ork  can- 
not be  compared  with  that  of  English  manufac- 
ture. 
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The  work-men  were  divided  into  5  trades — ■ 
barrel-makers,  lock-makers,  stock-makers,  fur- 
nishing-makers,  and  makers  of  small  arms, — 
and  it  was  said  they  could  manufacture  50,000 
stand  of  arms  annually,  and  in  case  of  necessity 
100,000,  but  how  inferior  thought  Bartle  to 
the  manufactories  of  Sheffield,  which  could 
send  out  the  same  number  weekly. 

When  Bartle  had  thus  examined  the  manu- 
factories of  Toula,  he  walked  through  the  town 
with  his  companion,   who  was  well  acquaint- 
ed with  all  the  towns  which  lay  between  Mos- 
cow and  Odessa.     Except  two  streets  which 
were  lined   on  both  sides  with  stone    houses 
and  were  substantially  as  well   as  tastefully 
built,    he  found  that  buildings  of  wood    and 
stone  were  intermixed.     The  shops  or  bazars 
amounted  to  between  7,000  and  8,000.     There 
were  also  several  public   buildings,  such  as  a 
public  school  for  the  education  of  youth,  opened 
in    1802    by  Alexander,  the  Ostrog  or  prison, 
and  the  arsenal ;  but  their  time  was  too  limited 
to   allow   a  closer   inspection.     They  walked 
past  them  on  their  way  to  the  inn    where  they 
found  the   telega   ready  to    start    with  fresh 
norses. 

The  next  place  of  note  at  which  they  arrived 
bears  the  truly  Russian  name  of  Mtsensk. — 
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It  is  situated  on  two  rivers,  branches  of  the  Oka, 
in  a  plain,  surrounded  by  hills,  the  adjacent 
country  being  rich  in  meadows  and  corn-iields, 
though  the  month  of  October,  was  not  the 
most  favourable  season  for  Bartle  to  judge  of 
their  luxuriance. 

On  a  first  view,  this  town  presents  an  impos- 
ing display  of  churches  and  monasteries,  gaudily 
painted  and  having  gilded  domes,  which  have 
a  good  effect  as  seen  at  a  distance  ;  a  nearer 
view  however,  is  less  pleasing.  The  stranger 
finds  indifferent  streets,  wooden  houses,  and 
but  little  wealth  or  commerce.  The  principal 
trade  is  carried  on  by  means  of  the  Oka,  and 
consists  of  corn  and  hemp. 

A  fertile  country  extends  from  hence  to  the 
town  of  Orel,  situated  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Oka  and  the  Orlik.  INIost  of  the  houses  there 
are  likewise  of  wood,  and  appeared  very  un- 
comfortable dwellings,  possessing  but  little  to 
rocoraracnd  them,  in  the  way  either  of  neatness 
or  accommodation. 

Commerce,  however,  is  more  extensive  and 
flourishing,  the  place  being  a  depot  for  the  com- 
modities of  southern  Russia,  the  Crimea,  and 
the  Don,  previous  to  their  being  conveyed  to 
Petersburgh.  The  articles  in  whicli  they  trade 
are  hemp,   corn,  wine,   tallow,  butter,  leather, 
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hoDGy,  wax,  cloth,  horned  cattle  and  bristles, 
a  quantity  of  which  arc  embarked  upon  the 
Oka  to  be  transported  to  the  capital. 

Bartle  had  often  had  to  complain  of  the  want 
of  accommodation  in  the  villages  which  lay  be- 
tween Petersburgh  and  Moscow,  but  they  were 
far  superior  in  every  respect  to  those  which  now 
met   his    view.      They   consisted   of     straw- 
covered  cottages,  in  which  were  stoves  without 
chimneys,   and   which  were  completely  filled 
with  smoke  in   the   mornings,   the  door  and  a 
bole  in  the  wall,  when  opened,  forming  its  only 
means  of  escape  by  day  ;  add  to  this,  an  extreme 
want  of  cleanliness,    and  we  may  understand 
why  the  Russian  nobility  when  on  a  journey, 
bring  with  them  not  only  bedding,   but  every 
portable   convenience  which    they    may   want 
until   they   reach    their  destination.     It    was 
in    one  of  these  miserable  villages,  near  Orel, 
that  Bartle  passed  a  person   of  rank  who  had 
six  carriages  in  his  train,   and   had    halted  by 
the  road  side  to  take  soiiie  refreshment.     At  a 
little  distance  a  fire  was  lighted,   round  which 
several  servants  were  cooking  dinner;  still  far- 
ther ofFunder  the  shade  of  trees,  the  father  with 
his  children  and  several  ladies  were  seated  on 
the  ground,   regaling  themselves  on   the  provi- 
sions which  they  had  brought;  and  the  horses, 
nearly  30  in  number  were  browsing  hard -by. — 
Bartle  was  shortly  however,  to  enter  a  district 


125 

in  which  there  was  more  cleanliness,  and  of 
course  more  comfort.  Oce  hundred  and  ninety- 
live  versts  from  Orel  a  wooden  pillar  points  out 
to  the  traveller  that  he  has  entered  the  Ukraine 
or  little  Russia,  and  scarcely  had  he  passed  it, 
when  it  seemed  as  if  he  had  been  transported 
to  a  new  Country.  The  houses  hitherto  pre- 
sented their  gables  to  the  road,  and  were  mere- 
ly covered  v^'ith  heaps  of  loose  straw,  kept 
down  by  young  birch  trees,  so  that  when  a 
storm  comes,  it  often  happens  that  whole  vil- 
lages are  left  unroofed  :  but  they  now  fronted  it, 
w^ere  well  thatched  and  whitewashed ;  the  in- 
side was  separated  into  kitchen,  middle-room, 
and  bed-room.  They  were  furnished  with  ta  ■ 
bles,  chairs  and  bedsteads  of  unpainted  fir- 
wood,  and  over  the  beds  were  to  be  seen  white 
coverlets  ;  the  smosritet  or  postboor  and  his 
wife  were  clean  and  orderly,  and  in  short  every 
thing  without  and  within  had  a  most  pleasing 
air  of  neatness.  No  road  was  ever  so  long 
said  Bartle  to  his  companion,  as  he  looked  up- 
on the  scene ;  no  road.  Mr.  Nolonsk,  was  ever 
so  long  but  it  had  a  turn,  and  so  I  see  we  are 
at  last  arrived  amongst  a  cleanly  people  ;  I  of- 
ten wonder  that  the  extreme  filthiness  of  the 
natives  whom  we  have  left  behind  docs  not  breed 
aplague?  So  it  would,  replied  Mr.  Nolonsk,  but 
for  their  fre(]^ucnt  use  of  the  warm  or  vapour 
bath,  which  once  a  week  at  least  scours  off  the 
dirt  of  the  preceding  six  days. 
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This  district  which  the  natives  call  the  Uk- 
raine, comprises  the  four  governments  of  Kiev, 
Podolia,  Poltava,  and  Charkov,  situated  be- 
tween the  48  and  52  degrees  of  north  latitude, 
and  corresponding  to  the  latitude  of  parts  of 
England  and  Ireland.  Unlike  these  tempe- 
rate countries  however,  the  winters  are  intense  • 
ly  cold,  and  the  summers  in  the  same  degree, 
hot.  The  soil  is  fertile,  grain  being  raised  in 
great  abundance,  and  with  little  labour.  The 
gifts  of  Providence,  however,  are  turned  to  little 
account ;  horses,  goats,  and  other  animals  in  a 
wild  state,  being  allowed  to  occupy  extensive 
tracts.  The  inhabitants  are  called  Malo  Rus- 
sians :  the  river  Dnieper  which  intersects  it 
in  a  w^inding  direction  from  north  to  south,  af- 
fording a  channel  for  the  conveyance  of  its  pro- 
ducts to  the  Black  Sea. 

The  first  town  of  any  note  which  our  travellers 
met  with  in  little  Russia,  is  Nijin,  74  versts 
S.  E.  of  Tchernigoff,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Oster.  Here  there  were  stone  houses,  and  uni- 
form streets,  the  principal  one  presenting  quite 
an  Englsh  appearance,  being  lined  with 
shops,  and  crowded  with  people  ;  large  gardens 
also  were  intermixed  with  all  the  streets.  Such 
a  motley  set  as  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  ap- 
peared to  be,  our  traveller  had  hardly  met  with 
in  anyplace  he  had  yet  visited  ;  Russians,  Cos- 
sacks, Greeks  and  Armenians  are  hero  found 
living  together,  like  people  of  one  nation. 
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From  Nijin  to  Nosovkathe  road  passes  through 
wide  corn  fields  and  pasture  lands,  intermixed 
with  wood,  sometimes  having  ditches  on  each 
side,  and  sometimes  lined  with  rows  of  willows. 
Swamps  and  marshes  also  abound  here  as  might 
be  expected,  when  tillage  and  draining  are  so 
little  attended  to. 

At  Nosovka,  Bartle  had  good  proof  of  the 
excellence  of  the  Cossack  horses  ;  four  of 
them  flew  at  full  gallop  with  the  carriage  in 
which  he  was  travelling,  from  thence  to  Kozari, 
a  distance  of  ten  miles  in  forty-five  minutes. 

Our  travellers  now  re-entered  the  high  road 
from  Petersburgh  to  Kiev  ;  but  to  reach  that 
city  it  was  necessary  to  cross  the  Dnieper, 
which  had  not  yet  returned  to  its  channel,  after 
a  flood  ;  he  was  therefore  obliged  topass  seve- 
ral small  lakes  between  islands,  with  the  water 
up  to  the  horses  girths,  before  he  reached  the 
'  place  of  embarkation — there  they  fonnd  a  raft, 
upon  which  they  committed  themselves  to  the 
care    of  Providence,    and   crossed    in   safety; 

Having  reached  the  opposite  bank,  they  toil- 
ed up  a  steep  ascent,  by  a  road  covered  with 
planks,  from  whence  they  had  a  full  view  of  the 
city  of  Kiev  with  its  many  public  buildings  and 
gilded    domes  shining  beneath  them,  and  tho 
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Dnieper  winding  its  way  through  the  plain  be- 
yond, like  a  silver  thread  as  far  as  the  eye 
could  reach. 

The  situation  of  Kiev  is  very  commanding ; 
it  rises  to  a  great  height  on  the  crest  of  some 
hills  overhanging  the  Dnieper,  the  sides  of 
which  are  either  broken  wath  w^ell  wooded 
ravines,  or  gently  descend  to  the  water's  edge. 
Houses,  monasteries,  and  churches  crown  the 
sides  as  well  as  the  summits  of  those  hills. 
This  ancient  capital  of  Russia  lies  in  longi- 
tude 30.  27.  latitude  50.  27.  east,  and  is  dis- 
tant from  Moscow  878  versts,  and  by  the 
direct  road  1286  from  St.  Petersburg.  It  is 
a  strongly  fortified  town,  and  has  one  noble 
fortress,  built  by  Peter  the  Great,  surrounded 
by  ditches  and  high  ramparts  of  earth.  The 
arsenal  wnthin  it  was  built  Ijy  Catherine  II. 
and  is  also  a  matter  of  great  curiosity  to 
strangers.  It  was  therefore,  amongst  the  first 
things  that  Bartle  visited;  he  was  shown  into 
an  immense  lofty  chamber,  filled  with  can- 
nons, mortars,  ammunition  waggons,  and  all 
sorts  of  stores  and  implements  of  war,  in  per- 
fect order,  and  fit  for  immediate  use  if  ne- 
cessary. In  an  upper  chamber,  there  were 
besides  -14,000  stand  of  arms ;  and  ho  was 
told  that  the  whole  arsenal  was  capable  of 
containing  from  80,000  to  100,000.  Within 
ihis  fortress  there  is  also  an  institution  for  the 
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male  orphans  of  soldiers,  v/iiere  thoy  arc 
taught  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  geo- 
graphy,  upon  the  Lancasterian  plan. 

Adjoining  the  fortress  is  a  monastery,  the 
dome  of  which  rises  to  the  height  of  about 
three  hundred  feet,  and  is  reckoned  by  the 
Russians  to  be  the  finest  piece  of  architecture 
any  where  to  be  met  with ;  its  singularity 
if  not  its  beauty,  however,  entitles  it  to  no- 
tice. It  is  the  work  of  an  Italian.  Near  to  the 
monastery,  and  on  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  are 
two  caverns,  stretching  towards  the  Dnieper, 
with  a  deep  ravine  between  them  ;  they  were  ori- 
ginally inhabited  by  monks,  in  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury, iDeforethe  monastery  was  built.  Strangers 
who  come  to  Kiev,  never  fail  to  visit  this 
spot,  as  an  object  of  the  greatest  curiosity ; 
and  Bartle  and  his  companion  soon  enlisted 
themselves  under  a  guide,  and  ventured  within 
'  its  dark  and  narrow  channel,  descending  a 
long  stair-case,  clambering  down  on  their  hands 
and  feet :  at  the  foot  of  this  they  came  to 
what  their  informant  told  them  was  the  cata- 
comb, where  lay  the  remains  of  seventy-three 
,  of  the  primitive  Christians  of  Russia,  deposited 
\  in  nitches  formed  at  intervals  down  the  side  of 
the  narrow  chamber  or  passage. 

Our  travellers,  and  one  or  two  strangtTS  who 
had  joined  their  party,   followed  their  guide, 
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in  a  long  file,  each  carrying  a  lighted  taper  in 
his  hand.  Beyond  this  passage  the  cavern 
became  quite  a  labyrinth,  consisting  of  cham- 
bers, passages,  walks,  ascending  and  descend- 
ing for  the  distance  of  several  hundred  yards, 
all  mined  in  the  solid  rock ;  it  is,  however, 
worth  mentioning,  and  it  struck  Bartle  as  being 
the  most  singular  part  of  the  cavern,  that  the 
first  passage  through  which  they  went,  was 
neatly  plaistered,  the  walls  coloured,  and  the 
iloor  laid  with  plates  of  iron  about  a  foot 
square. 

The  bodies  of  the  seventy-three  monks,  be- 
fore mentioned,  are  laid  in  open  coffins,  but 
closely  wrapped  round,  and  bandaged  with 
swathings  of  silk,  in  the  manner  that  mum- 
mies are  usually  laid  up,  though  no  part,  not 
even  the  face  is  left  visible;  the  inside  of  the 
coffin  is  adorned  with  flowers  of  gold  painted 
on  a  red  ground.  On  coming  out  of  this  cave 
they  could  plainly  hear  the  sound  of  voices 
from  the  monastery,  singing,  aud  joining  in 
prayer;  and  upon  going  thither,  found  an  im- 
mense assembly  of  people  dressed  in  all  the 
various  costumes  of  the  southern  provinces  of 
the  empire;  some  of  them,  it  was  said,  had 
made  a  journey  on  foot  of  1,500  versts  to  visit 
this  spot,  and  indeed  their  lank,  worn  looks 
and  tattered  clothes,  showed  in  many  instances 
the  toilsomeness  of  their  journey. 
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During  thoir  stay  at  Kiev,  these  poor  crea- 
tures are  obliged,  lor  the  most  part,  to  lie  out 
at  night,  being  destitute  of  money  to  pay  for 
lodging;  and  by  day  thdy  seldom  have  more 
than  one  meal,  w^hich  is  provided  for  them  at 
the  cost  of  the  emperor,  in  the  refectory  of 
the  monastery.  A  part  of  Keiv  has  a  very 
desolate  appearance,  being  subject  to  inun- 
dations of  the  Dnieper  during  the  spring  tides; 
new  buildings  are  even  covered  there  ;  the  old 
ones  decaying  very  soon,  the  streets  are  in 
consequence  irregular,  mostly  unpaved,  or  only 
boarded  over.  The  resident  population  of  the 
town  is  estimated  at  about  20,000,  among 
whom  are  a  great  many  Jews,  and  some  Poles. 
Trade,  also,  is  but  dull,  I  should  think,  said 
Bartle  to  his  companion  ?  "  It  is  replied  Mr. 
Nolonsk,  these  men  have  nothing  to  expect 
but  a  little  corn  or  wood,  and  for  that  they  are 
as  glad  to  get  salt  in   exchange,   as  money." 

Having  seen  all  that  was  worth  noticing  at 
Kiev,  our  travellers  set  out  from  thence  to 
Odessa,  and  for  thirty-five  versts,  travelled  over 
a  heavy  road  of  loose  sand  and  clay  ;  a  rich 
clayey  soil  is  very  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  Rus- 
sia, but  even  here  the  road  was  quite  soft  and 
heavy  :  farther  south,  corn  fields,  pasture,  and 
woods  became  more  frequent,  interspersed  with 
lakes  and  small  rivers.  The  art  of  farming  ap- 
peared to  be  very  imperfectly  understood  here, 
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if  vvG  may  judt^e  by  our  travellers  sceinej  six 
oxen  and  ttiree  raen  omployed  for  each  plough- 
Jews  form  a  large  proportion  of  the  popula- 
tion throughout  this  part  of  the  country  as  at 
Kiev. 

About  300  versts  from  Kiev  they  passed 
through  the  town  of  Human,  formerly  a  place 
of  some  importance,  but  now  fallen  into  decay, 
and  presenting  a  miserable  appearance.  They 
next  approached  the  river  Bog,  at  Vosne- 
zens,  which  is  the  chief  place  of  that  warlike 
tribe,  well  known  by  the  name  of  the  Cossacks 
of  the  Bog.  These  people  amount  to  from  6 
to  7,000  in  number,  and  have  a  regular  milita- 
ry constitution  of  their  own.  Their  capital  is 
one  of  the  largest  of  the  southern  military  co- 
lonies, and  contains  a  number  of  regular  wide 
streets,  and  whitewashed  houses,  a  fine  large 
new  stone  riding  scLool  :  a  school  for  their 
young  soldiers  on  the  Lancasterian  system,  and 
another  for  the  female  children.  Military 
stores  and  magazines  are  also  established  there, 
and  several  other  useful  and  well  ordered  pub- 
lic institutions. 

The  river  Bog  falls  into  the  estuary  of  the 
Dnieper  not  far  from  its  mouth  and  is  navigable 
for  large  vessels,  for  150  versts  up,  but  be- 
yond this  for  3  ordOO  versts  it  is  full  of  Ca- 
taracts. 
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From  hence  to  Odessa,  a  distance  of  12.5 
versts,  the  country  possesses  little  interest,  be- 
ing mostly  level  and  having  few  villages  ;  it 
is  therefore  sufficient  to  state,  that  the  telega 
in  which  they  were,  flew  ov^erthe  ground  with 
such  rapidity  that  they  made  the  journey  in 
little  more  than  ten  hours. 

Though  the  rate  at  which  Bartle  and  his  com- 
panion occasionally  passed  over  the  ground  was 
so  swift  they  did  not  advance  at  the  same  rapid 
pace  the  whole  day  long ;  they  were  generally 
detained  at  the  stations  whilst  a  man  was  sent  on 
their  arrival  to  bring  in  horses  from  the  neigh- 
bouring pastures,  and  this  often  caused  a  delay 
of  a  couple  of  hours;  couriers  however  who  tra- 
vel in  telegas,  and  whom  the  post-masters  dare 
not  delay  on  the  route,  often  make  journeys 
the  rapidity  of  which  is  almost  incredible, — 
Thus,  as  Bartle  learned,  they  often  go  from 
Odessa  to  Petersburgh,  a  distance  of  1876 
versts,  (1400  miles  in  6  or  7  days;  and  Mr. 
Nolonsk  mentioned  that  the  Governor  of  Kri- 
mea  had  once  dispatched  a  messenger  to  that 
capital  and  received  an  answer  in  13  days. — 
When  the  courier  however  got  to  the  end  of  his 
journey,  he  was  unable  to  move,  having  lost  the 
use  of  his  limbs,  and  was  carried  into  the  post- 
house  with  his  dispatches.  It  is  in  the  south 
alone,  where  the  road  sare  so  level  that  the  ordi- 
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nary  traveller  can  use  the  same  expedition,  and 
then  only  by  paying  liberally  at  the  diftcront 
stations.  When  the  Emperor  travels  said  Bar- 
tie  to  his  companion,  I  should  suppose  he  pro- 
ceeds still  more  expeditiously  ?  he  does,  replied 
Mr.  Nolonsk,  and  to  my  knowledge  has  ofien 
made  the  journey  from  Petersburgh  to  Moscow 
397  miles,  in  42  hours.  Indeed  it  is  quite 
common  throughout  Russia,  to  travel  200  miles 
in  24  hours,  including  not  only  the  stoppage 
at  the  stations,  but  also  the  delays  absolutely 
necessary  for  adjusting  the  harness.  This  gives 
an  average  of  about  8  miles  per  hour  ;  so  that 
all  lost  time  must  be  made  up  by  gallopping  at 
the  full  speed  of  the  horses. 

It  was  on  the  J  6th  October,  that  our  travel- 
lers came  within  sight  of  the  spires  of  Odessa, 
and  a  few  hours  after  saw  Bartle  lodged  in  the 
house  of  an  English  Merchant,  resident  there, 
of  the  name  of  Gregg.  This  gentleman  had  been 
induced  to  proffer  him  this  accommodation,  not 
because  he  was  acountryman,  butin  consequence 
of  a  letter  which  preceded  his  arrival,  written 
by  Mr.  Gorodek,  to  recommend  him  to  the  pro- 
tection of  Mr.  Gregg,  as  a  young  man  in  whom 
he.  Mr.  Gorodek,  placed  every  confidence,  and 
whom  he  had  selected  for  the  management  of 
his  commercial  transactions  with  Spain,  France, 
and  England.  Here,  however,  as  in  Moscow, 
his  first  care  was  to  apply  at  the  post  office  for 
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a  letter  from  his  friend  James  Leecli ;  he  found 
that  none  had  arrived  to  his  address  save  one, 
and  that  was  from  his  Patron,  Mr.  Gorodck, 
who  mentioned  thatbusincsshad  been  so  pressing 
as  to  prevent  James  Leech  from  writing  to  him, 
but  that  he  would  certainly  do  so  towards  the 
close  of  the  month,  when  he  intended  to  send 
him  a  large  packet.  He  therefore  in  the  most 
friendly  manner,  advised  Bartle  to  attend  close- 
ly to  his  business,  and  not  to  lose  his  equani- 
mity because  he  was  disappointed  for  a  few 
days. 

Bartle  now  therefore,  set  himself  down  to 
the  duties  of  his  post  like  a  man  who  was  de- 
termined to  fulfil  the  trust  confided  to  him.  He 
waited  upon  all  the  merchants  with  whom  Mr. 
Gorodek  had  dealings,  shewed  them  the  autho- 
rity under  which  he  acted,  and  so  ingratiated 
himself  into  their  good  opinion  by  his  frank 
and  intelligent  manners,  that  they  promised  to 
assist  him  with  their  advice,  should  any  occa- 
sion arise  when  he  might  think  it  necessary  to 
ask  it.  He  inspected  also,  the  correspondence 
and  the  books  which  his  predecessor  had  ma- 
naged, and  soon  found  with  the  instructions 
which  he  had  previously  received  from  Mr. 
Gorodek,  that  he  might  hope  in  a  short  time 
to  become  perfectly  competent  for  all  his 
functions.  He  wrote  also  to  James  Leech  giv- 
ing him  a  very  full  account  of  the  journey  from 
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Moscow,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  was 
endeavouring  to  perform  his  duty  to  Mr.  Go- 
lodek.  "  1  have  been  urged  he  said,  to  put 
some  freight  aboard  a  vessel  now  iu  the  har- 
bour, for  the  Mediterranean,  and  perhaps  there 
are  good  grounds  for  believing  that  it  would 
turn  out  to  advantage.  I  shall  wait  however 
a  little  while  to  see  my  way,  before  1  use  the 
discretionary  power  which  Mr  Gorodel?  has 
given  me.  The  weather  will  shortly  break, 
when  little  can  be  done  in  the  way  of  com- 
merce except  with  the  neighbouring  ports,  so 
that  when  spring  comes  round,  I  shall  feel 
more  confidence  in  acting  upon  my  own  judg- 
ment. 

In  this  determination,  Bartle  shewed  his  pru- 
dence, and,  as  he  afterwards  found  gave  great 
satisfaction  to  his  employer.  A  young  naan 
entering  upon  a  new  situation,  is  so  apt  to  think 
highly  of  himself,  and  so  inclined  to  believe  that 
every  undertaking  must  succeed,  that  when  we 
see  one  wisely  cautious  of  treading  upon  new 
ground,  and  satisfied  with  what  is  well,  with- 
out seeking  to  make  well  better,  we  imme- 
diately think  favourably  of  his  understanding, 
and  venture  to  predict  that  he  will  succeed  in 
his  undertakings. 

Odessa  at  which  our  travellers  had  now  so 
satisfactorily  settled  himself,  is  situated  between 
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the  mouth  oftheDocisterand  the  Dnieper,  at  the 
S.  VV.corner  of  the  bay  of  Adschai,  in  the  Black 
Sea,  in  north  latitude  46*^.  and  cast  longitude, 
30^.  The  streets  are  regular  and  straight,  and 
in  general  cross  each  other  at  right  angles. — 
Some  of  them  are  long,  a  few  are  lined  with 
trees,  but  all  are  unpaved.  The  houses  are  for 
the  most  part  neatly  built  with  stone,  with 
roofs  of  wood  or  sheets  of  iron  gaudily  paint- 
ed. The  air  is  purer  as  Bartle  learned,  and  re- 
markably wholesome,  the  bay  on  which  it 
stands  is  good  and  secure,  but  it  labours  under 
the  want  of  a  navigable  river,  and  a  great  scar- 
city of  fresh  wj^ter.  The  commerce  is  consi- 
derable with  France,  Spain,  the  Levant,  Ger- 
many, and  England  ;  vessels  from  all  which 
countries,  were  then  taking  in  or  discharging 
their  cargoes  at  the  quay  side.  The  chief  arti- 
cles of  importation  are  wines,  cotton,  stuffs,  oil, 
spices,  tohocco,  porcelain,  and  paper.  Corn  is 
the  principal  article  ef  exportation,  together 
with  butter,  caviar,  tallow,  ironmongery  from 
Toula,  hides  and  furs.  About  800  vessels  ar- 
rive annually,  of  which  400  are  British. 

The  history  of  Odessa  is  interesting  :  previ- 
ous to  the  year  1774,  the  Tarks  had  the  ex- 
clusive right  to  navigate  the  Black  Sea,  and  of 
course  all  its  commerce  was  in  their  hands  ; 
but,  in  that  year,  the  Russians  having  obtained 
by    treaty,the   same   privilege,  they   founded 
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Khorson  on  tlie  right  bank  of  the  Dnieper,  but 
it  was  soon  found  that  the  cataracts  upon  that 
river,  and  its  being  frozen  or  blocked  up  with 
ice  for  half  the  year,  rendered  it  quite  unfit  for 
communication  with  the  interior,  and  there- 
fore it  would  not  answer  as  the  commercial 
port  of  the  Black  Sea.  Odessa  was  there, 
fore  founded  by  Catherine  in  the  year  1796. 
From  that  moment  its  rise  was  progressive. 
Tn  1802,  200  vessels  arrived  from  Constantino- 
ple and  the  Mediterranean,  and  an  immense 
quantity  of  corn  was  exported  ;  and  its  transac- 
tions have  since  increased.  Its  population  at 
the  period  of  Bartle's  arrival,  amounted  to 
40,000  Greeks,  who  are  chiefly  retail  merchants 
and  workmen,  being  the  most  numerous.  The 
Russians  are  principally  servants,  the  most 
wealthy  and  powerful  being  the  French,  En- 
glish, and  Germans  ;  and  yet  it  has  two  great 
drawbacks  upon  its  prosperity;  the  dearth  of 
fuel,  and  the  want  of  a  navigable  river. 

A  few  days  after  this  the  weather  did  indeed 
break  as  Bartle  had  supposed  ;  the  rain  coming 
down  in  torrents,  and  this  was  succeeded  by 
a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  which  covered  the  face  of 
the  country,  and  brought  on  an  intense  frost. 
Here  it  was,  that  the  advantageous  situation  of 
Odessa  appeared,  for  whilst  the  two  rivers  be- 
tween which  it  is  builf,  were  covered  with  so 
thick  an  ice,  that  loaded  waggons  crossed  them. 


139 

the  harbour  of  Odessa  was  open  for  the  arrival 
and  clearing  out  of  ships:  as  we  have  mention- 
ed, however,  summer  is  the  season  when  com- 
merce is  briskest,  the  great  article  of  Export 
which  is  corn,  being  then  brought  down  from  the 
Ukraine  and  the  neighbouring  provinces  of  the 
south,  in  waggons  drawn  by  oxen,  and  in  such 
quantities,  that  several  hundred  waggons  arrive 
in  the  town  in  a  day. 

Bartle  had  been  about  a  month  in  Odessa, 
every  day  becoming  better  acquainted  with  the 
language  and  the  mode  of  conducting  business, 
when  three  letters  were  handed  to  him,  from 
his  friend  James  Leech,  and  removed  the  ap- 
prehensions which  he  had  begun  to  entertain 
about  his  health.  Previous  to  giving  the  read- 
er a  copy  of  these  letters,  it  is  interesting  to 
mention  that  the  last  had  been  written  only  8 
days  before  at  Petersburgh,  and  of  that  time, 
had  remained  two  days  in  the  couriers  posses- 
sion before  he  had  received  the  dispatch  which 
he  had  brought.  He  had  however  performed 
the  whole  of  the  journey  in  a  sledge,  and  as 
he  informed  Bartle,  felt  no  other  inconvenience 
from  the  journey,  than  what  was  caused  by  the 
little  use  he  had  been  able  to  make  of  his 
limba  for  so  many  successive  days. 
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Letter    from    James   Leech,    to    Bartlb 
Smith  • 

"  My  dear  Bartlo, 

Though  you  are  now  1  trust,  safely  arrived 
at  Odessa,  which  I  find  by  the  map,  is  in  13? 
ower  latitude  than  Petersburgh,  Mr.  Gorodek 
tells  me  that  your  winters  are  sometimes  as  se- 
vere as  we  have  them  here.  If  it  be  so  at  pre- 
sent, we  may  have  a  fellow^- feeling  for  each 
other ;  for,  the  cold  of  England  is  nothing  com- 
pared with  what  we  have  in  Russia.  Up  to 
the  9th  of  October,  tho  it  was  raining,  the  air 
was  not  colder  than  a  November  day  in  Eng- 
land ;  but  on  that  day,  the  snow  appeared,  and 
on   the   15th  the  Neva  was  entirely  covered 
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with  ice,  strong  enough  to  bear  not  only  foot 
passengers,  but  a  sledge  drawn  by  horses.  In 
a  few  days  after  this,  the  whole  gulf  of  Finland 
was  frozen,  and  the  communication  by  ice  was 
thus  opened  with  Cronstadt ;  the  road  being 
marked  over  the  surface  by  rows  of  stakes,  laid 
down  by  orders  of  Government.  I  had  occa- 
sion to  go  there  on  business  for  Mr.  Gorodek, 
and  tho'  as  yet  I  am  but  an  indifferent  skeater, 
laccomplished  the  distance  20  miles  in  three 
hours,  at  the  expcnce  of  half  a  dozen  hard 
falls  on  the  ice.  I  am  told  however  to  comfort 
me,  that  t  shall  soon  go  as  well  as  the  natives, 
and  indeed  if  example  improves,  I  think  I  shall, 
for  every  one  who  goes  a-foQt  uses  them.     I 
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leave  you  to  imagine  what  a  novel  sight  it 
must  be  to  English  eyes,  to  see  men  and  wo- 
men, boys  and  girls,  of  all  ranks,  flitting  to  and 
fro  with  one  foot  alternately  in  the  air; 
those  even  who  are  carrying  heavy  burthens, 
moving  along  with  almost  the  same  rapidity, 

I  wish  you  could  see  me  in  my  winter  dress, 
you  would  scarcely  know  your  old  friend  so 
buried  in  furs  ;  I  send  you,  however,  a  picture 
of  a  Russian  gentleman  in  his  Christmas  cos- 
tume which  I  bought  yesterday  at  a  little  pic- 
ture shop  :  My  dress  is  very  nearly  the  same, 
except  that  I  cannot  persuade  myself  to  carry 
a  muff,   which  you  know  none  but  females  in 
England  wear.     I  have  a  fur  pelisse,  fur  boots, 
a  fur  bonnet  which  prevents  the  frost  from  nip- 
ping my  ears,  and  a  pair  of  fur  gloves  which 
altogether  give  me  the  appearance  of  a  bear. 

Though  you  may  smile  at  my  dress,  howe  /er 
I  assure  you  it  is  most  necessary.  As  I  walk 
abroad,  I  observe  several  persons  whose  faces 
have  been  bitten  by  the  frost ;  their  cheeks 
have  large  scars  as  if  singed  with  a  hot  iron.  I 
was  walking  tlie  other  day  with  our  friend  Mr. 
Gordon,  when  a  Russian  came  up  to  inform  him, 
that  his  ears  were  frost  bitten,  and  assisted  him 
afterwards  in  rubbing  the  part  affected  with 
snow,  by  which  means  it  instantly  recovered. 
He  was  not  sensible  of  it  himself  for  he  felt 
QO  pain  whatever,  and  had  ho  approached  a 
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fire  they  would  have  mortified  and  dropped  off. 
The  friendly  Russian  perceived  it  by  the  un- 
common whiteness  of  the  parts  affected  which 
he  had  neglected  to  defend  with  his  fur  cap, 
wearing  his  common  beaver  hatinstegidof  it. 

The  lower  orders  of  natives  however,  seem 
little  affected  by  it,  for  they  continue  at  work 
as  usual  with  scarcely  any  change  in  their  or- 
dinary clothing :  their  only  care  is  to  defend 
their  legs,  hands,  and  head,  by  covering  them 
with  fur.  I  see  them  at  work  as  usual,  and 
the  sledge  drivers  ply  in  the  streets,  seemingly 
unaffected  by  the  frost;  their  beards,  however, 
are  one  crust  of  ice,  as  stiff  as  if  they  were 
made  of  wood,  and  their  horses  are  covered 
with  icicles.  Indeed  it  surprises  me  to  see 
women  engaged  washing  in  the  Neva.  They 
cut  holes  in  the  ice  with  a  hatchet,  dipping 
their  linen  into  the  water  with  their  bare 
hands,  and  beating  it  with  flat  sticks.  During 
the  whole  time,  the  ice  was  continually  forming 
again,  and  they  were  as  constantly  obliged  to 
clear  it  away. 

I  hear  it  soraetimos  happens  that  sledge  dri- 
vers w^aitins  loner  for  their  masters  are  frozen  to 
death.  To  prevent  as  much  as  possible  these 
dreadful  accidents,  great  lires  of  whole  trees 
piled  one  on  another  are  kindled  in  the  court- 
yard  of  the  palace,  and  the  most  frequented 
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parts  of  the  town  ;  all  night  the  effect  of  these 
great  fires  are  surprisingly  singular;  the  flames 
blaze  above  the  tops  of  the  houses,  and  cast 
thsir  glare  to  a  considerable  distance  upon  the 
Russians,  with  their  Asiatic  dress  and  long 
beards,  who  are  passing  along  or  collected 
round  them. 

And  yet,  winter  is  here  a  pleasant  time, 
the  air  is  so  dry  when  once  the  frost  has  set  in, 
that  one  is  not  so  liable  to  catch  cold  as  in 
damp  climates  like  ours.  It  is  besides  the  sea- 
son for  amusement,  the  Neva  being  every  day 
crowded  with  people  of  all  ranks,  diverting 
themselves  on  the  ice;  as  I  pass  along  on  busi- 
ness, for  Mr.  Gorodek's  affairs  give  plenty  of 
employ  ent  to  his  clerks,  J  see  carriages  and 
sledges,  and  foot  passengers  going  to  and  fro, 
besides  different  groups  of  people  witnessing  the 
pastimes  that  aie  going  on  ;  in  one  part  are  se- 
veral long  areas,  railed  off  for  the  purpose  of 
skating  ;  a  little  further  is  an  enclosure  where 
a  horsebreaker  is  training  his  horses,  whilst  in 
a  third,  the  people  are  spectators  of  a  sledge 
race. 

But  this  is  enough  for  the  present,  when  I 
write  again,  you  shall  have  an  account  of  such 
things  as  1  think  will  amuse  you.  In  return  I 
shall  expect  the  same  from  you,  so  that  we  may 
mutually  form  an  idea  ;  you  of  a  winter  in 
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Petorsburgh,  and  1  of  the  countries  that  border 
on  the  Black  Sea. 

Farewel  Dear  Bartle, 

As  always  your  Friend^ 

James  Leech. 

The  other  two  letters  had  been  written  sub- 
sequently to  the  receipt  of  that  sent  by  Bartie 
shortly  after  his  arrival  in  Odessa,  the  last  be- 
ing evidently  caused  by  the  delay  of  the  cou- 
rier, which  we  have  mentioned. 

My  Dear  Bartle, 

Your  letter  gives  me  some  idea  of  the 
busy  way  in  which  you  pass  your  time,  and  1 
can  believe  it.  The  merchants  must  be  better 
informed  in  Odessa,  than  those  of  the  same 
class  here,  w^here  many  of  them  from  ignorance 
of  reading  or  writing,  reckon  by  a  kind  of  ma- 
chine, with  several  rows  of  wire  upon  which 
beads  are  strung.  If  w^e  are  occupied  however, 
it  is  a  satisfaction  that  it  is  for  a  worthy  man, 
and  no  more  than  we  owe  him  as  his  confiden- 
tial agents,  even  supposing  we  had  not  received 
so  many  marks  of  his  friendship. 

Yesterday  1  went  to  see  the  favorite  amuse- 
ment of  the  ice  hills,  a  description  of  which  I 
think  will  amuse  voii.  A  scaftbldin";  is  raised 
upon  the  river  about  30  feet  high,  on  one  side 
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of  which  are  steps  or  a  ladder  to  ascend  by  to 
the  platform  on  the  top  :  From  this,  a  sloping 
plane  of  boards  about  four  yards  broad,  and 
thirty  yards  long,  descends  to'the  river;  this  is 
supported  by  strong  poles,  and  its  sides  protected 
by  a  parapet  of  planks.  On  this  sloping  plane, 
are  laid  square  blocks  of  ice,  about  four  inches 
thick,  these  are  smoothed  with  the  axe,  and 
being  sprinkled  with  water,  it  freezes'  and 
unites  them  together  in  one  mass,  as  smooth 
as  glass  ;  at  toe  bottom,  the  snow  is  cleared 
avvay  for  the  length  of  200  yards,  and  the 
breadth  of  4  yards.  Each  person  who  desires 
to  partake  of  this  amusement  being  provided 
with  a  small  sledge  like  a  butcher's  tray,  mounts 
the  ladder  to  the  summit,  seats  hiinself  on  hi* 
sledge,  and  glides  down  the  place  with  incon- 
ceivable rapidity,  balancing  his  sledge  as  he 
descends.  The  force  with  which  he  descends, 
carries  him  along  the  level  surface  below,  to 
the  bottom  of  a  second  hill,  at  the  foot  of 
which  he  quits  his  sledge,  mounts  again,  and  in 
the  same  manner,  glides  dow.a  the  other  inclined 
plane  of  ice.  There  is  some  danger  in  the 
amusement  in  ca^e  the  sledge  is  not  nicely  ba- 
lanced, for  if  it  totters  either  through  his  care- 
lessness or  his  timidity,  he  runs  no  small  risk 
of  breaking  his  bones,  if  not  his  neck.  I  am 
not  fearful  as  you  know  James,  and  yet,  often 
as  I  have  stood  at  the  bottom  of  those  ice  hilh, 
observing  the  sledges  descending  so  swift!  v^' 
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and  longing  to  partake  of  the  arausement  ray 
self,  ]  never  could  rauster  sufficient  courage  to 
trust  rayself  in  one  of  them. 

But    whilst  I   am    descrihing    to   you    the 
amusements  of  this  people,  let  me  not  forget  a 
sight  of  a  far  different  nature ;   I   was  passing 
along  the  streets  of  the  city  yesterday  morning, 
when  I  observed  near  the  market  place,  a  large 
crowd  of  people  collected  together,  and  on  in- 
quiring found  that  the  multitude  was  assembled 
in  order  to  see  a  fellow  who  had  been  convicted 
of  murder,  receive  the  punishment  of  the  knout. 
I  shuddered  at  the  idea  of  being  a  spectator  of 
the  agonies  of  a  fellow  creature,  and  left  the 
place,  but  our  friend   Mr.  Gorodek  related  to 
me  in  the  evening  what  took  place.     The  in- 
strument  of  punishment   is    a    leather   thong 
about  the  thickness  of  a  crown  piece,  and  |  of 
an  inch  broad,  and  rendered  extremely  hard  by 
a  peculiar  kind  of  preparation  :  this  is  tied  to 
a  thick  plaited  whip,  which  is   fastened  by  a 
ring  to  a  short  wooden  handle.     The  execu- 
tioner before  every  stroke,  receded  a  few  paces, 
and,   at  the  same  time,  drew  back  the  hand 
which  held  the  knout,  then  springing  forward, 
he  applied  the  flat  end  of  the  thong  to  the  na- 
ked back    of  the  criminal   in   a  straight  line, 
reaching  6  or  7  inches  from  the  collar  towards 
the   waist.     He    began    by  hitting  the   right 
shoulder,  and  continued  his  strokes  arallel  to 
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each  other,  quite  to  the  left  shoulder,  nor  ceas- 
ed till  he  had  intiicted  333  la?hes,  the  numher 
prescribed  by  the  sentence.  At  the  conclusion 
of  this  punishment,  the  nostrils  of  the  crimi- 
nal were  torn  with  red  hot  pincers,  his  face 
branded  with  a  red  hot  iron,  and  he  was  con- 
ducted to  prison  in  order  to  be  transported  to 
the  mines  ot  Nershinsk.  Floogingis  you  know 
a  punishment  inflicted  by  our  laws  in  England, 
lipon  those  who  are  guilty  of  certain  crimes, 
but  it  bears  no  comparison  in  severity  with  this, 
which  appears  to  me  more  painful  than  death 
itself.  So  terribly  expert  are  the  executioners, 
that  they  can,  on  being  ordered  to  do  so,  dis- 
patch the  criminal  with  2  or  3  blows  on  the 
ribs. 

truly  yours, 

James  Leech. 

The  third  letter  was  in  fact  a  sequel  to  the 
foregoing,  it  ran  as  follows  : 

Mv  Dear  Bartle, 

Ever  since  I  heard  Mr.  Gorodek's 
description  of  that  dreadful  punishment,  the 
knout,  I  have  been  anxious  to  learn  something 
more  concerning  the  criminal  lav/s  in  Russia, 
and  their  mode  of  treating  their  prisoners. 

1  found  on  inquiry,  that  capital  punishments 
are  almost  unknown,  unless  indeed  the  knout 
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be  called  Fuca  when  it  causes  death.     For  for- 
gery they  have  a  punishment  which  seems  re- 
markably appropriate.  The  criminals  are  sent  to 
work   for  lile  in   the  silver   mines    of  Siberia, 
where  they  may  be  continually  handling  the 
metal  which  they  so  much  desired.     I  am  told 
however,  there  is  another   reason  besides  the 
mildness  of  the   criminal  laws,   why  lerral  pu- 
nishments are  but  rare,  though  to  our  English 
ears   it   sounds  like  a  very  bad   reason.     The 
majority  of  the  people  are  slaves,  like  the  cat- 
tle  upon  a  farm,  and  may  be  and  are  generally 
sold  with  the  land  ;  the  cudgel  therefore  inflicts 
punishment  in  numberless  cases,  which  in  other 
countries  would    fall  under  the   cognizance  of 
the  magistrate.     A  bad  state  of  things  this— 
for  thoulrh  we  may  well  believe  that  the  guilty 
generally     meet   'their     desert,     many     inno- 
cent people    no  doubt  suffer  when   the  pow- 
er can  be  cxcrci.-?ed  by  private  individuals,  who 
are  not  responsible   to  the  laws  for  what  they 
do.      In  our  own  country  no  man  is  above  the 
laws,  so  no  punishment  can  bo  coramqndod  ex- 
cept by  the  legal  magistrate,  or  inflicted  but  by 
public  authority. 

In  the  reign  of  the  Empress  Elizabeth  who 
died  in  the  year  1762,  the  punishment  of  death 
ceased  to  be  inflicted  for  any  crime  except  trea- 
son and  murder.  Those  who  are  transported, 
are  sent  oflf  in  spring  from  different  parts  of  the 
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Russian  dominions,  they  are  chained  in  pahs, 
and  fastened  to  a  large  rope.  When  they  ar- 
rive at  Tobolsk  in  Siberia,  the  governor  distri- 
butes some  to  different  masters,  others  he  dis- 
poses of  as  vassals  in  the  neighbouring  country, 
whilst  the  remainder  are  sent  on  to  Irkulsk,  to 
be  distributed  by  the  governor  in  the  same 
manner.  The  felons  are  then  conveyed  to 
Nershinsk,  where  they  are  condemned  to  work 
in  the  silver  mines,  or  at  the  different  forges. 
Here  unwholesome  air  destroys  great  numbers, 
so  that  perhaps,  as  many  suffer  death  in  a  coun- 
try where  capital  punishment  is  not  allowed, 
as  in  England  where  death  is  the  penalty  of  a 
great  many  crimes  besides  treason  and  murder. 

The  prison  of  Petersburgh  is,  as  you  know, 
an  extensive  brick  building,  surrounded  by  a 
high  wall,  flanked  with  round  towers,  like  tho 
old  Castles  in  England.  But  no  description 
can  give  you  any  idea  of  Ihe  wretchedness  of 
the  prisoners  their  squalid  appearance,  their 
uncleansed  persons,  their  filthy  clothing,  and 
the  pestilential  air  of  the  rooms  where  I  saw 
them  huddled  together.  Indeed  my  only  won- 
der is,  that  they  do  not  all  die  of  plague  in  the 
course  of  a  month. 

The  jailer  told  me  that  in  tho  interior  of  the 
empire,  the  usual  punishments  are  imprison- 
ment, banishment  to  Siberia,  the  bastinado  and 
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the  dreadful  knout.  When  I  think  of  the  last 
it  makes  ray  flesh  creep.  The  bastinado  he 
said,  is  inflicted  nearly  in  the  same  manner  as 
amongst  the  Chinese  ;  the  culprit  is  thrown 
down  on  hi?  belly,  and  struck  on  the  thick  of 
his  thigh  with  two  sticks.  This  punishment 
is  usually  allotted  to  soldiers. 

Yours  ever,  Dear  Bartle, 

James  Leech. 

The  winter  months  passed  swiftly  away, 
whilst  Bartle  was  busily  employed,  every  day 
making  himself  better  acquainted  with  the  peo- 
ple and  the  language,  and  adding  to  his  quali- 
lications  for  the  situation  in  which  Mr.  Goro- 
dek  had  placed  him.  He  had  the  society  of 
several  of  his  countrymen  who  were  settled 
there  in  commercial  situations,  or  else  held  situ- 
ations in  the  Russian  Navy  on  the  black  sea 
and  ho  found  them  all  men  of  information  anti 
judgment  and  well  disposed  to  assist  him  in 
any  difficulty,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  Mr,  Go- 
rodek  whom  they  all  respected,  but  in  a  short 
time  for  bis  own  also.  During  this  period 
also,  he  received  two  letters  from  his  friend 
James  Leech,  and  we  may  well  suppose  the 
joy  it  gave  him  to  learn  from  him  that  he  was 
well,  and  become  every  day  more  and  more  at- 
tached to  the  people  amongst  whom  he  lived. 
The  first  of  these  letters  was  as  follows  : — 
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My  Dear  Bartle, 

Contrary  to  all  my  former  notions, 
I  begin  to  perceive  that  winter,  in  a  country 
like  tliis,  is  the  plcasantest  as  well  as  the  most 
expeditious  season  for  travelling.  I  have  hut 
just  returned  from  Cronstadt,  when  Mr.  Goro- 
dek  informed  me  that  1  was  to  set  out  for  Abo 
the  next  morning  on  some  confidential  business, 
and  that  the  sledge  would  be  at  the  door  for 
me  at  half  past  eight  o'clock.  I  made  no  other 
answer  to  this  but  '*  very  well  Sir,"  for  a  sin- 
gle man  at  least,  you  know,  should  be  always 
prepared  to  move  about  wherever  his  duty  calls 
him.  I  w'as  ready  accordingly  at  the  appoint- 
ed time,  and  being  now  returned,  sit  down  to 
give  you  an  account  of  my  journey. 

Abo  is  a  good  sized  town  and  the  capital  of 
Finland,  situated  at  the  extremity  of  the 
promontory  which  is  formed  by  the  gulfs  of 
Bothnia  and  Finland.  Longitude,  22^  7  East, 
lat.  60~'28  north,  its  population  being  about 
11,000  souls. 

Vou  will  be  pleased  also  to  learn,  that  1  did 
not  make  the  Journey  hither  in  an  uneasy  wag- 
gon like  those  you  saw  in  Petersburgh,  but  was 
comfortably  lodged  in  a  sledge  drawn  by  a 
stout  pair  of  horses,  and  carried  over  the  ground 
without  much  trouble  to  myself,  at  the  rate  of 
()  or  8  miles  an  hour.  I  did  not  at  first  like 
the  motion  of  the  sledge,   for  a  person  who  is 
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unused  to  it,   has   all   the  sensation    of  beini£ 
trundled  along  in  one  of  our  own  wlieelbarrows, 
but  after  a  little  time,  I  got  reconciled  to  it,  and 
lay  at  my  ea«;e   in  my  Jitt'.e   carriage  with   all 
my  furs  about    me.     It    is   sloped   somewhat 
like  a  cradle,  havirg  tbe  tilt  which  rises  from 
the  hinder  extremity,  and  projects  about  two 
feet,  open   in  front  but  provided  with  curtains 
which  might  be  drawn  and  tied  together  when- 
ever the  weather  was  severe.     The  outside  was 
secured  w'ith  matting  and  oil- skin,  and  the  in- 
side with  coarse  cloth. 

In  this  machine  I  sometimes  lay  stretched  at 
full  length,  sometimes  sat  crosslegged  like  a 
Turk,  and  at  other  times  raised  myself  on  a 
seat  formed  by  cushions,  wrapped  up  in  a  great 
coat  of  blue  sacking  lined  with  lambskin,  and 
having  for  each  of  my  legs  a  kind  of  case,  (for 
1  know  not  what  else  to  call  it,  into  which  I 
could  put  my  feet  as  into  boots,  and  draw  them 
lip  as  high  as  the  hips,  they  being  close  at-tho 
bottom  to  secure  the  feet  from  the  frost;  these 
■were  made  of  sheepskin,  having  the  fJgshy  side 
out  and  the  woolly  side  in.  My  feet  were  fur- 
ther protected  by  two  pair  of  woollen  stockings, 
and  boots  lined  with  flannel  and  fur.  I  had 
a  black  velvet  cap  made  thick  and  warm  to 
protect  the  ears  and  face,  and  was  further  pro- 
vided with  a  wrapping  cloak  of  fur  and  a  bear- 
skin muff,  a  part  of  dress,  which  though  1  Could 
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never  bring  myself  to  wear  it  when'  skating  or 
walking  abroad,  I  found  exceedingly  comfort- 
able in  the  sledge.  Thus  equipped  you  will 
say,  I  might  well  defy  the  cold  of  Lapland. — 
I  set  out  with  a  party  of  merchants  bound  on 
the  same  route  with  myself;  we  had  S  sledges 
in  our  company,  each  having  his  two  horses 
harnessed  as  for  tandem,  to  the  machine  ;  the 
narrowness  of  the  road  or  rather  the  path  along 
which  we  travelled,  preventing  their  being 
placed  abreast,  and  the  snov^on  each  side  of  us, 
being  so  deep,  that  when  two  carriages  met,  the 
borses  which  turned  out  of  the  way,  sunk  up 
to  their  girts. 

All  night  we  continued  our  journey,  which 
lay  westward  along  the  northern  shore  of  the 
gulf  of  Finland,  and  though  we  bad  no  moon- 
shine, we  wanted  not  for  light,  for  the  Aurora- 
borealis  and  the  dazzling  whiteness  of  the 
snow  supplied  an  agreeable  kind  of  twilight. 

The  country  round  Abo  is  but  barren  in 
grain  produce,  so  that  tho'  the  people  are  hum- 
ble and  industrious,  and  each  willing  to  culti- 
vate his  own  little  spot  of  ground  with  alibis 
might,  they  are  dependant  tor  their  supply  al- 
most exclusively  on  importation,  and  are  fre- 
quently driven  to  the  necossity  of  mixing  chop- 
ped straw,  the  bark  of  trees,  and  such  other 
things,  with  tho  m.eal  of  which  they  make  their 
bread. 
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This  is  a  poor  life,  and  when  I  think  on  the 
comforts  and  the  affluence  of  ray  own  native 
country,  it  makes  me  wonder  at  the  cheerfulness 
with  which  these  poor  creatures  accommodate 
themselves  to  the  necessities  of  their  lot  in  life. 
A  man  might  learn  a  good  lessson  from  this  : 
indeed  I  think  a  man  must  visit  foreign  coun- 
tries in  order  to  appreciate  the  blessings  which 
he  enjoys  at  home. 

Abo  has  a  commodious  harbour,  and  carries 
on  a  considerable  trade  with  other  towns  in 
Finland,  in  corn,  cattle,  fish,  \vood  iron,  tar, 
cloth,  &c.  its  commerce  extends  only  to  Eng- 
land, Holland,  and  in  a  small  degree  to  the 
Mediterranean.  They  have  some  very  flou- 
rishing manufactures,  viz.  silk,  cotton,  ropes, 
and  paper,  together  with  a  very  respectable 
sugar  refinery.  Their  dockyards  are  very  fine, 
and  by  far  the  best  glass-houses  in  the  Russian 
dominions  are  here.  This  town  has  all  the 
appearance  of  a  rapidly  rising  and  improving^ 
place,  its  trade  is  brisk,  and  its  inhabitants  or- 
derly and  well  conducted  ;  a  curious  custom 
prevails  here  and  it  w^ill  amuse  you  to  hear  it 
described  : — Marriages  are  solemnized  only 
once  a  year,  and  that  on  a  fixed  day  in  autumn, 
so  that  if  a  couple  about  to  marry  were  to  let 
that  day  slip,  they  must  wait  for  the  next  an- 
niversary- A  good  custom  you  will  say,  and 
worthy  to  be  adopted  in  some  countries  such  a? 
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Ireland,  where  I  understand  people  marry  after 
a  short  acquaintance,  and  never  think  of  laying 
by  a  little  store  for  that  occasion.  In  Abo  the 
lover  is  not  allowed  to  see  the  object  of  his  at- 
tachment except  in  the  presence  of  some  pru- 
dent matron,  and  then  only  for  a  short  tuile  : 
his  offer  also  which  is  never  made  in  person,  is 
always  intimated  by  his  sending  a  small  piece 
of  money  which  is  accepted  or  not,  according 
as  she  is*inclined  to  approve  or  reject  his  suit. 

I  must  also  inform  you  that  the  summer  road 
from  Petersburgh  to  Stockholm  whichlastis^si- 
tuated  near  the  east  coast  of  Sweden  and  is  the 
Metropolis  of  that  country,  is  by  land  to  Abo, 
and  thence  across  the  open  sea  to  the  Swedish 
capital.  The  same  route  is  pursued  in  winter 
when  the  ice  is  sufficiently  strong,  the  track 
over  the  frozen  surface  between  the  two  king- 
doms being  marked  out  by  boughs  of  trees, 
placed  at  intervals,  and  on  shore  by  large  poles 
with  bundles  of  straw  on  their  tops.  The  duty 
of  providing  these  necessary  way-marks  de- 
volves upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  pa- 
rishes, notice  being  given  at  church  as  soon  as 
the  ice  may  be  considered  secure,  and  certain 
distances  allotted  to  each  individual.  I  con- 
versed with  a  Russian  who  proceeded  only  as 
ffir  as  Aland  Isle  from  Abo.  There  he  slept, 
intending  to  continue  his  route  the  next  morn- 
ing, hut  the  weather  suddenly  changed,  the  ice 
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cracked  owing  to  a  warm  sun  which  shone  out, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  wait  some  days  there 
until  the  sea  was  sufficiently  clear  of  ice  for  a 
vc'&sel  to  convey  him  to  the  Swedish  Capital. 
And  now  dear  Bartle  that  I  have  described 
jny  journey  to  Abo,  let  me  add  a  few  words 
respecting  Petersburgh. 

It  was  on  my  return  from  Abo  that  Mr.  Goro- 
dek  kindly  undertook  to  accompatiy  me  to  the 
annual  market  of  Petersburgh,  and  well  didit 
deserve  the  visit,  for  a  aiore  novel  sight  never 
was  presented  to  a  stranger's  eye.  Jt  was  8 
o'clock  when  we  left  home,  and  though  not 
yet  Jight,  the  peasantry  w^ere  from  all  sides 
hastening  with  their  provisions  on  sledges  of  a 
Tude  construction  like  that  represented  in  the 
cut. 

The  market  of  Petersburgh  was  a  vast  square 
crowded  with  people  either  selling  or  purchas- 
ing the  various  commodities  ;  in  all  quarters  1 
observed  many  thousand  raw  carcases  of  cows, 
sheep,  and  hogs,  together  v^^ith  fowls,  butter, 
eggs,  and  fish,  all  as  hard  .as  stone  by  the  frost. 
The  fish  was  particularly  beautiful,  their  co- 
lours being  as  fresh  as  when  taken  out  of  the 
water,  and  appearing  as  transparent  as  wax. — 
The  beasts  presented  a  far  less  pleasing  sight, 
many  hundreds  of  the  larger  sort  being  skinned 
end  piled  upon  their  hinder  legs  against  one- 
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another,  as  if  each  was  making  an  effort  io 
Climb  over  the  head  of  its  neighbour.  Their 
motionless  appearance  was  strongly  contrasted 
with  their  seemingly  struggling  attitudes,  and 
they  looked  as  if  they  suddenly  had  petrilied 
when  in  the  act  of  climbing.  Their  hardness 
too  was  so  great,  that  the  sellers  were  chopping 
them  with  a  hatchet  for  the  purchasers,  and 
the  chips  of  their  carcases  flow  off  in  the  same 
manner  as  splinters  do  from  a^block  of  wood. 
I  asked  Mr.  Gorodek  how  long  this  market 
continued,  as  from  the  quantity  of  provisions 
collected  there,  1  supposed  it  customary  to  buy 
enough  for  the  winters  consumption  ;  from  him 
I  learned  that  the  market  lasts  but  three  days, 
a  short  time,  if  you  consider  that  the  provisions 
collected  here  come  from  the  most  remote  pro- 
vinces of  the  empire,  Siberia,  Archangel,  and 
the  country  some  thousand  versts  beyond 
Moscow. 

There  is  however,  a  circumstance  connected 
with  this  annual  market,  which  is  extremely 
interesting.  The  commodities  which  are  here 
exposed  for  sale,  arc  conveyed  on  sledges  under 
the  care  of  boors  or  peasants,  and  as  it  seldom 
happens,  that  for  more  than  one  season  the  same 
persons  travel  with  them,  I  am  sure  you  will  be 
gratified  to  hear  the  reason. 

When  a  new  levy  is  made  for  the  anny,  a- 
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certain  number  according  to  the  necessity  of  the 
state,  is  taken  from  every  500  men  able  to 
boar  arras,  and  in  so  extensive  an  empire,  thoy 
are  often  marched  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands 
of  miles  from  their  native  villages.  It  is  there- 
fore vi^ith  the  affectionate  hope  of  again  seeing 
their  relations,  that  many  very  aged  men  un- 
dertake to  drive  the  sledges.  They  come  to 
Petersburgh  ignorant  of  the  regiment  to  which 
their  friend  belongs,  and  quite  unaware  that  at 
the  very  moment  they  are  seeking  him  in  the 
capital,  he  may  be  in  the  remotest  part  of  asi- 
atic  Russia.  Actuated  by  the  same  feelings, 
the  soldiers  quartered  here,  may  be  seen  going 
from  groupe  to  groupe,  anxiously  looking  for  a 
brother,  a  parent,  or  some  neighbour  who  can 
^ive  them  news  from  home. 

I  never  shall  forget  the  pleasure  I  felt  at 
witnessing  such  a  scene.  I  saw  several  flock- 
ing to  one  spot,  and  vxent  up  in  hope  that  some 
father  and  son  had  thus  met  after  a  long  sepa- 
ration, and  so  it  was.  We  found  a  father  and 
SOD  locked  in  each  others  arms,  not  ashamed  to 
weep  aloud  with  joy,  while  according  to  the 
Russian  mode  of  salutation,  they  kissed  each 
other  many  times  over.  They  had  been  sepa- 
rated for  tive  years,  during  which  the  young 
man  mu?t  have  seen  much  service  and  been 
exposed  to  many  dangers,  as  four  medals 
which  ho  wore  on  his  left  breast  gave  honorable 
testimony. 
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At  two  o'clock  the  same  day,  J  returned  to 
the  market  with  Mr.  Gorodek,  and  to  my  great 
surprize  found  it  crowded  with  people  of  all 
ranks  who  c&me  not  to  buy,  but  to  gratify  their 
curiosity  ;  hera  we  meet  the  Imperial  Family, 
noblem'en  and  ladies,  tradesmen  and  their 
wives,  sauntering  up  and  down,  either  on  foot, 
in  sledges,  carriages,  or  on  horseback.  I  have 
no  right  to  find  fault  with  foreigners  for  adhe- 
ring to  long  established  custom,  but  certainly,  an 
Englishman  would  never  think  Billingsgate  in 
London  a  fit  place  for  a  fashionable  lounge,  or 
bring  females  of  rank  to  a  British  shambles  by 
way  of  amusement. 

This  letter  has   swelled   to   a   considerable 
length,  I  shall  therefore  conclude  with  telling 
hovv  I  saw  a  crowd  dispersed  that  was  disposed 
to     riot,    and  I  think    it  will  amuse  you  as 
much  as  it  did  me.     It  was  not  the  bayonet, 
nor  yet  the  fear  of  a  prison  :  it  was  by  a  large 
fire  engine   which  began  to  play  on  them,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  so  drenched  not  only  the  riot- 
ers but  those  who  looked  on  out  of  an  idle  cu- 
riosity, that  it)  a  few  minutes  every  individual 
had    scampered    away.      What    should    you 
think  of  that  in  England,  or  Scotland,  or  Ire- 
land ;  for  my  own  part,  I  think  it  would  cool 
the  actors  in' a  riot  wonderfully  well,  and  make 
them   ashamed  of  their  conduct.     Farewel  my 
dear  Bartlc,  Mr.  Gorodek  writes  on  business,  I 
only  to  know  how  vou  cet  on.— James  Leech. 
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Second  Letter  from  James  Leech  to  Bartle 

Smith. 

I  have  been  intend ing  to  write  to  you  for 
some  time  past,  but  having  notliing  interestingto 
communicate  deferred  it.  Since  my  return  from 
Abo,  the  business  of  my  employment  has  increas- 
ed upon  me  according  as  I  became  more  acquaint- 
ed with  the  mode  of  transacting  it.  Our  foreign 
commerce  is  now  closed,  and  will  of  course  con- 
tinue so  until  tLe  ice  clears  away  from  the  Bal- 
tic, but  we  are  engaged  storing  the  produce  of 
the  interior,  and  it  is  curious  enough  that  it  is 
from  noblemen  themselves  that  our  factor  buys. 
This  however  is  but  the  consequence  of  each 
proprietor  possessing  not  only  the  soil  of  his  es- 
tate, but  also  the  peasantry  who  live  upon  it. 
I  know  some  Russians  who  have  from  70,000 
to  ] 00,000  peasants,  and  these  are  obliged  to 
till  the  ground  for  their  owner  like  cattle, 
without  distinction  of  sex  ;  indeed  1  might  al- 
most say  of  age,  for  when  a  child  reaches  10 
its  labour  is  required,  and  when  15  years  old^ 
it  is  obliged  by  law  to  labour  three  days  in  the 
week  for  the  master.  Hence  the  quantity  of 
raw  produce  which  a  nobleman  has  to  sell  is 
enormous,  and  we  therefore  send  agents  to  deal 
with  them,  sometimes  paying  them  in  money, 
sometimes  in  goods,  and  as  they  require  large 
quantities  of  our  English  manufactures,  it  is  my 
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business  to  superintend  and  keep  tho  accounts 
of  the  traffic. 

I  met  a  few  da^'s  ago,  a  merchant  from 
Archangel  named  Yermof,  with  whom  I  be- 
came intimate,  and  I  cannot  do  better  than  re- 
late to  you  what  1  learned  from  him  respecting 
that  extreme  part  of  northern  Russia,  especi- 
ally as  it  is  not  likely  that  either  of  us  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  visiting  it. 

If  you  look  at  the  map  of  Russia,  you  will 
see  north  of  Finland,  the  government  of  Olo- 
netz,  which  presents  over  its  whole  surface,  an 
assemblage  of  rocks,  lakes,  morasses,  and  forests, 
so  that  its  population  which  is  only  200,000, 
are  obliged  to  depend  for  the  necessaries  of  life 
upon  the  other  parts  of  the  empire,  to  which 
they  send  in  exchange  the  produce  of  their  iron 
and  copper  mines,  their  marble  and  porphyry. 

Beyond  Olonetz  lies  the  government  of  Arch- 
angel, stretching  eastwards  to  the  borders  of 
Asia,  and  westward  as  far  as  Swedish  Lapland  : 
the  frozen  ocean,  and  the  white  sea,  forming 
its  northern  boundary.  It  contains  no  less 
than  356,000  square  miles,  while  from  the  vi- 
gour and  length  of  its  winter,  and  its  unproduc- 
tive soil,  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  is  only 
1 15,000.  The  principal  wealth  of  the  country 
lies  in  its  fisheries  of  whales  and  herrings,  and 
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its  domestic  cattle,  of  which  it  rears  great  num- 
bers for  the  Petersburgh  market.  Furs  are  also 
an  article  of  traffic,  and  eider  down. 

After  this  brief  explanation  you  are  better 
prepared  to  learn  about 'Archangel,  the  ca- 
pital of  the  government  which  stands  on  the 
Dwina,  where  that  river  falls  into  the  gulf  of 
Archangel,  400  miles  north  ef  Petersburgh, 
and  in  oorth  latitude,  64.  40.  east  longitude, 
38.  56.  In  the  year  1558  it  was  discovered 
by  an  English  navigator,  whilst  endeavouring 
to  find  out  a  north  east  passage  to  India,  and 
from  that  time  till  the  beginning  of  the  last 
century  was  the  emporium  of  Russia.  Since 
Petersburgh  however  became  the  capital,  it 
has  declined ;  so  that  its  population  which 
formerly  amounted  to  30,000,  now  scarcely 
numbers  7,000.  It  contains  about  1,200  hous- 
es, for  the  most  part  of  wood,  many  of  the 
streets  also  being  laid  down  of  the  same  mate- 
rial. It  has  also  an  imperial  dock-yard,  ships 
of  war  being  sometimes  built  there  in  conse- 
quence of  its  vicinity  to  several  vast  forests, 
which  indeed  supply  it  with  an  article  of  traf- 
fic, which  brings  a  valuable  return.  It  is  prin- 
cipally however,  important  as  aflfbrding  a  centre 
of  communication  between  the  northern  and 
western  parts  of  Siberia,  and  the  different 
nations  of  Europe,  which  it  does  by  the  Dwina 
on  which  it  stands.    Foreign  vessels  come  round 
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the  north  cape  in  June  or  July,  and  remain  at 
Archangel  till  September  or  October.  During 
this  interval,  the  great  market  is  held,  in  which 
timber,  train  oil,  tallow,  tar,  hemp,  linseed, 
hides,  furs,  wax,  iron,  and  coarse  linen,  are  ex- 
changed for  the  manufactures  of  England,  the 
wines  of  France,  and  such  productions  as  Swe- 
den, Denmark,  and  Holland  can  furnish.  The 
town,  said  Mr.  Ycrmof,  then  exhibits  a  lively 
appearance  ;  people  from  various  countries 
crowd  its  streets,  in  their  different  costumes, 
great  activity  and  bustle  prevails  in  its  port ; 
but  October  past,  the  merchant  vessels  set 
sail,  the  frost  commences,  the  sun  gradually 
shortens  his  daily  visit,  till  in  mid  winter  we 
see  his  light  only  from  ten  to  two  o, clock,  and 
almost  rll  business  ceases  till  the  cheerful 
summer  comes  round  again. 

This  account  holds  out  no  i^reat  inducement 
for  a  traveller  to  visit  it,  so  that  unless  JNIr.  Go- 
rodek  should  send  mo,  1  shall  feel  no  anxious 
wish  to  go  there.  What  I  have  said  however 
respects  its  climate  only,  for  I  have  had  various 
opportunities  of  remarking  the  mercantile  r_in- 
formation  and  general  intelligence  which  its 
merchants  possess  above  all  others  in  Russia, 
and  which  it  doubtless  owes  to  its  continued 
intercourse  with  England.  Long  may  we  thus 
continue  to  improve  the  people  of  other  coun- 
tries ;  we  cannot  do  !^o  without  being  examples 
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of  the  virtues  which  a  raerchant  ought  to  pos- 
sess manly,  unshaken  integrity,  strict  punctua- 
lity, veracity,  prudence  and  industry. 

Farevc'el  dear  Bartle, 

Ever  your  friend, 

James  Leech. 

It  was  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  that 
Bartle    found  himself  sufficiently  disengaged 
from  business  to  make  an  excursion  to  Cherson 
and  along  the  sea  of  Azof  to  Taganrog,   and 
the    river   Don.     Amonsst  the    Encrjisb    with 
whom  he  became  acquainted  whilst  at  Odessa, 
was  a  young  man  who  having  entered  the  Rus- 
sian navy  at  the  age  of  13,  under  the  advice  of 
his  uncle  who  had  risen  to  the  rank  of  Admiral 
in  the  same  service,  had,  in  consequence  of  his 
good  conduct,  obtained  the  command  of  a  ship 
on  the  Black  Sea.   The  winter  had  proved  un- 
usually severe,  so  that  his  ship  was  locked  up 
by  ice,  and  as  there  appeared  no  likelihood  of 
a  thaw,  he  cheerfully  agreed  to  Bartle's  pro- 
posal and  promised  to  accompany  him.     Their 
preparations  were  not  long  making;  they  tra- 
velled in  Bartle's  sledge,  having  hired  a  servant 
to  go  with  them   and  obtained  a  poderosnoy 
for  such    horses  as    they  might  need  on  the 
journev. 
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On  leaving  Odessa,  the  road  lay  tbrougb  se- 
veral salt  lakes  and  across  deep  sands,  but  ccar- 
er  the  tovrn  of  Nicbolaef  which  is  77  miles 
from  Odessa,  cultivated  fields,  and  a  few  trees 
were  seen.  The  town  is  situated  at  the  south 
side  of  the  Ingul,  near  its  confluence  with  the 
Bo^.  Its  latitude  is  46.  5S.  north  ;  the  longi- 
tude, 30.  4(>.  being  877  miles  from  Moscow, 
and  13G2  from  St.  Petersburg!!.  A  number  of 
vessels  lay  in  the  haibour  at  the  time,  and 
among  them  a  frigate  of  55  guns,  and  another 
of  44,  The  Arsenals'  store  houses  and  otiicr 
public  works  were  so  extensive,  as  to  show  the 
irreat  efforts  that  had  been  made  to  render  the 
place  a  suitable  station  for  the  Russian  Navy. 
Thex\dmiral-in-Chief  of  the  Black  Sea,  as  w^ell 
as  the  Rear  Adnurals  residing  here,  but  it  had 
a  great  attraction  for  Bartie,  who  through  hi^ 
friend  Captain  Wilde  v^'as  introdnc^ii  iosrveial 
of  his  countrymen  holding  high  rank  in  ti^e 
Russian  Navy,  and  received  from  them  snuch 
hospitality. 

The  town  of  Nicbolaef  covers  a  great  deal 
ground,  the  houses  being  separated  from  each 
other  by  gardens,  and  the  streets  which  were 
there  only  partially  built  upon,  being  very 
wide  and  regular.  Accompanied  by  his  friend 
he  visited  the  Town  hou^e,  the  Admiralty, 
the  Marine  barracks,  the  Naval  hospittil,  the 
Pilot  school,    which  was  conducted  by  a  Scotch 
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man,  and  afterwards  went  on  hoard  the  elegant 
yacht  of  the  Admiral,  in  which  he  annually 
cruises  with  the  fleet,  in  order  to  train  the  sea- 
iiien  ;  at  this  time  it  was  laid  up  in  dock  till 
the  spring  should  commence,  as  were  also  a 
number  of  gun  boats,  furnished  with  sails  and 
oars  for  the  navigation  of  the  Danube,  in  case 
of  war  with  Turkey. 

On  the  fourth  day,  having  dined  at  an  early 
hour  with  his  countryman,  they  both  set  off  to- 
gether for   Cherson,    41    miles   distant.     The 
country   between,    presented    much    steppe  or 
plain  country,  with  every  now  and  then  greater 
or  smaller  mounds  of  earth    which    Captain 
Wilde  said  were  tombs  of  the  original  inhabi- 
tants.    They  had  intended  to  see  the  monu- 
ment of  the  celebrated  Howard  which  stands 
at  the  distance  of  about  3  miles  from  Cherson, 
and  not  far  from  the  great  road.     Their  driver 
however,  chose  to  take  a  shorter  road,  so  that 
they    did  not  pass    within    several    versts    of 
the    monument,    and   the    mistake    was    not 
discovered  till  it  was  too  late  to  rectify  it,   the 
horses  being  fatigued. 

At  break  of  day  however,  after  but  an  indif- 
ferent night's  rest,  Bartle  and  his  companion  set 
out  from  Cherson  to  see  it,  their  anxiety  encreas- 
ed  by  having  spent  the  preceding  evening  in 
company  with  a     entleman,  a  friend  of  Captain 
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Wilde,  who  knew  several  persons  that  had 
seen  and  been  acquainted  with  Howard,  and 
was  thus  able  to  communicate  several  interest- 
ing particulars  concerning  his  last  moments. 

The  reader  is  no  doubt  aware  that  Mr. 
Howard  was  an  Englishman  of  benevolent  cha- 
racter and  lar^e  fortune,  who  after  drawing  the 
attention  of  his  own  government  to  the  im- 
provement of  prisons  and  the  amendment  of 
their  unfortunate  inmates,  travelled  over  the 
greater  part  of  Europe  with  the  same  design, 
and  at  last,  having  settled  in  Cherson,  there  fell 
a  victim  to  an  illness  caught  by  his  over  anxi- 
ety to  visit  a  sick  lady  v/ho  lived  at  some  dis- 
tance. But  we  shall  give  the  reader  an  extract 
from  Bartle's  letter  to  his  friend  Leech,  because 
it  gives  a  good  account  of  the  scene,  and  does 
equal  credit  to  his  head  and  heart. 

Eat  r  act  of  a  letter  from   Bar  tie   Sinit/i  to 
James  Leech. 

**lt  was  with  feelings  of  great  interest  \ 
found  myself  on  the  spot  which  had  been  the 
scene  of  the  death  and  burial  of  one  of  the 
best  men  who  ever  lived  ;  ho  was  a  visiter  of 
prisoners,  a  physician  to  the  sick  and  the  af- 
flicted, and  a  strenuous  advocate  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade.  Like  his  Great  Master 
he  "went  about  doing  good"  and  finally  fell  a 
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saciifice  to    his  exertions  for  the  welfare   of 
others,  in  a  foreign  country. 

The  tomb  is  situated  near  the  village  of 
Dauphiny,  about  five  versts  from  Cherson,  a 
spot,  as  I  learned,  previously  chosen  by  hirasolf 
as  the  place  he  preferred  for  his  remains  to  be 
interred  in. 

On  our  arrival  at  the  spot,  we  were  for  soma 
time  at  a  loss  to  ascertain  which  was  the  tomb 
of  Howard,  for  before  us  stood  two  pyramids 
built  of  the  limestone  of  the  country  perfectly 
similar  in  height  and  form  ;  we  walked  round 
them  both  for  some  time,  eagerly  examining 
them  until  at  length  we  discovered  that  some 
kind  hand  had  scratched  on  the  plaister  of  one 
of  them,  the  words  "John  Howard.''  These  • 
were  sufficient  to  fix  our  attention,  but  we  could 
not  avoid  regretting  to  see  so  plain  and  insigni- 
ficant a  piece  of  masonry  erected  to  the  me- 
mory of  such  a  man.  It  stands  in  a  plain 
surrounded  by  bleak  hills;  the  ground  on  which 
it  is  placed  formerly  belonged  to  a  French  gen- 
tleman Frangois  Dauphinc,  from  who-e  name 
the  adjacent  village  took  its  appellation. 

\Yhilst  we  were  conjecturing  to  whom  the 
second  monument  was  raised,  a  Russian  officer 
passed  by  to  whom  we  put  the  question  :  I  have 
a  right  to  know  answered  he,  for  I  saw  a  coun- 
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Iryman  of  yours  laid  in  tho  giravp  un(3ojnrath  i 
lie  was  a  Captaiu  Newman  who  lived  lor  mauy 
years  in  this  neighbourhood,  a  w^ortby  man 
who  made  friends  for  himself  of  all  around  him, 
and  after  his  death  was  laid  here  by  a  near  re- 
lation Steigliiz,  who  had  then  a  lease  of  the 
salt  lakes  in  the  Crimea,  and  at  his  own  ex- 
])ense  erected  this  pyramid.  I  inquired  why 
jje  chose  the  spot  close  adjoining  Mr.  Howards', 
3  know  not  answered  the  officer ;  they  w^ere  ac- 
quaintances I  believe,  but  J  riever  heard  of  any 
]>articular  friendship  between  thorn.  Mr. 
Steiglitz  I  should  think,  chose  it  becaiise  he 
knew  the  ground  where  Mr.  Howard  lay  would 
V)e  respected  by  persons  of  every  nation,  and 
therefore  thought  he  had  found  there  a  safe  rest« 
ing  place  for  the  remains  of  his  friend.  It  was 
in  the  course  of  the  following  year,  that  be  had 
this  pyramid  built. 

I  cannot  describe  to  you,  how^  much  1  felt 
©n  looking  upon  the  solitary  s])ot  where  How- 
ard rests — like  his  life  it  appears  to  shun  obser- 
vation, for  who  can  tell  all  the  action?  of  his 
useful  life.  The  record  is  on  high,  he  braved 
(iangf'r  of  every  kind,  of  climate,  of  war,  of 
crime  :  nothing  deterred  him  from  his  benevu- 
ient  exertions.  His  last  illness  was  occasion^^d 
jiartly  by  fatigue  and  wet,  and  partly  by  a  c.4.-,tt 
of  fever  ho  was  attcndinir.  He  hwd  bee  n  on- 
treated    to   visit    a   ladv  about  24    miles    irom 
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Cherson  who  was  dangerously  ill,  but  objected 
to  undertaking  such  duty,  as  be  seldom  pre- 
scribed for  any  but  the  poor  w^ho  bad  not  even 
a  friend  to  relieve  them.  Hearing  however 
that  she  was  in  danger,  be  consented:  he  accord- 
ly  went,  prescribed  for  her,  and  returned,  tell- 
ing her  friends  that  they  migbt  send  for  him 
again  provided  she  got  better,  but  tbat  he  did 
not  expect  it,  the  hand  of  death  being  on  her 
as  he  thought. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  a  letter  came  saying 
she  was  better,  and  begging  he  w^ould  go  to 
her  without  loss  of  time  ;  upon  receiving  it  he 
resolved  to  go  wit-h  all  possible  speed,  although 
the  weather  was  extremely  tempestuous,  and 
very  cold  ;  the  rain  fell  in  torrents  on  the  day 
he  set  out,  yet  so  great  was  his  impatience  to 
fulfil  what  he  thought  his  duty,  that  finding 
some  difficulty  in  getting  a  conveyance  he 
mounted  an  old  dray  horse  and  rode  ofl'  with- 
out a  surtout-coat.  '  The  journey  was  a  fatal 
one  to  him,  he  took  the  inlection  from  the  sick 
person,  his  wet  clothes  and  fatigue  increased 
the  illness,  and  he  returned  to  Cherson  in  a 
high  fever.  To  a  friend,  an  Englishman,  Ad- 
mfral  Priestman  w^ho  visited  him,  he  talked  of 
his  approaching  dissolution.  "  Death"  said  he 
"  has  no  terrors  for  me,  1  have  always  looked 
forward  to  it  with  cheerfulness  ;  I  feel  now  I 
have  but  a  short  time  to  live  :  a  man  that  has 
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lived  full,  may  sometimes  get  rid  of  a  fever  by 
refraining  from  meat  and  wine,  and  such  nou- 
risliing  diet,  but  I  for  years  past  have  been  con- 
tent to^live  on  vegetablesand  water,  alittle bread, 
or  a  little  tea,  I  could  not  therefore  make  my 
diet  of  a  less  nourishing  kind  than  it  has  always 
been,  and  have  no  way  of  lov^ering  my  fever  by 
a  change  in  my  food."  He  then  desired  Ad- 
miral Priestman  to  lay  him  in  this  very  spot  of 
ground  near  the  village  of  Dauphine,  describing: 
,Sii  accurately  to  him,  and  requesting  his  fune- 
'*^ral  might  be  as  private  as  possible-  "  Let  me 
bes:  of  you  Priestman"  said  he,  "  as  you  value 
your  old  friend,  not  to  allow  any  pomp  to  be 
used  at  my  funeral,  nor  any  monument  or  mo- 
numental inscription  to  mark  where  I  am  laid, 
but  lay  me  quietly  in  the  earth,  place  a  sun-dial 
over  my  grave  and  let  me  be  forgotten/' 

Soon  afterwards  he  made  his  will,  and  hav- 
ing got  Admiral  Priestman  to  sign  it,  entrusted 
it  to  his  servant,  with  a  solemn  charge  to  bring 
It  to  England  as  soon  as  he  saw  him  interred. 
He  was  now,  though  with  groat  difficulty,  per- 
suaded to  see  a  physician,  but  it  was  of  no 
use,  it  was  too  late,  he  lingered  for  a  few  days 
and  expired.  I  inquired  if  his  funeral  was  as 
private  as  he  had  desired.  The  funeral,  replied 
ray  informant,  was  indeed  as  quiet  as  possible, 
for  every  one  was  in  too  much  grief  to  say  a 
word,  but  it  was  any  thing  but  private. 
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^uch  was  the  account  I  collected  from  our 
Cher?on  acquaiotanco,  and  I  can  only  ?ay,  that 
giving;  full  credit  to  those  who  erected  the  pyra- 
n^id,  I  am  sorry  that  his  directions  were  in  any 
particular  departed  from.  His  virtues  deserved 
every  distinction,  but  it  was  not  as  I  truly  he- 
lieve,  the  praise  of  man  he  sought  after,  and 
it  would  therefore  have  been  raore  in  harmony 
with  the  mcdesty  of  his  character,  and  the  un- 
ostenlations  usefulness  of  his  life,  to  have  laid 
nothing  over  him  but  the  green  sod,  with  a  sui>- 
dial  as  he  di-ected  just  to  mark  the  j)rogress  of 
lime  to  that  period  when  all  mankind  shall  be- 
hold the  resurrection  of  the  just. 

On  our  return  to  Cherson  we  visited  another 
monument  which  bas  been  raised  to  Howard  by 
order  of  the  Emperor  Alexander.  It  is  a  sim- 
ple pyramid  with  poplars  round  it,  and  is  en- 
closed by  a  high  circular  wall  with  an  iron  gate 
which  was  locked.  I  copied  the  inscription 
on  the  pedestal,  of  which  the  following  is  the 
translation  : — 

HOWARD 

DIED    ON  THE  20th  JANUARY, 

IN  THE  YEAR  1790, 

IN    THE    6oth    YEAR    OP    HIS    AGE. 

A  bronze  medallion  is  to  be  placed  on  the 
side  of  it  containing  a  portrait  of  Howard,  on 
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the  medallioo  are  those  words — "  I  was  sick, 
and  ye  visited  me." 

It  is  net  necessary  to  give  a  lengthened  des- 
cription  of  Cherson,   whither  Bartle   and  his 
companion  returned  after  having  seen  the  mo- 
nument.    The  town   was  founded  only  in  the 
year  1778,  being  in  latitude  44.  37,  north,  and 
longitude  31.26.  east,  913  miles  from  Peters- 
burgh,   1400  from  Moscow,   and  57  from  the' 
Black  Sea,  in  an  extensive  plain  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Dnieper.     The  situation,  however, 
was  a  bad  one,  the  navigation  hence  to  the 
Black  Sea  was  always  difficult,  owing  to  the 
shallows  of  the  river;  the  climate  was  unheal- 
thy,  and  hence  Odessa  was  chosen  as  being 
in  all  respects  more  suitable  for  commerce.     Its 
population  is  about  15,000  souls. 

From  Cherson  onr  travellers  proceeded  to 
Berislavl,  situated  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the 
Dnieper,  having  crossed  that  river  at  the  ford 
by  which  corn  is  transported  into  the  Crimea, 
and  salt  brought  back.  They  were  two  hours 
in  crossing  ;  their  route  then  lay  over  dreary 
plains  all  the  way  to  Perekop,  situated  on  the 
isthmus  of  the  same  name,  which  forms  the 
principal  road  between  Russia  and  the  ('rimea. 
The  isthmus  is  four  miles  across.  Perekop  con 
tains  but  38  houses  ;  during  summer  however 
as  they  were  informed,  it  is  a  scene  of  great 
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bustle  and  commerce,  no  less  iban  20,006 
cents  of  salt  being  loaded  fo-r  the  supply  of  the 
south  of  Russia.  Those  cents  I  have  seen,  says 
Captain  Wilde,  at  the  neighbouring  lakes, 
they  are  drawn  generally  by  white  oxen,  but 
sometimes  by  camels,  and  so  abundant  is  the 
J«upply  which  the  evaporation  of  the  water  by 
the  suns'  heat  deposits  on  the  shallows  of  these 
lakes,  that  the  driver  has  only  to  lead  the  carts 
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axle  deep  into  the  water  and  then  load  away, 
the  salt  being  then  like  sand.  Indeed  the  sight 
of  so  many  hundred  waggons  by  fifties  at  a 
time  in  the  watrr  is  very  striking;  they  appear 
like  fleets  of  small  boats  floating  upon  the  sur- 
face. This  salt  is  sent  by  the  Black  Sea  to 
Constantinople  and  to  the  Archipelago,  by  Lmd 
to  Poland,  and  over  all  Russia  to  Moscow,  and 
even  to  Petersburgh.  The  oxen  after  this  long 
journey  are  occasionally  sold  with  the  cargoes 
they  have  brought,  and  sometimes  they  return 
again  the  whole  of  that  immense  distance  with 
other  merchandize.  How  replied  Bartle,  dothey 
provide  forage  for  the  cattle,  the  expense  must 
be  great:  Not  so,  replied  Captain  Wilde,  on 
each  side  of  the  highroad,  the  law  requires  that 
there  shall  be  100  yards  of  pasture  left.  At 
sunset,  therefore,  when  the  caravan  halts,  the 
drivers  turn  the  oxen  loose  to  graze,  and  content- 
edly lie  uDwn  themselves  to  pass  the  night  in 
the  open  air.  My  map  tells  me  said  Bartle, 
that  the  peninsula  of  the  Crimea  or  Crim  Tar^ 
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tary  is  bounded  on  tbe  south  and  west  by  the 
Black  Sea,  on  the  east  by  the  straits  of  Caffa, 
and  the  sekof  Azof,  and  on  the  north  by  the  isth- 
mus of  Perokop.  and  thatit  liesbetvveenlatitude 
46*^.  &  48^.  But  GDay   1  ask  you  to  give  me 
a  few  more  particular?  concerning  it  ?  Its  prin- 
cipal feature,  replied  Captain  Wilde,  is  the  river 
vSal^ir,    which  divides   it  into  two  parts,    the 
northern  consisting  of  a  vast  plain  or  steppe, 
without  a  single  tree  and  fit  only  for  pasture; 
the  southern  partis  one  of  the  most  delightful 
spots  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  I  have  seen  in  it 
the  vine,  the  olive,  the  fig  tree,  and  the  pome- 
granate, besides  corn,  flax,   hemp,  and  tobac- 
co.    It  must  be  a  Paradise,   said   Bartle  :    In 
summer  it  might  be  called  such,  replied  Cap- 
tain Wilde,  were  it  not  for  one  scourge  which 
frequently  affects  it.     It  is  visited  by  locusts, 
and  some  times  in  such  numbers  that  in  their 
flight    they  darken   the  air,    and    when  they 
alight,  they  cover  the  whole  face  of  the  coun- 
try as   with  a  living  veil.     When   these  ani- 
mals arrive,  every  thing  growing  above  ground 
in  a  moment  disappears,  from  the  leaves  of  the 
forest  to  the  herbs  upon  the  plain  :  fields,  vine- 
yards,   gardens,    pasture,   every    thing   is   laid 
waste.     There  are  other  insects   also  such  as 
scorpions,  the  tarantula  spider,   and  the  centi- 
pede which  are  much  more  dangerous  by  their 
poisonous  bite  to  the  unsuspecting  traveller. 
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The  population  of  the  Crimea,  said  Bartle, 
docs  not  appearto  bo  great :  it  scarcely  numbers 
200,000  souls  replied  Captain  Wilde,  the  great- 
er part  of  which  reside  south  of  the  river.  The 
natives  as  you  may  perceive  are  tall  and  robust, 
with  fair  complexions,  and  an  European  cast 
of  countenance.  They  all  shave  their  heads 
both  old  and  young,  wearing  in  the  season  of 
winter  a  kind  of  wooden  helmet  and  in  sum- 
mer a  turban.  Its  present  capital  is  Symphe- 
ropol,  to  which  the  Tarters  give  the  name  Ak- 
melchel,  (wliite  mosque)  from  an  cditice  of 
that  description  erected  in  it  some  time  ago  by 
Ibrahim  Bey,  one  of  the  native  chiefs.  Then 
the  people  are  not  christians,  cried  Bartle ; 
no  they  arc  mahometans,  nevertheless,  the  time 
is  I  hope  not  far  distant  when  they  will .  ac- 
knowledge the  true  God  and  his  ever  blessed 
Son,  for  several  of  our  countrymen  live  among 
them  as  Missionaries,  and  several  have  in  con- 
sequence been  converted  ;  may  the  number  in- 
crease said  Bartle  devoutly,  it  grieves  the  heart 
to  see  so  many  of  our  fellow-creatures  ignorant 
of  the  truths  of  Christianity,  and  the  glorious 
promises  which  it  alone  reveals. 

We  shall  not  detail  our  travellers  journey 
to  Taganrog,  the  extreme  limit  of  their  excur- 
sion and  almost  the  eastern  frontier  of  Russia 
in  Europe.  The  post  was  well  served,  an  ad- 
vantage which  Bartle  derived  from  the  company 


177 

of  Captain  WilJc  who  was  well  known  alon^ 
the  road :  indeed  as  the  snow  lay  so  thick  and 
fine  on  the  ground  as  to  allow  the  driver  to 
chuse  the  shortest  course  without  keeping  to 
the  hicrh  road,  the  distance  was  considerably 
diminished. 

Taganrog*  is  situated  upon  a  promontory 
whicir  advances  into  the  sea  of  Azof,  under 
east  longitude  42.  6.  and  north  latitude  47.  10. 
Its  position  for  commerce  is  so  good,  that  it  has 
become  a  place  of  considerable  importance, 
and  is  really  a  tine  town  though  small.  The 
streets  are  broad  and  regular  though  not  paved  ; 
the  houses  are  built  of  stone  and  wood,  and 
tastefully  painted.  On  a  moderate  calculation, 
there  are  about  2000  buildings  in  it,  the  popu- 
lation being  not  less  than  from  6000  to  80U0. 
The  vessels  that  arrive  annually  are  said  to 
he  nearly  three  hundred,  but  they  are  of  small 
draught,' the  sea  of  Azof  being  shallow:  it  is 
through  the  medium  of  the  Don  river  that  its 
commerce  is  carried  on  with  the  interior,  and 
some  idea  maybe  formed  of  the  extent  of  its  traf- 
fic, that  in  182G  its  amount  of  importation  was 
2,300,000  roubles  or  460,000  pounds,  and  that  of 
exportation  to  2,272,374  roubles,  whilst  in  J  8 13 


•»  It  was  at  Taganrop;  that  the  Emperor  Alexander  expir- 
ed in  the  course  of  the  present  year  1826. 
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its    importations  by  the    Don    amounted    to 
4,327,000  roubles. 

As  Bartle  was  now  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Tcherkask,  the  capital  of  the  territory  of  the  Don 
Cossacks,  and  the  residence  of  the  renowned 
PlatofFwhom  he  had  seen,  but  a  few  months 
before  in  London,  he  had  abundant  opportuni- 
ties of  hearing  some  interesting  particulars  about 
him  ;  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor,  all  agreed 
in  his  praise,  and  proved  his  singular  merit,  not 
as  a  soldier  only,  but  as  an  ornament  to  his 
country,  in  cultivating  the  milder  and  more 
christian  virtues  of  peace  and  wise  government. 

Platof  was  born  in  1751,  the  son  of  a  major 
in  the  Russian  service,  and  entering  the  army  at 
an  early  age,  received  the  following  brief  but  im- 
pressive advice  from  the  old  man,  on  quitting 
the  paternal  roof,  that  he  should  always  re- 
member how  his  father  without  patrimony, 
and  merely  by  faithful  service,  had  arrived  at 
the  rank  of  a  staff  officer,  that  he  should  pre- 
serve unaltered  the  customs  of  his  parents,  that 
he  should  everywhere  and  in  all  things  conduct 
himself  as  a  good  christian  with  full  confidence 
in  the  Most  High,  not  only  on  important  but 
on  the  most  trifling  occurrences  of  life  ;  that  he 
should  be  true  and  faithful  to  his  Sovereign  and 
to  his  country,  obey  the  laws,  be  attentive  to 
his  equals,  respectful  to  his  superiors,  and  con- 
descending and  affable  to  his  inferiors,  and  final- 
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ly  that  lie  should  never  forget  the  country  in 
which  he  had  been  born,  nourished,  and  edu- 
cated. Advice  said  Bartle,  when  he  heard  it 
which  every  man  no  matter  what  his  country, 
should  write  upon  his  memory,  and  endeavour 
to  follow  through  all  his  life.* 

Soon  after  this  Bartle  and  Capt.  Wildereturn- 
ed  to  Odessa,  nearly  by  the  same  road  they 
had  travelled  to  Taganrog  and  without  any  ad- 
venture worth  recording.  The  winter  was 
advancing  to  a  close  and  several  indications  in 
the  weather  announced  that  the  season  was  at 
hand  when  commerce  would  revive  with  the 
opening  spring.  This  was  the  season  when 
Bartle  promised  himself  the  fullest  occupation 
for  his  time,  and  here  we  shall  leave  him,  know- 


^JSlote, — This  illustrious  man  has  now  paid 
the  debt'of  nature  ;  he  died  on  the  3d  of  Janu- 
ary, 1818,  and  it  is  an  interesting  fact,  that 
on  the  12th  December,  1816,  amidst  many 
other  ])lans  for  the  improvement  of  his  country- 
men, he  presented  a  plan  for  establishing  a 
society  for  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures 
through  the  territories  of  the  Don.  He  himself 
was  chosen  Vice  President  of  the  Society,  the 
Emperor  being  the  President,  and  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  he  took  the  liveliest  con- 
cern in  its  interests. 
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ins;  well  ho'/V  anxiously  lio  will  devote  himself 
to  the  interests  of  his  employer,  by  the  z<^alons 
and  conscientious  discharge  of  his  duties.  In  Pe- 
tersburgh  also,  James  Leech  will  have  the  same 
object  in  view,  and  scarcely  more  leisure  than, 
now  and  then,  to  inform  his  friend  at  Odessa, 
that  he  is  well  and  advancing;  in  the  favor  of  Mr. 
Gorodek.  Let  the  example  of  these  two  young 
men  give  a  useful  lesson  to  the  reader  in  what- 
soever station  of  liie  he  is  placed  by  a  kind 
Providence.  Be  he  rich  or  poor,  huujble  or  ex- 
alted, lie  likewise  has  his  ov^'n  duties  to  perform, 
and  of  this  he  may  be  persuaded,  that  even 
here  a  bles»ing  will  attend  upon  the  conscien- 
tious labours  of  honest  industry. 
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